Why You Should Schedule a Free Radon Quote
York Homeowners Trust

If you live in York County and you have a basement or a crawlspace, radon is probably already
on your mind. And for good reason. The EPA estimates that radon causes more than 20,000
lung cancer deaths each year in the United States, making it the second leading cause after
smoking. The tricky part is that radon is invisible, odorless, and tasteless. You cannot see it or
smell it, so the only way to know if your home has a problem is to test for it. That is where a
free radon quote York homeowners can use to get started makes real sense.

Understanding Radon and How It Gets Inside

Radon comes from the natural decay of uranium in soil and rock. As the uranium breaks down,
radon gas is released. That gas moves up through the soil and can enter your home through
cracks in the foundation, gaps around pipes, sump openings, or even through the pores of
concrete blocks. Once inside, radon can build up to dangerous levels, especially in lower levels
like basements where ventilation is limited.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6pwXpXcg4k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6pwXpXcg4k

York County sits in a region where radon potential is moderate to high, according to EPA maps.
That does not mean every home has a problem, but it does mean every homeowner should
test. If you have never tested, or if your test was more than two years old, it is time to check
again. Radon levels can change over time as the ground shifts, construction changes happen
nearby, or your home's ventilation changes.

Short-Term vs. Long-Term Testing

There are two main ways to test for radon: a short-term test and a long-term test. A short-term
test stays in your home for two to seven days. It gives you a quick snapshot, which is useful if
you are in the middle of a home sale or just want a fast answer. However, radon levels can
fluctuate day to day and season to season, so a short-term test may not reflect your average
exposure.

A long-term test stays in place for more than 90 days and gives a much more accurate picture
of your home's year-round radon levels. The EPA recommends long-term testing for the most
reliable results. Many professionals, including the team behind the free radon quote York
residents ask for, will start with a short-term test and then recommend a long-term test if initial

levels are borderline. That way you get both speed and accuracy.


https://yorkparadonpros.com/radon-mitigation-york-pa/

What Happens If Your Levels Are High

If your test shows radon levels at or above 4 picocuries per liter (pCi/L), the EPA says you
should take action. That threshold is not a health boundary but rather a guideline. Some
experts argue that any radon exposure carries some risk, and the American Lung Association
supports testing and mitigation for all homes. The goal is to get levels as low as reasonably
achievable.

Lowering radon levels usually requires a radon mitigation system. The most common and
effective method for homes with a basement or slab-on-grade foundation is sub-slab
depressurization. This system works by creating a vacuum beneath the concrete slab, drawing
soil gas out of the ground and venting it safely above the roof line. A radon fan, usually
installed in the attic or outside the home, creates that suction. The fan must run continuously
to maintain the vacuum, and it needs to be sized correctly for your home's footprint and soil
conditions.

For homes with a crawlspace, the approach is different. Instead of pulling gas from under a
slab, the contractor typically places a vapor barrier over the dirt floor and then pulls the gas
from beneath that barrier. In some cases, a sealed sump can also serve as a collection point. A



sealed sump is a pit that collects water and soil gas, and when sealed and connected to a fan,
it becomes part of the mitigation system.

Choosing the Right Equipment

Not all radon fans are created equal. One of the most trusted brands in the industry is
RadonAway. Their fans are known for reliability and quiet operation. A good fan should run for
years with little maintenance, but eventually every fan wears out. That is when fan replacement
becomes necessary. If your system is more than five years old or making unusual noises, it
may be time for a fan replacement. A professional can check the system's performance using
a manometer or U-tube gauge. These simple devices measure the pressure difference between
the inside of the suction pipe and the surrounding air. A reading within the manufacturer's
range tells you the system is working. A low reading might mean a blockage, a failing fan, or a
leak in the piping.

Follow-Up Testing After Installation

Once a radon system installation is complete, the job is not done. You need follow-up testing to
confirm that the system is actually lowering radon levels. Most mitigation contractors,
including those offering a free radon quote York homeowners can schedule, will include a post-
mitigation test as part of the service. This test is usually a short-term test run for a few days
after the system has been running for at least 24 hours. If the levels are below 4 pCi/L, the
system is working. If not, adjustments may be needed. Sometimes the fan speed needs to be
increased, or additional suction points need to be added.



Maintaining Your System Over Time

A radon mitigation system is not a set-it-and-forget-it appliance. You should check the
manometer or U-tube gauge every few months to make sure the vacuum is holding. If the
gauge shows no pressure difference, the fan may have stopped or the pipe may be damaged.
Snow, ice, or debris can also block the vent pipe on the roof, so it is wise to inspect it after
storms. Some newer RadonAway fans come with alarm systems that alert you if the fan stops
working. That is a nice feature, but a simple visual check of the gauge still gives you immediate
peace of mind.

If you move into a home that already has a mitigation system, ask the previous owner for the
maintenance records. Find out when the fan was last replaced and whether any follow-up
testing was done. If the records are missing, it is worth scheduling a free radon quote York
professionals provide to have the system inspected and tested. A system that looks fine on the
outside might have a failing fan or a cracked pipe underground.

Why Testing Matters for Every Home



| have seen homes where the owners waited years before testing, only to find radon levels
above 10 pCi/L. | have also seen homes where a simple system brought levels from 8 pCi/L
down to 1.5 pCi/L within a week. The difference is not magic. It is good engineering and proper
installation. The National Radon Program and the American Lung Association both
recommend testing every two years, even after mitigation. Radon levels can change, and the
only way to know is to test.

If you are buying a home in York County, include a radon test in your inspection contingency. If
you are selling, testing ahead of time can prevent surprises at closing. Many real estate
transactions now require a radon test, and if levels are high, the buyer may ask for a mitigation
system. Having a system already in place can be a selling point.

Getting Started

The first step is simple: get a test. You can buy a test kit at a hardware store or online, but a
professional test is often more reliable because the technician places the device correctly and
follows strict protocols. Some mitigation companies offer a combined service where they test
your home and, if needed, provide a free radon quote York homeowners can use to compare
options. That saves you the trouble of finding a separate tester and then a separate contractor.



When you get a quote, ask about the equipment brand, the warranty on the fan, and whether
follow-up testing is included. A good contractor will walk you through the system design and
explain how the piping will run. They should also check for things like a sealed sump or other
potential entry points that might need attention. Price matters, but so does experience. A
poorly installed system can waste electricity, make noise, or fail to lower radon levels.
Spending a little more upfront for a quality radon system installation is worth it in the long run.

Radon is a serious health risk, but it is also a manageable one. With testing, proper mitigation,
and routine maintenance, you can protect your family and your home. Start by scheduling a
free radon quote York, and take the first step toward cleaner air.



