The One Getting A Driver's License In Poland Mistake That Every Newbie Makes

Navigating the Road: A Comprehensive Guide to Getting a Driver's
License in Poland

Acquiring a driver's license (known in your area as Prawo Jazdy) is a considerable turning point for anybody living
in Poland. Whether required for day-to-day commutes, weekend trip through the stunning Masurian Lakeland, or

career opportunities, holding a Polish license opens up brand-new horizons.

Nevertheless, the process can seem difficult, specifically for expats and brand-new residents. This thorough guide
breaks down the requirements, expenses, and step-by-step treatments to help navigate Poland's licensing system

with self-confidence.

Requirements: Who Can Apply?

Before beginning the journey toward a Polish chauffeur's license, candidates must meet particular legal and age
requirements. Most notably, candidates need to comply with the residency guideline (meldunek), indicating

they need to reside in Poland for a minimum of 185 days each year due to individual or professional ties.

Classification Minimum Age What You Can Drive AM 14 years Mopeds and light quad bikes A1 16 years Light
motorbikes (approximately 125cc) A2 18 years Medium motorbikes (as much as 35 kW) B 18 years Guest cars

and trucks and light vans C 21 years Heavy items lorries (trucks)

For many people, the target is Category B (automobile). The following steps mainly concentrate on acquiring this

basic classification.

Step 1: Get Your PKK Number (Profil Kandydata na Kierowce)

The PKK (Driver Candidate Profile) is a distinct electronic identification number created by the regional federal

government workplace. No driving school will accept an applicant without one.

To acquire a PKK, one should go to the local district jak kupi¢ prawo jazdy office ( Urzgd Dzielnicy or Starostwo

Powiatowe) representing their location of house.

What to give the workplace:

* A completed application kind (readily available at the workplace or online).

* Alegitimate ID (Passport or Residence Card/ Karta Pobytu).

® Proof of legal remain in Poland (visa, residence authorization, or EU registration certificate).
® A recent passport-sized photo (35 x 45 mm).

* A medical certificate verifying fitness to drive.

Step 2: The Medical Examination

Before checking out the office for a PKK, candidates must undergo a quick medical examination by an authorized

occupational medication doctor ( lekarz uprawniony do badan badania kierowcow).

* What it involves: A basic check of vision, hearing, general health, and neurological reflexes.
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* Expense: Standardized by law at 200 PLN.

* Where to discover a medical professional: Most driving schools can suggest licensed physicians, or

prospects can discover them by means of regional centers.

Action 3: Driving School ( Osrodek Szkolenia Kierowcow - OSK)

Once the PKK number is secured, it is time to enroll in a driving school. Poland provides a structured curriculum

that integrates theoretical understanding with practical behind-the-wheel training.

Course Requirements for Category B:

* Theory: Minimum 30 hours (often offered online or in-person).
® Practice: Minimum 30 hours behind the wheel with a qualified instructor.

* Emergency Treatment Course: Usually incorporated into the theoretical portion.

Pointer for Expats: While the huge majority of schools teach specifically in Polish, a growing number of schools

in significant cities like Warsaw, Krakow, and Wroctaw offer theoretical courses and exams in English.

Step 4: Passing the State Exams ( WORD)

After completing the driving school course, candidates should pass 2 state evaluations administered by the local

traffic center, called WORD ( Wojewédzki Osrodek Ruchu Drogowego).

1. The Theoretical Exam

* Format: Computer-based test consisting of 32 multiple-choice concerns.
® Scoring: Scored on a point system (max 74 points). A minimum of 68 points is required to pass.

* Languages: Available in Polish, English, and German (though a main translator may be needed for other

languages).

2. The Practical Exam
Carried out in 2 parts: on a maneuvering track and in real city traffic.

* Maneuvering: Checking fluid levels, turning on lights, beginning the car on a hill, and reversing into a bay or
parallel parking.

¢ City Driving: Driving in real traffic conditions for a minimum of 40 minutes, following the inspector's

guidelines while complying with all road indications and policies.

Step 5: Issuing the License

Congratulations! Once both examinations are successfully passed, the WORD center updates the digital PKK
system. The last step is returning to the regional district office ( Urzgd) to pay the processing fee and order the

physical card.

Estimated Costs Breakdown

Getting a chauffeur's license in Poland needs a financial investment. Below is a sensible estimate of the total

expenditures for a Category B license:



Expense Item Approximated Cost (PLN) Medical Examination 200 PLN Passport Photos 30 - 50 PLN Driving
School Course (OSK) 2,500 - 4,000 PLN State Theory Exam (WORD) 50 PLN State Practical Exam (WORD) 200 PLN
License Production Fee 100.50 PLN Overall Estimated Cost ~ 3,080 - 4,600+ PLN

Keep in mind: Prices differ depending upon the city, inflation, and whether extra driving lessons are needed.

Important Tips for Foreigners

* Can you utilize a foreign license? Visitors from non-EU/EEA countries can usually drive on their foreign
license for up to 6 months after getting residency. After that, the license should typically be exchanged for a

Polish one (which may need retaking the theoretical examination, depending on bilateral agreements).

* EU/EFTA Licenses: Holders of a valid chauffeur's license provided by an EU or EFTA member state are not

required to exchange their license, though they can willingly do so if they wish.

* Patience is Key: Bureaucracy in Poland can be careful. Always ensure all files-- especially proof of address

and legal stay-- are totally approximately date before going to public workplaces.

Starting the journey to get a chauffeur's license in Poland requires time, study, and monetary dedication, but the

freedom it provides makes every step beneficial. Powodzenia! (Good luck!)



