What The Dallas Climate Does To Wood Entry Doors

Wood entry doors age faster in Dallas than many homeowners expect, mostly because the climate keeps
swinging between extreme heat, dry spells, and sudden moisture changes. Sunlight is a major factor, but it is not
the only one.

Direct sun bakes the exterior face of the door, while the shaded side expands and contracts differently. Over time,
that imbalance causes the surface to dry out and pull apart, which shows up as cracks or a door that no longer
sits flat.

Dallas also has long stretches of dry weather that pull moisture out of wood. Uneven drying is a big reason a

door starts to bow or rack out of square.

An experienced door replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

What Actually Causes The Damage

In the field, the first thing | look for is whether the protective coating has broken down. That cycle of wet and dry

is what makes cracks spread and panels shift.

Another common cause is poor exposure control. A premium door still needs protection, because no finish can

completely cancel out the effects of direct weather exposure.

If the door or jamb was not sealed correctly during installation, moisture can enter from edges that most people

never check. A door can be blamed for warping when the opening around it is the part that has actually moved.

Heat itself does not just dry wood out, it also weakens adhesives and finishes. The weak points usually show up

where the construction changes, such as panel edges, rails, or carved areas.

How To Tell The Difference

If you have to lift the handle to close it, see daylight at one corner, or notice the latch scraping only in one spot,
the slab may be out of shape. Some homeowners notice the problem every August, then again after a stretch of

dry wind.

Hairline checking can be cosmetic at first, but deeper splits often mean the wood has been drying unevenly for a

while. Once door installation Dallas TX the surface starts separating, the door usually needs more than a touch-

up.

A warped door and a shifting frame can look very similar from across the room. That is why a careful inspection

checks hinges, weatherstripping, threshold alignment, and jamb square, not just the slab itself.

How To Slow The Damage Before It Gets Worse

In Dallas, that kind of upkeep is not optional if you want the door to stay straight and tight. The finish is the first

line of defense, so it needs to stay intact.
A few habits go a long way:

® Inspect the side that takes the most direct sun.

® Keep the threshold and bottom edge sealed.
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® |ess direct exposure usually means less movement.
* Small air leaks can become moisture problems.

* Address sticking early, before force causes more damage.

Wood has a classic look, but not every entrance is a great candidate for it in full sun. In especially exposed

locations, a fiberglass or steel option may hold up better with less upkeep.

For older homes, the decision often comes down to whether the slab can be restored without fighting the

opening itself. A trained installer can tell when the issue is surface damage, when it is structural movement, and
when the whole assembly needs to be rebuilt.

Most cracking and warping comes down to a mix of UV exposure, moisture loss, weak finish, and movement in

the opening.



