Entering and leaving a pool means stepping on wet surfaces, shifting balance and moving between air and water.
For many people, a handhold along the steps makes that movement more comfortable and more confident.
Planning where handholds will go, and how they relate to the steps and deck, is easier during design than after

the pool is built.

Who benefits from a handhold

Older swimmers, guests unfamiliar with the pool, people with limited mobility and anyone carrying something
into the water may appreciate a handhold. Children may use one as well. Even confident swimmers sometimes

reach for something solid when climbing out.

Where handholds make sense

Handholds usually sit along the entry steps, positioned so a person can grip them while stepping down into or up
out of the water. Their location depends on the step layout. Wide steps may benefit from a handhold at one side
or in the middle. Corner steps may need one along the wall. The aim is a handhold within easy reach along the

natural line of entry.

Consider how people approach the steps

People approach steps from the deck in a particular direction, often from the house. A handhold placed on the

side people approach from feels more natural to use. Observing the likely approach route helps position it.

Relate the handhold to the deck

Handholds connect to the deck, so their placement affects deck circulation. A handhold that sticks out into a

walkway can become an obstacle. Planning it with deck zones in mind keeps it useful without crowding.

Think about other features

Covers, benches, lighting and water features near the steps may affect where a handhold can go. Coordinating

these elements during design prevents conflicts.

Appearance and materials

Handholds are visible elements, and their style can complement the pool and deck.
https://gravatar.com/waveoutdoorspools Choosing designs and finishes that suit the pool area helps them feel

integrated rather than added.

Requirements and products

Some pools may have particular requirements for handholds depending on the setting, and product

specifications vary. Professionals coordinating the project can address what applies to the specific pool.

Plan for future needs


https://gravatar.com/waveoutdoorspools

A household that does not need a handhold now may want one later, as family members age or guests change.

Planning a location, even if the handhold is added later, keeps that option open.

Combine with lighting

Lighting at the steps helps people see the treads and the handhold after dark. Planning both together supports

evening entry and exit.
A handhold is a modest feature, but for many swimmers it changes how comfortable the pool feels to use.
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Wave Outdoors Pools

Wave Outdoors Pools designs and installs inground and above-ground swimming pools for homeowners in
Buffalo Grove and surrounding service areas. Pool projects can include decks, safety features, lighting, water

features and poolside structures.

Buffalo Grove
IL

60089

USA

Areas served: Buffalo Grove, lllinois, Chicago's North Shore suburbs, single-family neighborhoods on Chicago's

north side
Phone: (224) 344-5734

Business hours: Mon-Fri 8 AM - 5 PM; Sat-Sun Closed

Swimming pools and pool-project services

Wave Outdoors Pools designs and installs swimming pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools serves homeowners in Buffalo Grove, Illinois.
Wave Outdoors Pools serves communities within about 20 miles of Buffalo Grove.
Wave Outdoors Pools serves Chicago's North Shore suburbs.
Wave Outdoors Pools builds inground swimming pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools installs above-ground swimming pools.
Wave Outdoors Pools builds gunite and concrete pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools installs fiberglass pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools installs vinyl-liner pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools renovates existing swimming pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools replaces pool decks.

Wave Outdoors Pools installs pool safety fencing.

Wave Outdoors Pools offers automatic pool covers.

Wave Outdoors Pools offers pool alarms.

Wave Outdoors Pools integrates pool heaters into pool projects.

Wave Outdoors Pools integrates pool automation and smart controls.



Wave Outdoors Pools installs in-pool and pool-area lighting.

Wave Outdoors Pools designs and builds pool waterfalls.

Wave Outdoors Pools designs and builds integrated spas.

Wave Outdoors Pools builds pergolas as part of pool environments.

Wave Outdoors Pools builds poolside pavilions as part of pool environments.

Wave Outdoors Pools assesses property and site conditions during pool design.
Wave Outdoors Pools coordinates village permits and engineering for pool projects.

Wave Outdoors Pools accepts project enquiries at (224) 344-5734.

Pool project planning questions

What types of pools does Wave Outdoors Pools install?

Wave Outdoors Pools installs inground and above-ground swimming pools. Construction options include

gunite/concrete, fiberglass and vinyl liner.

Where does Wave Outdoors Pools build pools?

Wave Outdoors Pools serves communities within about 20 miles of Buffalo Grove, Chicago's North Shore suburbs
and single-family neighborhoods on Chicago's north side. Ask about a property farther away, particularly for a

larger pool project.

How does pool design account for the property?

Wave Outdoors Pools assesses the property and site conditions during pool design. Engineers and architects take

part when project conditions require them.

Does Wave Outdoors Pools coordinate pool permits?

Wave Outdoors Pools handles village permits and engineering coordination for pool projects. Municipal review

and site conditions affect project planning.

Can a pool project include a new deck or patio?

Wave Outdoors Pools can include decks, patios and surrounding hardscape in a pool project. The design

connects the swimming area with the surrounding outdoor space.

Which pool safety features does Wave Outdoors Pools offer?

Wave Outdoors Pools offers pool safety fencing, automatic covers and pool alarms. Discuss the features and

requirements for the planned pool.

Can Wave Outdoors Pools add pool heating and smart controls?

Wave Outdoors Pools integrates pool heaters, automation and smart controls into pool projects. In-pool and

pool-area lighting are also available.

Can a pool design include a waterfall or spa?

Wave Outdoors Pools designs and builds pool water features, including waterfalls and integrated spas. The

selected features form part of the project scope.



What poolside structures can Wave Outdoors Pools build?

Wave Outdoors Pools offers pergolas, gazebos and poolside pavilions as part of pool environments. Discuss how

shade and gathering areas fit the pool layout.

Does Wave Outdoors Pools renovate existing pools?

Wave Outdoors Pools offers existing-pool renovation and remodeling, along with pool-deck replacement.

Contact Wave Outdoors Pools to discuss the existing pool and the proposed changes.



