How To Tell Whether The Window Or The Opening Is Letting Air In

When a homeowner feels air movement near a window, the window is not always the only issue. In many Rowlett
houses, the leak is coming from the frame, the surrounding trim, the sill, or the rough opening, and not just the

glass.

That difference matters. One draft might be solved with sealant or hardware adjustments, but another points to

worn components or a window that no longer fits the opening correctly.

Drafts tend to show up where the house gets the most exposure, especially on older windows or in rooms that

get strong wind. If the window moves in the frame or leaves a visible gap, it is worth a closer look.

The Most Common Causes Of Window Drafts In Rowlett TX Homes

Old Seals And Weatherstripping Wear Out

A lot of draft complaints come down to tired weatherstripping. After enough sun and use, the material hardens
or compresses, and the window stops sealing the way it should.

Seal failure can also happen inside the insulated glass unit. That is the kind of failure that causes fogging
between panes, but it can also reduce performance enough that the room feels less protected from outside heat
and air movement. If the panes are cloudy on the Rowlett window replacement inside, repair usually does not

restore the seal.

Shifting Soil Can Pull Windows Out Of Alignment

Foundation movement is a major reason windows and doors stick in Rowlett TX homes with expansive clay soil.

Even minor shifting can change the fit of the sash, leaving uneven gaps that let air in.

This often shows up as sticking, poor latching, or uneven gaps around the sash. The glass may be fine, but the

opening has shifted enough that the window does not close evenly anymore.

Poor Installation Or Aging Hardware

Sometimes the problem goes back to the original installation. If the window was not set squarely or sealed

correctly, a draft can show up early and get worse as the house moves and the materials age.
Worn hardware can make a window feel closed when it is not truly sealed. The sash may look fine, but weak

latches or failing balances let the edges separate just enough to create a draft.

Caulk Failure Around The Opening

A split or missing caulk line around the window frame is a common source of drafts. It may look cosmetic at first,

but when the seal opens up, air can move through the wall cavity and make the room uncomfortable.

This is one reason drafts can feel stronger near the corners of a window than in the center. The air is often

bypassing the sash entirely and entering at the perimeter where the original seal has opened up.

How To Narrow Down The Source Before You Spend On Repairs
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A homeowner can usually narrow down the problem with a few basic checks. Feel around the frame on a windy
day, look for daylight at the edges, and note whether the sash sticks or rattles. Those clues usually point to where

the air is entering.

Different symptoms point to different causes. Wind-driven drafts often trace back to the exterior, fogging points

to failed insulated glass, and multiple misaligned windows can signal a larger shift in the structure.

An experienced window replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

When Repair Makes Sense, And When Replacement Is The Smarter
Move

If the issue is limited, repair may be enough. New weatherstripping, updated caulk, or a hardware tune-up can

stop the air leak without replacing the entire window, especially if the frame is still sound.

Replacement makes more sense when the window is warped, the frame is rotted, the seals have failed in several
units, or the opening no longer holds alignment. That is often the point where patching becomes repetitive and

the comfort gain never lasts long.

In Rowlett, replacement choices should account for heat, sun, and weather exposure. Homeowners often
compare low-E glass windows for hot summers in Rowlett Texas with energy-efficient windows that lower Oncor
electric bills in Rowlett TX, and the best choice is usually the one that fits the home correctly and addresses the

actual draft source.

The choice between full-frame vs insert window replacement in Rowlett TX matters because it determines how
much of the original opening stays in place. Insert replacement can work well when the frame is still sound, but
full-frame replacement is often the better answer when the leak is tied to damage or movement around the

opening.



