If your windows look like someone left a kettle steaming between the panes, you are dealing with misted double
glazing. It is one of the most common reasons homeowners call for Double Glazing Repairs, and it sits at the point
where comfort, energy performance, and curb appeal meet. Clear glass is not a luxury. It is daylight, heat retention,

and a view, all bundled into one sealed unit. When the seal fails and moisture sneaks in, things change quickly.

What follows is a frank look at what misting means, how to decide between repair and replacement, the
timeframes you can expect at each stage, and the small choices that make a big difference. | will also answer a
question | hear weekly: Can you Fix Blown Double Glazing or is it always a new unit? The short answer is, often

you can repair, sometimes you should replace, and the devil is in the details.

What misting tells you about the window

Misting between panes is a symptom, not the disease. Double glazed units are sealed at the perimeter during
manufacturing, with an airtight spacer and a desiccant to absorb residual moisture. That seal goes through years
of daily temperature swings. Sun warms the glass, pressure rises slightly inside the unit. Night cools it, pressure
drops. Micro-movements in the frame, small impacts, and sometimes cleaning chemicals all play their part.
Eventually, the seal fails. Once that happens, outside air and moisture migrate into the void. The desiccant

saturates and you start to see fog, tide marks, or tiny droplets trapped inside.

The mistake | see is assuming misted units always mean the entire window is shot. Often the frame is fine. On
uPVC and many aluminum systems, the glass unit can be replaced while keeping the existing sash or frame.
Timber frames can be more nuanced, but if sound, they also accept new units. The real task is diagnosing whether
you have a local glass issue or a system-wide problem, such as chronic drainage failures in the frame causing

standing water around the seals.

How contractors assess the job

A proper survey takes 15 to 30 minutes for a typical house and tells you 90 percent of what you need to know.
Expect tape measure, moisture meter, careful inspection of gaskets, and a look through trickier angles where
ventilation slots and drainage routes live. A good surveyor will note frame material, glazing bead type, spacer bar
thickness, and any safety glass requirements. They will also check whether the window is toe-and-heeled correctly

if it opens, because sashes that have dropped can stress the glass and seals.

Two things matter most for misted double glazing: the integrity of the frame drainage and the condition of the
perimeter seal. If we see discolored beads, low points that hold water, or brittle gaskets that crumble under a
fingernail, we budget time to correct those during the repair. Skipping this step often means the new unit fails

early.

Can you Fix Blown Double Glazing?
This phrase gets used broadly, and it can mean different approaches:

* Replace the sealed glass unit with a new one, reusing the frame. This is the standard and most reliable fix for a
blown unit. Timeframe is predictable, costs are moderate, and performance returns to spec.
* Attempt a de-misting service that drills small holes, vents the unit, and uses drying agents. This can clear the

fog in the short term, but you are living with a permanently vented unit. Energy performance drops and the



fix frequently looks tired within a season or two. | only consider this for outbuildings or difficult historic frames

where unit replacement is not feasible.

e Full window replacement, including frame and sash. This makes sense if the frame is rotten, warped, or if you
want a performance upgrade. It is costlier and takes longer, but it solves underlying system problems and

resets warranties.

So, yes, you can fix blown double glazing, but the dependable route is usually a sealed unit replacement paired

with any minor frame remediation required to protect the new unit.

What drives the timeline

Timeframes depend on measurement accuracy, glass lead times, access, and whether you need specialized glazing
like toughened, laminated, or acoustic units. Stocked standard units can be Double Glazing Repairs turned
around fast. Bespoke sizes or shaped panes take longer. Toughened glass legally requires a heat soak or safety

process at fabrication, which adds days.

In most regions, the chain looks like this: survey, order glass, fabrication, installation, and a quick follow-up.
Fabricators typically quote 3 to 7 working days for standard double glazed IGUs and 7 to 14 working days for
toughened or laminated units. That can stretch in winter when demand spikes, or after storms when suppliers are

inundated. Expect longer waits around holidays.

A practical timeline from first call to clear view

Let me walk through a typical case: a semi-detached with six misted windows, uPVC frames in good condition, two

upstairs, four down.

Day 0 to 3: Initial contact and survey. Most companies can visit within 1 to 3 days. A careful surveyor measures
visible sightline and adds allowances for the rebate. Mis-measurements mean repeat visits and delays, so the extra

minute to double-check sizes saves a week later.

Day 3 to 10: Fabrication. Standard float double glazing might arrive in 3 to 5 working days. If any panes require
toughened glass, expect 7 to 10. If you add obscure patterns or special warm-edge spacers in an unusual color,

allow an extra day or two. Bad weather does not slow fabrication, but it might shift installation scheduling.

Day 10 to 14: Installation. Six units usually fit within a half day to a day. On site, we remove beads, extract the
misted unit, clean the rebate, inspect drainage slots, fit new packers, and set the new unit plumb and square. We
re-bead and seal, then test openers and adjust hinges if needed. The crew also clears old glass for recycling. Some

tight bay windows, or units above conservatories, need additional access equipment or an extra pair of hands.

