
Tropical-storm-force winds present a serious but often underestimated hazard. Among the risks these winds pose
is the threat of yard debris becoming airborne projectiles, which can cause substantial property damage and even
personal injury. Yet, many residents remain complacent during the so-called “quiet season,” trusting NOAA
seasonal outlooks to give them a false sense of security. This blog post breaks down the real risks, why relying
heavily on seasonal predictions can backfire, and how your yard debris management fits into peak storm season
preparation.

Quiet Season Complacency: Why There’s No Time to Slack Off
Florida residents often fall into a dangerous mindset outside the peak hurricane months of August through
October. The “quiet season” — especially spring through early summer — lulls people into thinking the worst is far
away. This false confidence can delay crucial cleanup and preparation steps.

What I always ask myself when walking a yard in early June or July is: “What can become a projectile?” Leaves
alone don’t worry me as much, but small branches, garden tools, potted plants, and unsecured trash bins already
pose risks. Yard debris isn’t just an eyesore; it’s a ticking time bomb when tropical-storm-force winds kick up.

The Limits of NOAA Seasonal Outlooks
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) provides seasonal outlooks each spring, projecting
whether hurricane activity will be above normal, near normal, or below normal. While these outlooks are useful for
broad long-term planning and mindset, they have critical limitations if taken as definitive forecasts.

Broad brushstrokes: NOAA’s outlooks cover big-picture statistics and patterns but do not predict when or
where storms will specifically form.

False security: A “below normal” or “near normal” season forecast can lull residents into postponing proactive
preparations like debris clearing and securing loose items.

Peak season surprise: Even in below-average seasons, a single storm making landfall with tropical-storm-
force winds can cause severe damage.



This uncertainty means yard debris management needs to be an ongoing effort—not a last-minute scramble
called into motion only after a watch or warning is issued.

Peak Season Timing and Yard Debris Risks
Historical data shows that tropical-storm-force winds and hurricanes overwhelmingly strike Florida during the
peak season, which runs from August 1 to October 31, with September being the most active month. Yard debris
collected and piled curbside during this time is exceptionally vulnerable.

Month Typical Debris Pickup Schedule Storm Frequency Risk of Yard Debris as Projectiles June Early season
trimming, limited pickup Low Moderate (residual from spring cleanup) July Trim and clear for growing season Low
to Moderate Moderate August Peak season begins, watch debris buildup Increasing High September Height of
hurricane season, curbside suspensions possible Peak Very High October Debris pickup resumes post-season High
tails off High

Hurricane Watch Triggers and Curbside Collection Suspensions

When local authorities issue a hurricane or tropical storm watch, municipal waste collection and yard debris pickup
services often suspend curbside collection. This policy is designed to keep crews safe and avoid clogged roads. But
this means piles of yard debris can sit unattended for days or weeks, increasing the risk of debris moving in high
winds if a storm hits.

Residents must understand this timing and plan proactively. Waiting until the last minute to trim trees or pile yard
waste at the curb can backfire spectacularly if a watch triggers suspension. Instead, aim to complete your yard
debris clearing well ahead of peak season and watch announcements.

Yard Debris as Airborne Projectiles: Real Property Damage Risks
Wind speeds classified as tropical-storm-force typically range from 39 to 73 miles per hour. These winds have
enough force to pick up light yard debris pieces—twigs, branches, palm fronds—and turn them into dangerous
airborne projectiles.



Broken windows: Small sticks propelled at these speeds can break glass windows, leading to dangerous
shards and potential home damage.

Damaged siding and roofing: Larger branches or unsecured garden tools can smash into walls or roofs,
causing physical damage and costly repairs.

Vehicle damage: Cars parked outside can sustain dents and shattered glass if caught in a flying debris field.

Injury risk: Flying debris isn’t just a property issue—residents walking outside during tropical-storm-force
winds expose themselves to serious injury risk.

I always tell audiences https://southfloridareporter.com/quiet-hurricane-season-has-florida-experts-warning-
against-complacency-as-peak-approaches/ that landscaping debris management isn’t about cosmetic neatness.
It’s a critical safety measure. Asking "What can become a projectile?" highlights everyday objects overlooked as
risks. That old planter, the lightweight patio chair, the loose gutter section—any of these can behave like a missile
in tropical-storm-force winds.

Checklist: Minimizing Airborne Projectile Risks from Yard Debris

1. Regularly trim trees and shrubs well before peak season, clearing dead branches and weak limbs.

2. Remove loose debris promptly: Do not wait to pile yard waste on the curb. Drop off at collections centers
if possible during high-risk months.

3. Secure or store outdoor items: Patio furniture, tools, grills, and even trash bins should be anchored or
moved inside when tropical-storm-force winds are forecasted.

4. Follow local debris pickup schedules: Understand when your municipality suspends collections after
watches or warnings and plan accordingly.

5. Consider neighbor coordination: Large debris piles near roads can affect your entire block. Collaborate on
debris clearing before hurricane season peaks.

Summary: Managing Yard Debris Throughout the Season
Yard debris might seem like a minor piece of storm preparation, but it’s a critical factor in reducing property
damage risk during tropical-storm-force winds. The key takeaways are:

Don’t let quiet season lull you into complacency; start managing debris early.

NOAA seasonal outlooks guide but don’t guarantee safety or timing.

Peak season months bring the highest risk—prioritize debris clearance before August.

Expect curbside collection suspensions when hurricane watches trigger; don’t wait until then.

Regularly walk your yard and ask: “What can become a projectile?”

Effective yard debris management is one of the simplest defenses homeowners have against the destructive force
of flying objects during tropical storms. Start your season checklist early, keep it up throughout the summer, and
you’ll have one less worry when the winds blow.


