
Granite earned its recognition in busy kitchens long earlier engineered parts crowded the market. Yet the chatter
around it's miles noisier than ever. As a countertop fabricator who has templated, reduce, set up, and serviced
enormous quantities of kitchen countertops, I hear the similar myths repeat themselves in showrooms, on task
web sites, and at dinner parties in which person has just nicked their marble with a lemon wedge and now
believes all stone behaves the equal. Let’s type out what granite can and can't do, how lots protection it certainly
takes, and in which the brink circumstances reside that such a lot earnings brochures pass over.

“Granite stains the whole time”
The truth is greater nuanced. Granite is a broad circle of relatives of igneous rocks with the different densities and
mineral mixes. Some slabs are tight-grained and certainly immune to drinks. Others, distinctly lighter sorts with
noticeable flow and micro-fissures, shall be extra absorbent. The property owner in the main sees simply one
word on a tag: granite. That’s in which the confusion starts.

In apply, a proper sealed granite porcelain countertop installation proper shrugs off ordinary kitchen spills
when you wipe inside an inexpensive window. Coffee, purple wine, soy sauce, and oil don’t start into the stone
the instantaneous they land. With a solvent-depending penetrating sealer, such a lot granites give you minutes to
hours of forgiveness. The catch is that “granite” is simply not uniform, and neither are sealers. A finances water-
structured product can flash off all the way through utility and go away gaps in safety. A dense, dark granite like
Ubatuba may possibly desire less normal sealing than a prime-absorption white or cream stone. When we take a
look at a slab in the store, we drop water and mineral oil on a cut-off. If water darkens the stone within a few
minutes, we know it wants an competitive sealer and perchance a double software.

What takes place when anything does stain? Fresh oil spots carry with a good quality poultice paste constituted
of a degreasing agent and a positive powder. Organic stains from tea or berries reply to hydrogen peroxide-
stylish poultices. Rust is trickier and often permanent if it originates throughout the stone. Most prevalent stains,
although, get a hold of staying power and the excellent chemistry. Stain horror thoughts frequently come from
unsealed faded granite or a spill left out for days.

“You certainly not need to seal granite”
This line will get repeated by means of those who paintings broadly speaking with quartz, or with the aid of
sizeable-container store affiliates looking to simplify their pitch. Some granites essentially are dense satisfactory
that, once sealed at the store, they pass years with out concentration. Others drink sealer on day one and again
at the primary annual checkup. It is safer to mention that granite needs a wise sealing pursuits tied for your
physical slab and your utilization, now not a calendar pulled from a advertising flyer.

The functional means is easy. Perform the water attempt two times consistent with yr. Place a number of dime-
sized drops of water on the counter and leave them for 15 mins. If the rainy spots darken the stone and the
darkish earrings linger after you wipe the water, the sealer wants clean. Resealing takes twenty to thirty mins for a
normal kitchen: wipe on, permit dwell as directed, buff off the excess. If the water beads and no darkening takes
place, keep cooking and verify once more later. Blanket statements veritably fail on account that two slabs from
the comparable quarry can behave otherwise relying at the block and the minimize.

“Granite harbors micro organism”
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I hear this one most customarily when a home-owner has been pitched an antimicrobial floor. The fact is that
close to each and every non-porous or good sealed countertop is sanitary when wiped clean correctly. Multiple
nutrients defense reviews have proven that widely used kitchen pathogens do now not thrive on sealed stone
surfaces when they're washed with sizzling, soapy water and, if wanted, adopted with the aid of a light
disinfectant. Bacteria desire moisture, vitamins and minerals, and time. A wiped and dry granite floor deprives
them of that.

Where troubles come up is simply not granite itself, however terrible preservation conduct. A reducing board
with deep knife grooves holds extra bacteria than a sealed granite ideal. A sponge used for every week instantly
is a bigger probability than the slab beneath it. The resolution is boring and wonderful: blank spills directly, wash
surfaces day by day with dish soap and water, and change or sanitize sponges. If you choose to use a disinfecting
spray, examine that it's far stone-risk-free and impartial pH, and wipe it dry. Bleach is not integral for activities
care and can uninteresting sealer. Vinegar belongs in salad dressing, now not on stone.

“Granite is indestructible”
It is complicated, no doubt, but all the things has limits. Granite has high compressive electricity and proper
scratch resistance. That is why you'll be able to set a Dutch oven down devoid of crushing the floor and why the
end holds up to universal cooking. The weak elements are edges, corners, and cantilevers underneath aspect
rather a lot. A standing grownup leaning their full weight on an unsupported overhang can flex the stone and
lead to a hairline crack on the seam or at a healthy fissure. I actually have obvious a damaged the front rail whilst
any individual stood inner a sink cutout to exchange a window trim.