Day 14 to 21: Follow-up. Not always needed, but if we adjust a hinge or replace a gasket, a quick check within a
week or two confirms that sashes close without racking and that the perimeter seal looks sound. If you notice

minor squeaks or a hairline of silicone settling, this is when we tidy it.

That is the straightforward path. Complications like rotten timber sills, incorrect packers in previous installs, or
frames racked out of square add days. | have had jobs where three windows were done same-day, and one
needed a temporary board while we waited for a remade pane because the original measure missed by 6
millimeters. It happens, and a reputable installer owns the fix.


https://cstdgrepairs.com/

What the day of repair feels like

Replacing a misted unit is less disruptive than most people expect. It is more craft than construction. We start by
laying dust sheets, removing beads with a thin blade, and setting aside any gaskets to reuse if still supple. The old
unit comes out with gentle leverage. The window opening can look messy at this stage, with debris and the
occasional spider family that has turned the drainage channel into a hallway. We clean it thoroughly. That cleaning

is not cosmetic; dirt and trapped water are the enemies of the new seal.

Packing matters. Those little plastic packers that look like nothing determine whether your sealed unit carries its
weight on the frame properly. Get them wrong and the pane flexes, the sash binds, and the lock misaligns. We
place packers at the right points according to the hinge side and opening direction, then check squareness with a
quick diagonal measure. Only then do we set the new unit, snap the beads in, and run the finishing seal where

required. On timber, we prime bare wood around the rebate before bedding the unit.

Expect some noise, but not much dust. Each window takes 15 to 45 minutes, depending on access and whether it
opens. Upstairs installs sometimes take longer if we need to use a tower rather than ladders, which is increasingly

common for safety and insurance reasons.

How long a repaired unit lasts

A new IGU installed into a sound frame should last 10 to 20 years, often longer. The wide range reflects climate,
sun exposure, drainage, and quality of the original fabrication. South-facing elevations experience higher thermal
cycling. Coastal properties face salt and wind that accelerate gasket wear. If your frames have proper drainage and

you avoid harsh solvent cleaners on the perimeter seals, you push toward the upper end of the range.

Warranties typically run 5 to 10 years on glass units, and 1 to 2 years on labor. Read the terms. Some exclude
damage from building movement or poor maintenance. Warm-edge spacer bars and argon fill are common now,
and there is no special maintenance required for either, but keep in mind that the argon will not “top up.” If a unit

fails, gas loss is part of it and warrants replacement.

Costs and choices that affect them

Price varies by region and specification, but here is a fair sense of scale. Replacing a standard-sized IGU in uPVC

often sits in the £80 to £150 range per pane for smaller units, rising to £180 to £300 for larger or toughened



units. Laminated safety glass costs more, especially in big spans. Timber frames can add labor because beading

and bedding are slower. Aluminum can be quick, although older systems with clips need care.

You can upgrade during replacement. Changing from standard double glazing to low-e with warm-edge spacer
improves U-values noticeably. Shifting to laminated glass can improve security and dampen low-frequency noise.
Acoustic laminate units help with traffic noise, but confirm that your existing frames can accept the extra thickness.
Many older frames handle 24 millimeter units, while some acoustic assemblies need 28 millimeters. If the rebate

cannot take it, you either change beads or adjust your spec.

There is a temptation to mix and match budgets by replacing only the worst offenders. That is fine in principle. Just
remember that rooms look odd with a patchwork of different tints and spacer colors. If the living room has four
panes and two are misted, think about doing all four to maintain sightline and match. It costs a little more today

and avoids a visual mismatch that will bother you every time the sun catches the glass.

When replacement of the whole window is smarter

If your frames have warped, locks no longer align, and you see drafts around the sash perimeter, replacing glass
alone is lipstick on a tired system. Timber frames that feel spongy near the sill or show blackened end grain need
repair before you invest in new glass. For uPVC, look at the glazing bead corners. If they have gone chalky and

brittle, or if reinforcement inside the sash is rusting, you will soon chase more problems.

Full replacement comes with longer timeframes. Lead time for new windows is typically 2 to 6 weeks, longer for
custom colors and shaped frames. Installation for a standard three-bed semi runs 1 to 2 days, including making
good around reveals. This route gives you fresh gaskets, proper drainage, modern hardware, and a unified

warranty. If you plan to stay in the property long term or want to lift energy ratings, that investment makes sense.

On de-misting services and why results vary

You will find services that promise to cure misted units by drilling small holes, injecting a drying agent, and sealing
the holes with valves. | have tested these on rental stock, trying to save money where full replacement would have
stretched the budget. The visual improvement can be dramatic for a few weeks. Over time, dust and moisture tend
to re-enter. Winter condensation finds the path of least resistance and the unit becomes a vent rather than an
insulator. In heated living spaces, where thermal performance matters, | rarely recommend this approach. If you
have a garage window or a garden office where you only need light, it is a low-cost Band-Aid. Treat it as that, not

a cure.

