
Comparing Metal Roofing Options for Your Home
When you start looking at metal roofing options for a residential property, the first thing you
notice is how much the category has grown. Twenty years ago, most homeowners imagined a
barn or a shed when they heard "metal roof." Today, standing seam metal roofing and
corrugated metal roofing are common choices on modern houses, especially in places like
Austin where heat reflection and long-term durability really matter. I have worked on roofs
across Central Texas, and I can tell you that picking the right metal is as important as picking
the right contractor.

Metal roofs are not one-size-fits-all. The material you choose affects the metal roof cost, the
metal roof lifespan, and how the roof handles our intense sun and occasional hail. In this
article, I will walk through the main types of metal roofing panels and coatings so you can
make an informed decision. This is not a list of the top ten options. It is a practical breakdown
of what works, what costs what, and what you should watch out for during metal roof
installation Austin.

Standing Seam Metal Roofing
Standing seam metal roofing is the most popular choice for residential metal roofs in Austin.
The panels run vertically from the ridge to the eaves, and the seams between them are raised
above the flat surface. This design keeps most of the fasteners hidden, which reduces the
chance of leaks and gives the roof a clean, modern look. I have installed standing seam on
houses where the owner wanted something that would last forty years without major
maintenance. With proper metal roof underlayment and metal roof ventilation, a standing seam
roof can easily hit that mark.

The biggest advantage of standing seam is its longevity. Most manufacturers offer warranties
of thirty to forty years, and the actual lifespan can stretch to sixty or seventy years if the metal
is thick enough and the coating is good. The downside is the metal roof cost. Standing seam
requires more skilled labor and more material than corrugated, so you will pay a premium. But
for a primary residence where you plan to stay for decades, that upfront cost often pays off.

Corrugated Metal Roofing
Corrugated metal roofing is the older, more utilitarian cousin of standing seam. It uses panels
with wavy ridges that add stiffness without needing thick metal. You see it on sheds, barns,
and some modern industrial-style homes. In Austin, I have seen corrugated used on carports,
patio covers, and even on a few houses where the owner wanted a rustic look. The panels are
usually steel or aluminum, and they are fastened with exposed screws and rubber washers.



Corrugated is significantly cheaper than standing seam. The installation is simpler, and the
materials cost less. But the exposed fasteners mean more potential leak points over time. The
rubber washers dry out after ten or fifteen years, so you have to plan for periodic maintenance.
If you are looking at metal roofing options for a guest house or a workshop, corrugated is a
solid choice. For a main house, I would lean toward standing seam unless your budget is tight.

Metal Choices: Steel, Aluminum, Copper, and Zinc
Beyond the panel style, the type of metal matters a lot. Steel roofing is the most common. It is
strong, relatively cheap, and can be coated to resist rust. Galvalume is a specific type of steel
roofing that has a zinc-aluminum coating. It resists corrosion better than plain galvanized steel
and is one of the most cost-effective options for standing seam roofs. I have used galvalume
on several projects in Austin, and it holds up well to our humidity and occasional rain.

Aluminum roofing is lighter than steel and never rusts. It is a good choice for coastal areas, but
in Central Texas, it works fine as long as you pair it with the right coating. Aluminum is softer
than steel, so it can dent more easily from hail or foot traffic. For that reason, I usually
recommend steel for residential roofs unless the homeowner specifically wants aluminum.

Copper roofing is the premium choice. It develops a green patina over time, which many people
find beautiful. Copper lasts a very long time, often over a hundred years. But it is expensive,
and the installation requires special skills. Copper also expands and contracts more than steel,
so the metal roof ventilation and metal roof underlayment have to be designed carefully. I have
only worked on two copper roofs in Austin. Both were on custom homes where the owner
wanted something truly unique.

Zinc roofing is similar to copper in its longevity and price. It also forms a protective patina, but
the color is a soft gray rather than green. Zinc is more malleable than steel, so it works well for
curved roofs or complex shapes. It is less common in the United States than in Europe, but I
have seen it used on a few modern homes in the Hill Country. If you are exploring metal roofing
options and you have the budget for copper or zinc, talk to a contractor who has installed them
before. Not every crew knows how to work with these materials.