Thermal shock is yet another edge case. Most granites tolerate a hot pan stronger than engineered surfaces. Still,
a pink-warm forged iron skillet taken instantly from a 500-measure oven and parked on the equal spot
recurrently can strain the topcoat of sealer or, in infrequent instances, pop a chip at a fissure. Trivets charge little
and save you a headache. Knives uninteresting themselves on stone, so at the same time as you would possibly
not scratch the granite, you can still shorten the existence of your blades. Use a chopping board, not simply
because granite is fragile, however since metallic is.

“Granite is old-fashioned”
Design tastes cycle. The speckled, busy granites that dominated the late Nineteen Nineties are usually not what
so much property owners ask for at present. That does not make granite out of date. Quarries cut new blocks
each and every season, and fabricators stock honed, leathered, and brushed finishes in quiet, up to date styles
that pair well with brand new cabinetry. Absolute Black leathered with directly edges appears to be like crisp in a
minimalist kitchen. Honed Jet Mist feels desirable at house with white all rightand matte black hardware. Even
basic stones like Steel Grey and Black Pearl in a leathered conclude create a warm, tactile floor that quartz
normally tries to mimic.

Price aspects also save granite valuable. In many markets, mid-selection granite competes with entry-level quartz,
and for people who would like healthy variant and warmth resilience, it is a compelling determination. The trick is
to go with slabs in character. If all you could have obvious is Baltic Brown in a fluorescent-lit showroom, your
psychological graphic of granite will lag at the back of what quarries are generating.

“All granite appears to be like the comparable”
Natural stone varies wildly. In the equal coloration circle of relatives, chances are you'll see a slab with quiet,
effective grains and a slab with daring rivers of quartz and feldspar. Some installations receive advantages from



bookmatched slabs the place the circulate mirrors throughout a seam. Others name for regular patterning to
prevent the attention calm throughout a broad island. The slab yard is wherein you could spend time. Bring door
fronts, floors, and a positive smartphone picture of your kitchen lights at nighttime. Under hot LEDs, a funky gray
granite can drift to inexperienced. Under sunlight hours, it snaps back to impartial. If there may be one step
inside the activity that prevents disappointment, that's making a choice on the precise slabs, now not just the
identify.

From a fabricator’s point of view, pattern leadership is the quiet paintings of the change. We template the
cupboards with a electronic formulation, nest the templates on a picture of the really slab, then plan seam
placement where the development shift is least seen. On a stone with mammoth-scale flow, that could imply a
diagonal seam tucked close a sink cutout so the attention reads it as element of the pass in preference to a
challenging line across a future. When the textile facilitates, mitered apron edges on islands can wrap the pattern
down the waterfall leg so the lines maintain as opposed to destroy.

“Granite is high-priced across the board”
Prices stretch from price range-pleasant to top rate. Granite is graded by means of availability, call for, and
drawback of quarrying and chopping, no longer by way of longevity on my own. A wide-spread, regular granite
may fall into an access tier and price less than many quartz designs. Exotic slabs with dramatic veining or rare
shades command upper charges. Fabrication complexity also impacts cost. An eased area with a easy L-formed
kitchen and one sink cutout quotes in a different way than an S-shaped island with three equipment cutouts, a
built-up mitered edge, and two waterfall legs.

Where costs climb without notice is in website situations. An older domestic devoid of-of-plumb partitions and
out-of-degree shelves can require more shimming and longer installation time. If your layout needs further
seams to navigate a tight stairwell or a pointy flip, that adds hard work. A instantly, effectively-prepared run with
clear get entry to installs without delay. Your fabricator could walk you because of those variables on the
measure, not wonder you on set up day.

“Granite is tough to prevent clean”
Daily care is inconspicuous. A drop of mild dish soap in warm water, a cushy cloth, and a rinse with a humid
towel. Dry to preclude water spots and mineral deposits. Avoid vinegar, ammonia, and citrus-headquartered
cleaners that will strip sealer through the years or etch neighboring supplies like marble. If you cook so much,
prevent a stone-riskless degreaser under the sink. Grease movie near the cooktop builds progressively and makes
a counter seem dull even if that's technically easy. A per month deep clear, then a swift reseal while the water test
says it is time, helps to keep the surface looking out new.