Managing expectations during bad weather or busy seasons

Glazing is a weather-dependent trade. Rain alone does not stop us, but wind and driving rain can. Silicone needs a
clean, relatively dry surface to bond properly. In winter, daylight hours constrain the number of installs per day.
After a cold snap or a storm, fabricators can get backed up. If a supplier quotes 5 working days and you find

yourself at day 7, it is usually because they are prioritizing safety glass and emergency board-ups.

Plan flexibly. If your window is secure, a few extra days will not change much. If a pane has cracked and you are
losing heat, request a priority slot. For ground-floor living areas, we sometimes fit a temporary pane of single glass
or a clear acrylic sheet to keep you warm while waiting for the sealed unit to arrive. It is not perfect, but it is better

than taping polythene over the opening.

Small maintenance habits that extend life



After replacement, a little care keeps new units clear and frames healthy. Clean the glass with a non-abrasive
cleaner. Avoid aggressive solvents along the perimeter seal; they can degrade gaskets. Clear drainage slots at the
base of uPVC frames every season with a soft brush or a quick vacuum. On timber, keep paint or stain in good
order, paying attention to the lower rails and sills where water sits longest. Check trickle vents for blockages. If you

have pets that love window perches, a small felt strip where they sit keeps claws from scuffing beads.

Airflow inside the home matters too. If you regularly dry clothes indoors, use a dehumidifier or ensure extraction
fans are up to the job. Interior humidity does not cause misting between panes in a sealed unit, but it does cause
surface condensation on the room-side glass. People sometimes confuse the two and call for repairs they do not

need. If you can wipe it away with a finger, it is surface condensation, not unit failure.
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Typical questions, answered plainly

Do | need new windows or just new glass? If frames and hardware work properly and you have no drafts through
the sash perimeter, new glass is usually enough. If the frames are rotten, warped, or you are already fighting leaks,

consider full window replacement.

How long does it take to fix misted double glazing? From survey to install, 1 to CST Double Glazing Repairs Cat
Flap Installation 2 weeks for standard units, 2 to 3 weeks for toughened or laminated, longer if you choose

unusual specs or during peak seasons. On the day, each window is often 15 to 45 minutes.

Will the new units match my existing ones? Yes, if measured and specified carefully. Ask to match spacer color,

sightline, tint, and any obscure patterns. Consider upgrading all panes in a set for visual consistency.

Is there a quick fix | can do myself? Not for the sealed unit. You can clean drainage slots and check gaskets. Drilling

or venting a unit is not a DIY path to a reliable result and can create more problems.

What about guarantees? Glass units typically carry 5 to 10 years. Labor 1 to 2 years. Full window replacements

often package longer system warranties. Keep paperwork and note install dates for each opening.

When speed matters, and when patience pays

If your living room has gone cloudy overnight and the holidays are around the corner, speed matters. A direct unit
replacement in the existing frame gets you back to clear views in days, not weeks. If, however, your frames are on
their last season, do not rush to throw new glass into a failing system. Spend a little more time and budget
replacing the window. That will save you from revisiting the same opening a year later when hinges sag or the

sash leaks in a gale.

There is also the comfort angle. A modern low-e unit with argon fill and a warm-edge spacer is not just about
numbers on a brochure. It feels different on a January morning. You can sit near the window without a cold draft
falling across your ankles. People notice that change on day one, and it is one of the persistent benefits after the

dust sheets are gone.


https://maps.app.goo.gl/vnwjJhSKSuQELMrPA
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A short checklist to keep your project on track

Confirm measurements and specifications in writing, including glass type, spacer color, and safety

requirements.

Ask the installer to inspect and clear frame drainage during the replacement.

Schedule flexibly to account for fabrication lead times; build in a few days of buffer in winter.
Keep at least one contact method open on install day and make rooms accessible.

Save warranty documents and label them by room to make future reference easy.

Final thoughts born from site work, not a catalog

Every home has its quirks. | have replaced a single cloudy pane in a 20-year-old window that still looked sharp,
and the unit lasted another 15 years in that frame. | have also pulled glass from a five-year-old window where a
missing packer left the pane flexing until the seal gave up. Misted Double Glazing Repairs are as much about keen

attention to small details as they are about the glass itself. The timeframe is rarely the problem; it is the planning

and the care taken at the edges.

If you are staring at a milky view and wondering what happens next, take Double Glazing Repairs Oakham
heart. A quick survey, an honest conversation about repair versus replacement, and a clearly agreed spec will get
you from foggy to clear in a realistic window of time. Done properly, the repair restores not just the view, but the

feel of the room. And that, more than any line on a quote, is what you live with every day.
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