How Dallas Homes Lose Energy Around The Door
A drafty door is not always a failed door.
You can feel it on a windy day, or even on a still afternoon when the HVAC is running hard.

Before anyone talks about replacement, it helps to separate simple perimeter leakage from a door that no longer

fits the opening well.
Dallas brings a few extra complications that make this diagnosis matter.

An experienced door installer company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

When Weatherstripping Is Usually Enough

When Dallas door replacement the slab closes properly and the main issue is a worn seal, weatherstripping

usually delivers the fastest return.

If the door closes evenly and the hinges are doing their job, a new gasket or compression seal can make a real

difference.

This is the more practical option when you are dealing with minor wear, seasonal shrinking, or a threshold that

just needs adjustment.
Weatherstripping usually makes sense when:

* the door still operates smoothly

® the air leak is concentrated at the perimeter
* the frame is not rotten or badly warped

* the slab has not split, delaminated, or sagged

If the issue is mainly air leakage rather than failure of the door assembly, weatherstripping is usually the right first

move.

Signs The Door Has Reached Replacement Territory
Some doors have simply aged past the stage where a new sweep or foam seal can carry the load.

If the latch has to be forced, the deadbolt binds, or you can see daylight after repeated adjustments, the problem
is often bigger than weatherstripping.

A wood door that has baked in direct sun may crack or twist over time, and that can be a bigger energy drain

than homeowners expect.
Replacement is usually the better option when:

* the frame is rotted, split, or out of square
* the slab will not stay aligned
® you can see repeated water intrusion, rust, or swelling

® previous sealing fixes have not held
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This is also where homeowners often start comparing materials and efficiency ratings instead of just patching a

problem.

What Dallas Homeowners Should Weigh Before Choosing
A cheap weatherstripping job that fails in one season can end up costing more than doing the replacement once.

Entry doors facing west or south take more abuse from heat, while patio doors can suffer from sun, expansion,

and repeated use.
A relatively new door with poor seals may only need adjustments and weatherstripping.

If the door and nearby windows are both weak, fixing only the weatherstrip may not deliver the comfort

improvement they want.

For full door replacement, especially if the opening size changes or framing is altered, homeowners may need to
review City of Dallas building permit requirements for door replacement or ask whether do | need a permit to

replace an exterior door in Dallas applies to the specific project.

The Practical Way To Decide

If the door is solid and the leak is at the edges, weatherstripping is usually the economical fix.
A good contractor will not push a full replacement when a tune-up will do.
A door that feels solid but leaks at the perimeter may only need sealing work.

For many Dallas homes, the best decision comes down to whether the issue is worn weatherstripping or a door

that no longer belongs in the opening.