I even have noticed more destroy from “miracle” cleaners than from spaghetti sauce. Powdered abrasives depart
swirl marks on polished finishes. Magic erasers are micro-abrasive and may boring a excessive-gloss sector when
you scrub complicated in a single spot. If you're ever in doubt, experiment on a scrap from your job or in a
hidden nook at the back of a countertop appliance.

“Seams are constantly apparent”
Seams are a fact on long runs, L-shapes, and tight task sites. The purpose is to make them structurally sound,
tight, and nicely-matched. On constant stones, a safely accomplished seam is a skinny, instantly line about the
thickness of a industrial card. On dramatic stones, that is extra approximately trend continuity than approximately
invisibility. We dry-are compatible seam items in the store to dial in the grain path. Colored epoxy blends the
road to the surrounding subject, and after curing and buffing, the seam reads as a faint line which you most
effective discover at particular angles.

Expect a seam in case your run exceeds the slab period, if there is a doorway or turn that forestalls bringing in an
extended piece competently, or in the event you are going through a delicate cutout that benefits from splitting
the pressure. Do not fear the seam. Fear the installer who downplays it. Good department shops provide an
explanation for seam placement, exhibit you on the template, and verify on set up day formerly atmosphere.

“Granite and quartz are the related alternative”
They serve comparable services, yet they may be no longer identical. Quartz delivers consistent patterning, no
sealing, and mighty stain resistance. It can discolor close to top warmth and is absolutely not rated for outdoors
UV publicity in lots of lines. Granite is herbal, requires periodic sealing, and handles warm more suitable.
Outdoors, granite steadily wins. Indoors, the decision leans on priorities. If you desire a pure white with out a
flow, quartz matches. If you favor a surface that takes a warm pan in stride and consists of sophisticated average
edition, granite suits.

There is no villain the following. I set up either. The key is matching drapery to lifestyle. A kin that cooks nightly
with cast iron and wants to set pans down speedy will be happier on a dense granite. A relatives that loves the



comfortable concrete seem to be with no repairs beyond wiping will love quartz. The improper decision is the
only made to chase a development that doesn't mirror how you cook and dwell.

What fabricators want home owners knew beforehand choosing
See the actually slabs, now not only a sample. Lighting and batch variation rely, and the slab graphic on a
web page under no circumstances tells the total tale.

Share how you prepare dinner. Tell your fabricator about solid iron, baking sheets directly from the oven, or
commonly used red wine nights. We will steer you toward the desirable conclude and sealer.

Ask approximately area profiles past the everyday. A small radius on an eased aspect softens the road and
resists chipping more beneficial than a razor-crisp square.

Plan entry for start. Measure doors, stair turns, and tight halls. One added seam should be worthy to get
stone properly into the distance.

Budget for proper beef up. Overhangs past marketplace pointers want steel brackets or hid helps. It is more
affordable than repairing a cracked cantilever later.

Finishes count number more than such a lot of us think
Polished granite displays faded and resists staining the best possible considering that the pores at the floor are
closed greater tightly. Honed and leathered finishes give a softer, matte seem and conceal fingerprints more
beneficial, however they might be fairly greater absorbent and can tutor water rings till sealed correctly. For busy
households, a leathered conclude on a darkish granite strikes a realistic steadiness: much less glare, much less
visible smudging, and enough texture to disguise crumbs until the night wipe-down. If you pick a honed faded
granite, decide to a top rate sealer and a pragmatic preservation movements. The finish isn't always just aesthetic,
it can be sensible.

Edge profiles have simple outcomes too. A sharp rectangular area seems contemporary yet chips extra certainly if
a heavy pot bumps a nook. A small eased or quarter-inch radius breaks that area simply enough to take care of it.
Ogee and double-OG profiles read classic and require more sprucing time, which raises the expense, and they
may compile crumbs along the curve. There isn't any unsuitable solution, just an honest contrast of ways your
kitchen lives each day.

Heat, chilly, and the technological know-how of stone
Granite shaped beneath drive and warmth, which is why it shrugs off ordinary kitchen temperatures. Heat switch
in a thick slab is slower than in a thin tile. Setting a sizzling pot down for a moment will warm the floor but always
no longer sufficient to shock the architecture. The threat rises with focused heat on a skinny bridge of stone, like
the slender rail in front of a cooktop cutout. Lay a scorching baking sheet there normally and you're asking that
bridge to expand and contract round a prone span. Distribute the heat. Either use a trivet or pick a spot wherein
the slab is supported firmly beneath.