Coatings and Finishes
The coating on a metal roof is what protects it from the sun, rain, and scratches. The industry
standard for residential metal roofs is a PVDF coating, which is a type of high-performance
paint. Kynar 500 is a brand name for a PVDF coating that has been around for decades. It
resists fading, chalking, and peeling much better than standard polyester paints. If you are
buying metal roof panels, look for the Kynar 500 or a comparable PVDF coating. It costs a little
more upfront, but it saves you from repainting the roof after ten years.

https://austinroofingcompany.com/roof-types/metal-roofing


Some manufacturers offer a Kynar 500 coating in a wide range of colors. Lighter colors reflect
more heat, which helps with energy bills in the summer. Darker colors look sharp but absorb
more heat, which can increase the temperature in your attic. If you are doing a metal roof
installation Austin, I would recommend a light or medium color to keep the house cooler.

Insulation, Underlayment, and Ventilation
Metal roofs get a bad reputation for being noisy during rain. That reputation is mostly about old
corrugated roofs with no insulation. A modern metal roof should have a good metal roof
underlayment, typically a synthetic felt or a self-adhering membrane, installed over the deck
and under the panels. That underlayment keeps water out and adds a layer of sound
dampening. Metal roof insulation, such as rigid foam or fiberglass batts, goes between the
rafters or above the ceiling. It reduces noise and improves energy efficiency.

Metal roof ventilation is also critical. The space between the underlayment and the metal
panels needs to breathe. If you trap moisture in that cavity, the metal can corrode from the
inside out, even if the coating is perfect. Ridge vents and soffit vents are the standard way to
keep air moving. I have seen roofs fail in less than ten years because the installer skipped the
ventilation step. Do not let that happen on your project.

Accessories: Snow Guards and Roof Flashing
In Texas, snow is rare, but it does happen. A few years ago, we had a storm that dumped
several inches of wet snow on Austin. The snow slid off a standing seam roof and damaged a
carport below. Snow guards are small devices that attach to the roof panels to break up sliding
snow. They are cheap and easy to install. If you have a metal roof over a porch or a walkway,
consider adding them.

Roof flashing is another detail that matters. Flashing is the metal trim that seals the edges of
the roof, the valleys, and the penetrations like vents and skylights. It should match the panel
material and coating. Cheap flashing or improper installation leads to leaks. I always use the
same gauge and coating for flashing that I use for the panels. That way, everything expands
and contracts at the same rate.

Cost and Lifespan Considerations
When you compare metal roofing options, the metal roof cost varies widely. A corrugated steel
roof with a basic coating might cost half as much as a standing seam copper roof. But the
metal roof lifespan also varies. A well-installed standing seam steel roof with a PVDF coating
can last forty to seventy years. A corrugated roof with exposed fasteners might need
replacement after twenty-five years. You have to decide what makes sense for your situation.



For a primary residence in Austin where you plan to live for the next twenty years, I would
invest in standing seam steel or galvalume with a Kynar 500 coating. That combination gives
you the best balance of durability, appearance, and price. If you are building a rental property or
a shop, corrugated aluminum or steel will work fine and save you money upfront.

One last thing: always hire a contractor who specializes in metal roof installation Austin. Metal
roofs are not forgiving. A small mistake in the underlayment or the flashing can cause big
problems later. I have seen homeowners save a few thousand dollars on installation only to
spend ten times that on repairs. Do your homework, get multiple quotes, and ask to see photos
of previous metal roof work.

Choosing among metal roofing options comes down to your budget, your climate, and how
long you plan to stay in the house. Standing seam with a good coating and proper ventilation
will serve you well for decades. Corrugated is a practical alternative for less critical structures.
And if you have the money and the desire for something truly special, copper or zinc can make
a statement that lasts a lifetime. Whichever route you take, pay attention to the details. A metal
roof is a long-term investment, and it deserves careful planning.


