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Navigating the Road: A Comprehensive Guide to Getting a Driver's
License in Poland
Acquiring a motorist's license (known locally as Prawo Jazdy) is a considerable milestone for anyone living in
Poland. Whether required for everyday commutes, weekend roadway trips through the attractive Masurian
Lakeland, or profession chances, holding a Polish license opens brand-new horizons.

Nevertheless, the process can seem challenging, particularly for expats and brand-new homeowners. This
thorough guide breaks down the requirements, costs, and detailed procedures to assist browse Poland's licensing
system with self-confidence.

Requirements: Who Can Apply?
Before starting the journey towards a Polish driver's license, candidates should meet specific legal and age
requirements. Most importantly, prospects need to abide by the residency guideline (meldunek), suggesting
they must reside in Poland for at least 185 days each year due to individual or professional ties.

Category Minimum Age What You Can Drive AM 14 years Mopeds and light quad bikes A1 16 years Light bikes
(approximately 125cc) A2 18 years Medium motorcycles (approximately 35 kW) B 18 years Automobile and light
vans C 21 years Heavy goods cars (trucks)

For the majority of people, the target is Category B (traveler automobiles). The following actions mostly
concentrate on obtaining this basic category.

Action 1: Get Your PKK Number (Profil Kandydata na Kierowcę)
The PKK (Driver Candidate Profile) is an unique electronic identification number generated by the local
government workplace. No driving school will accept a candidate without one.

To acquire a PKK, one need to go to the local district workplace ( Urząd Dzielnicy or Starostwo Powiatowe)
corresponding to their place of home.

What to bring to the office:

A finished application kind (available at the workplace or online).

A legitimate ID (Passport or Residence Card/ Karta Pobytu).

Proof of legal stay in Poland (visa, home license, or EU registration certificate).

A current passport-sized photograph (35 x 45 mm).

A medical certificate verifying fitness to drive.

Action 2: The Medical Examination
Before checking out the workplace for a PKK, candidates should go through a brief medical exam by a licensed
occupational medication physician ( lekarz uprawniony do badań badania kierowców).

What it includes: A basic check of vision, hearing, general health, and neurological reflexes.



Expense: Standardized by law at 200 PLN.

Where to find a doctor: Most driving schools can recommend licensed doctors, or prospects can find them
through regional centers.

Action 3: Driving School ( Ośrodek Szkolenia Kierowców - OSK)
Once the PKK number is protected, it is time to register in a driving school. Poland provides a structured
curriculum that combines theoretical understanding with useful behind-the-wheel training.

Course Requirements for Category B:

Theory: Minimum 30 hours (frequently readily available online or in-person).

Practice: Minimum 30 hours behind the wheel with a qualified instructor.

First Aid Course: Usually incorporated into the theoretical part.

Idea for Expats: While the vast majority of schools teach exclusively in Polish, a growing number of schools in
significant cities like Warsaw, Kraków, and Wrocław provide theoretical courses and tests in English.

Step 4: Passing the State Exams ( WORD)
After finishing the driving school course, candidates must pass 2 state assessments administered by the regional
traffic center, referred to as WORD ( Wojewódzki Ośrodek Ruchu Drogowego).

1. The Theoretical Exam

Format: Computer-based test consisting of 32 multiple-choice questions.

Scoring: Scored on a point system (max 74 points). A minimum of 68 points is needed to pass.

Languages: Available in Polish, English, and German (though a main translator may be needed for other
languages).

2. The Practical Exam

Carried out in two parts: on a maneuvering track and in genuine city traffic.

Maneuvering: Checking fluid levels, turning on lights, beginning the lorry on a hill, and reversing into a bay
or parallel parking.

City Driving: Driving in real traffic conditions for a minimum of 40 minutes, following the inspector's
guidelines while following all road signs and policies.

Step 5: Issuing the License
Congratulations! Once both tests are effectively passed, the WORD center updates the digital PKK system. The
final action is going back to the local district office ( Urząd) to pay the processing fee and order the physical card.

Approximated Costs Breakdown

Getting a driver's license in Poland needs a financial investment. Below is a practical estimate of the Visit this site
overall expenditures for a Category B license:

https://kartaxpresspoland.com/


Expense Item Estimated Cost (PLN) Medical Examination 200 PLN Passport Photos 30 - 50 PLN Driving School
Course (OSK) 2,500 - 4,000 PLN State Theory Exam (WORD) 50 PLN State Practical Exam (WORD) 200 PLN License
Production Fee 100.50 PLN Overall Estimated Cost ~ 3,080 - 4,600+ PLN

Keep in mind: Prices vary depending upon the city, inflation, and whether extra driving lessons are required.

Crucial Tips for Foreigners
Can you use a foreign license? Visitors from non-EU/EEA countries can generally drive on their foreign
license for approximately 6 months after obtaining residency. After that, the license needs to normally be
exchanged for a Polish one (which may require retaking the theoretical exam, depending on bilateral
contracts).

EU/EFTA Licenses: Holders of a valid motorist's license released by an EU or EFTA member state are not
needed to exchange their license, though they can willingly do so if they wish.

Persistence is Key: Bureaucracy in Poland can be careful. Constantly ensure all documents-- especially proof
of address and legal stay-- are totally as much as date before checking out public workplaces.

Starting the journey to get a driver's license in Poland needs time, research study, and monetary commitment,
but the liberty it offers makes every step beneficial. Powodzenia! (Good luck!)