Cold is infrequently an trouble indoors. Outdoor kitchens in freeze-thaw climates deserve attention. Water that
seeps right into a seam or chip after which freezes can wedge the distance wider through the years. That is less
about granite and greater approximately detailing. Proper outside-rated adhesives, sealed seams, and drainage
at the back of the splash mitigate the probability. Dark granites may warm up in direct sun. If you place a plastic
platter on a black granite island below August sun, be acutely aware that the platter can soften long formerly the
granite cares.



Repairs, chips, and what “frequent put on” appears like after five years
Even with cautious use, you can still assume a number of micro-chips alongside a hectic sink area after a few
years. Pots, sheet pans, and forged iron usually are not smooth. Most chips fill cleanly with a color-matched
epoxy and a quickly polish. The restore is in the main invisible from status peak. We accomplished this sort of
touch-up in under an hour. Cracks are rarer and veritably trace lower back to stress at a cutout or an
unsupported overhang. A structural crack that runs simply by the slab can many times be stabilized from less
than with metallic plates and epoxy, then dressed at the true. You plan to evade it, yet it is absolutely not always
the finish of the countertop.

Scratches on polished granite are uncommon, but not unimaginable. Sand below a ceramic platter dragged
across the surface can go away high-quality trails. A fabricator can re-polish a small vicinity in area, blending it to
the encircling gloss. Deep resurfacing of a full kitchen is that you can think of yet disruptive. Choose felt pads
underneath decorative presents and raise, do not slide, heavy objects.

Environmental considerations
Natural stone contains a quarry-to-dwelling house trip that varies by way of kingdom of foundation, delivery, and
fabrication. Some quarries perform with strict environmental and exertions principles, others less so. Ask your
employer approximately sourcing. Many areas now Porcelain slab countertop fabrication give chain-of-custody
statistics and environmental product declarations. Granite does now not off-gasoline resins given that there's no
polymer binder, and its lengthy provider existence spreads the environmental load over many years. If you wish
the bottom delivery footprint, seek for regionally quarried stones after they meet your layout dreams. Also give
some thought to that a long lasting countertop you retain for 20 years is greener than a sought after floor
changed after seven.

When granite seriously isn't the desirable call
If your dream kitchen is a natural white island with out circulation, granite will war to bring that appear without
veering hot or speckled. If you need certain sample consistency throughout numerous apartments or spec
residences, engineered surfaces simplify ordering and deploy. If you favor a floor that under no circumstances
wishes sealing and you do no longer prepare dinner sizzling, quartz or sintered stone also can superior healthy
your movements. For condo instruments with demanding use and little upkeep, compact surfaces that don't
require sealer can in the reduction of headaches. Honest advice typically ability steerage away from stone even
when we like operating with it.

The deciding to buy task that avoids regret
Start in the slab backyard with an open intellect. Touch finishes. Lean a cabinet door towards the stone. Step to
come back ten toes and look at the slab as a whole, no longer simply the lovely nook. Once you reserve slabs,
time table a detailed measure. Clear the counters, empty the sink base, and supply the templater room to work.
After templating, ask to study the layout, highly for stones with mammoth move. Confirm seam placement and
part profile. Discuss overhang helps in the event that your design consists of bar seating. On install day, have a
trail cleared and pets secured. After the tops are set and seams cured, the group will seal the stone if essential.
They needs to leave you with care classes, the sealer emblem used, and a reminder about the water experiment.

A perfect retailer perspectives the relationship as long-time period. We expect you to name if a chip happens or if
you are undecided about a cleanser. Most fixes are small and swift while dealt with early. The home owners who
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love their countertops ten years later are those who picked the accurate stone for his or her genre, accompanied
a sensible care hobbies, and also known as for guidance prior to making an attempt a solvent they found out in a
forum thread.

Final myth sweep
Granite does not stain whenever a drop lands, yet it will possibly stain whilst unsealed and overlooked. It does
now not harbor bacteria if it's wiped clean like some other kitchen surface. It isn't really indestructible, but it
handles warmth and day-by-day abuse with grace when supported and handled with not unusual feel. It isn't
outdated if you seem past yesterday’s patterns and finishes. It seriously is not normally luxurious, nor all the time
low-cost. It seriously is not upkeep-free, nor high-upkeep. It sits in the center, with a bias closer to toughness and
an extended carrier lifestyles that rewards essential care.

After years at the saw and the polishers, after balancing seams throughout islands and fielding past due-evening
calls about a wine spill, my assistance is continuous. Choose along with your eyes and your habits, now not with
myths. Bring your fabricator into that dialog early. A knowledgeable retailer will fit the properly granite to your
kitchen, fabricate it with concentration to the quiet important points, and set you up with countertops that seem
smart, work arduous, and age with character in preference to fuss.


