
Finding Your Perfect Writing Companion: A Look at
the Top Writing Notebooks
After decades of filling pages with words, I have come to see the notebook not as a simple tool
but as a quiet partner in the act of writing. The feel of the paper under your hand, the way the
ink settles into the fibers, the binding that either fights you or lets the book fall open flat, these
details shape the experience as much as the words themselves. Over the years I have tested
dozens of notebooks, from cheap spiral bounds that shed pages to leather-bound journals
costing more than a good dinner. The ones I keep coming back to are the ones that get out of
the way and let the writing happen.

If you are serious about your craft, you have likely searched for the top writing notebooks at
some point. That search can be overwhelming. The market is flooded with options, each
promising the perfect combination of paper, binding, and design. The truth is that perfect
depends on what you write, how you write, and where you write. A fountain pen user needs
different paper than a ballpoint user. A poet working in short lines has different needs than a
novelist drafting long scenes. What follows is a breakdown of the notebooks I have personally
used and trust, grouped by what they do best.

Paper Quality: The Foundation of a Good Notebook
Before we get into specific brands, we have to talk about paper. I have seen writers fall in love
with a notebook only to discover that their favorite pen bleeds through every page. That
disappointment is avoidable if you know what to look for. The weight of the paper, measured in
grams per square meter (gsm), matters, but so does the coating and the fiber composition.
Heavier paper is not always better; some lightweight papers handle ink beautifully because of
their tight, smooth finish.

Rhodia uses a coated, vellum paper that is famously fountain pen friendly. I have used Rhodia
pads and notebooks for years, and they handle even a wet TWSBI fountain pen without bleed-
through or feathering. The paper is smooth, almost slippery, which gives a nice feedback to the
pen. Clairefontaine, the French company that makes the paper for many Rhodia products,
produces a similar quality under its own name. If you value a clean, crisp writing surface, these
two brands deserve a spot on your shelf.



Midori MD is another standout. The paper is uncoated, with a soft, creamy texture that absorbs
ink slightly. It gives a more organic feel to handwriting, almost like writing on a high-quality
letter sheet. The Midori MD notebook is a minimalist affair, simple cover, thread binding, no
frills, but the paper is among the best I have tested. It works well with everything from a Pilot
G2 to a fine-nib fountain pen.

For those who prefer a thicker, more substantial page, Archer & Olive and Notebook Therapy
offer notebooks with 120 gsm and 160 gsm paper, respectively. These are popular in the bullet
journal community because they stand up to heavy use, but they are also great for writers who
like to write on both sides of the page without ghosting. The trade-off is that the notebooks are



thicker and heavier, so they are less portable. I keep one on my desk for longer sessions and
reach for a lighter notebook when I am out.

Binding and Layout: How the Notebook Behaves
The binding of a notebook determines how it lies open, how long it lasts, and how much it
holds. For a writer, lay-flat binding is ideal. A notebook that stays open on its own leaves both
hands free for writing, which is more comfortable and keeps your place. Many of the top
writing notebooks use a thread-bound or sewn binding that allows the book to open flat.
Leuchtturm1917 uses a stitched binding with a flexible spine, and their notebooks lay
reasonably flat after a little breaking in. The paper is not as ink-resistant as Rhodia or Midori,
but it works well for most pens, and the page numbers and table of contents are handy for
longer projects.

Dingbats uses a lay-flat binding that is excellent. Their notebooks are made with 100 gsm
paper that is cream-coloured and pleasant to write on. I have found that Dingbats handles
fountain pen ink better than Leuchtturm1917, though not quite as well as Rhodia. The cover is
soft, flexible leather-ish material, and the notebook feels good in the hand. I have used one as a
daily journal for a full year, and the binding held up without any pages coming loose.

Hobonichi Techo uses a very different binding. The thin, lightweight paper (Tomoe River) is
sewn into a soft cover that opens completely flat. Tomoe River paper is famous among
fountain pen users for being thin yet surprisingly resistant to bleed-through. It does ghost, you
can see the writing from the other side, but that is a trade-off for a notebook that packs
hundreds of pages into a slim package. I use a Hobonichi Techo as my everyday carry planner
and journal. It fits in a coat pocket and lasts me the whole year.

Rocketbook takes a different approach entirely. Their notebooks use specialized paper that
works with Pilot Frixion pens and can be wiped clean with a damp cloth. This is useful for
writers who draft and redraft heavily, or who want a reusable notebook for notes. The paper is
smooth and the binding is spiral or disc-bound, which allows you to remove pages. It is not the
same experience as writing in a premium journal, but it fills a real need.
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Grids and Layouts: Dot Grid, Ruled, or Blank
The layout of the page can influence how you write. I prefer dot grid for almost everything. The
dots give a subtle guide for lines and margins without the visual noise of ruled paper. Many of
the notebooks I use offer dot grid as an option, including Leuchtturm1917, Dingbats, and
Archer & Olive. Rhodia has dot grid in some of their Webnotebooks, and the dots are small
enough to stay out of the way.

Baron Fig makes a minimalist dot grid notebook that I have used intermittently. The paper is
good, the binding is solid, and the cover is simple. I found that the paper handled fountain pens
fairly well, though it ghosted a little more than I would like. Still, for a writer who uses ballpoint
or gel pens, it is a solid choice. Field Notes, on the other hand, uses a smaller format and a



more athletic paper. Their memo books are great for quick notes, but the paper is not ideal for
fountain pens. I use Field Notes for lists and outlines, not for long-form writing.

Strathmore is a brand that serious writers should know. Their sketchbooks and notebooks use
Bristol paper, which is heavy and smooth, and they offer both dot grid and blank pages. I have
used Strathmore notebooks for calligraphy practice and for drafts where I want a very clean
surface. The paper is thick and takes ink beautifully, but the notebooks are heavier and more
expensive.

Peter Pauper Press produces a line of cloth-bound journals that are affordable and surprisingly
good. The paper is not top-tier for fountain pens, but it is fine for ballpoints and pencils. I have
recommended these to students and beginning writers who want a decent notebook without
spending a lot. JetPens, the online store, carries a wide selection of these brands and is a good
place to explore if you want to try different papers and bindings without committing to a full
notebook.

Choosing the Right Notebook for Your Work
When I think about the top writing notebooks, I do not think about a single winner. I think about
a set of tools that serve different purposes. For a long writing session at a desk, I reach for a
Rhodia Webnotebook or a Midori MD. The paper is reliable, the binding is comfortable, and the
notebook does not distract. For daily notes and on-the-go writing, a Hobonichi Techo or a
Dingbats is my choice. The smaller size and flexible cover fit into a bag, and the paper can
handle whatever pen I have with me.



If you are still exploring, I suggest buying one notebook from two or three different brands and
testing them side by side. Write the same sentence in each with the same pen. Notice how the
paper feels, how the ink dries, how the binding holds. That hands-on experience will tell you
more than any review. I have done this myself many times, and I still discover new preferences.
The top writing notebooks are the ones that disappear from your awareness and leave you
alone with your thoughts.

And that, after all, is the point. A good notebook is a vessel, not a destination. It holds your
words without getting in the way. Whether you choose a Leuchtturm1917 for its page numbers
and structure, a Moleskine for its classic feel, or a Rhodia for its buttery paper, what matters is
that you keep writing. The notebook is just a tool. The work is yours.


