
Your wedding suit is one of the most critical elements of your big day ensemble. Like venue bookings and catering
tastings, pressing your suit deserves to be treated as a key timeline item in your wedding preparations. Knowing
precisely when to book a local presser can save you stress, wrinkles, and worst of all, last-minute panic.

In this detailed guide, I'll walk emmalinebride.com you through the timeline for pressing your wedding suit, explain
why you should never check your suit in luggage, explore smart carry-on tactics, and discuss the pros and
cons of garment duffels versus garment bags—especially with premium options like the Von Baer Grand Leather
Garment Bag.

1. Treating Your Wedding Suit as a Timeline Item
To avoid wrinkles and damage, pressing your suit should not be a last-minute afterthought. Instead, schedule
your suit pressing before your welcome dinner or any pre-wedding event where you’ll wear your suit for the
first time.

https://emmalinebride.com/destination/how-to-travel-with-a-suit/


Pro tip: Mark the pressing appointment in your calendar as you do with your hair trial or florist consultation. I
recommend booking your local presser at least 2-3 days before your travel—this buffer gives you enough time
to handle any unexpected snags.

At least 3 days before travel: Book your local press appointment.

1-2 days before travel: Pick up your freshly pressed suit and pack it carefully.

Day of travel: Protect your suit during transportation with the right carry-on gear.

2. Why You Should Never Check Your Wedding Suit
Wedding suits are expensive, delicate, and often have sentimental value. Checking your suit in airline baggage
increases the risk of:

Excessive wrinkles and creasing due to being folded or crushed

Loss or damage if baggage is misplaced or handled roughly

Moisture exposure that can stain or deteriorate fabric quality

Instead, always carry your wedding suit onboard as hand luggage. This way, you remain in control and can
keep it upright and protected throughout your journey.

3. Carry-On Tactics and Boarding Strategy
For your carry-on, the shape and size of your garment carrier matter immensely. But just as important is being
proactive at the airport to ensure your suit remains undisturbed.

Choose the Right Garment Carrier

Between garment duffels and garment bags, here's how they stack up:

Feature Garment Duffel Garment Bag (e.g., Von Baer Grand Leather Garment Bag) Shape Protection Flexible, more
prone to creases Structured, keeps suit flat and wrinkle-free Ease of Carrying Can be carried like a regular duffel;
some bulk Slim profile, typically with handles and shoulder strap Overhead Bin Fit Varies, often bulkier to stow
Usually designed to fit efficiently in overhead bins Protection from Weather / Airport Elements Usually water-
resistant but less rigid Premium leather and lining offers superior protection

The verdict: If budget permits, invest in a premium garment bag like the Von Baer Grand Leather Garment Bag. Its
structured design and high-quality materials provide unmatched protection and packing ease, ideal for delicate
wedding suits.

Smart Boarding Strategy

Once you reach the airport, adopt these tactics to protect your suit:

1. Check overhead bin space early. Approach the gate early to identify where the bin space is and size up if
your garment bag will fit horizontally or vertically.

2. Request early boarding if possible. This lets you store your carry-on up top without being forced to wedge
it somewhere terrible last minute.

3. Keep your garment bag hand-carried until you reach your seat. Don’t toss it on a conveyor belt or allow
others to flub it—control is everything.



4. Never fold or place heavier items on top of your suit case. Keep it separated from heavy or bulky bags
in the overhead.

4. When to Book Your Local Presser
Pinning down the exact time to book your presser hinges on your whole wedding weekend schedule and travel
plans. Keep these timing guidelines front and center:

Book before travel: The pressing should happen locally, not at the destination—this ensures consistency,
quality, and control.

Schedule before welcome dinner: Your suit might be needed for any pre-wedding celebrations or
rehearsals. Avoid pressing during the ceremony morning when energy and time are limited.

Avoid pressing on the morning of the ceremony: Last-minute pressing invites disaster—traffic delays,
pressing errors, or suit damage that can't be fixed quickly.

Here’s a sample ideal timeline:

1. 3-5 days before travel: Book your local presser.

2. 2-3 days before travel: Drop off and pick up your freshly pressed suit.

3. Day before travel: Pack your suit in the Von Baer Grand Leather Garment Bag or equivalent premium
garment bag.

4. Day of travel: Carry on your suit, apply boarding strategy for best overhead bin placement.

5. Essential Packing and Travel Reminders
Aside from pressing and travel strategy, here are some last tips from my years of experience traveling with
formalwear for weddings:

Always pack a handheld steamer in your carry-on. Wrinkles can happen mid-trip; a quick steam can save
your suit.

Do a double-check of your garment bag contents the night before. Don’t be “that person” frantically
checking for missing cufflinks or tie clips at the airport.

Label your garment bag clearly with your contact info. Just in case it’s misplaced, this speeds up
recovery.

Conclusion
Booking a local presser for your wedding suit isn’t just a random extra to-do; it’s a vital, time-sensitive timeline
item you should treat with the same attention you give other wedding details. Schedule that pressing before
your travel and before any pre-wedding events to keep your suit perfectly crisp and stress-free.

Invest in the right travel gear—preferably a premium garment bag like the Von Baer Grand Leather Garment Bag
—and use thoughtful carry-on tactics with a proactive boarding strategy. Follow these steps, and you’ll look your
absolute best without drama on your big day.

Remember: when it comes to your wedding suit, never leave pressing and packing to chance. Plan ahead, pack
smart, and carry on calm.


