
How to Combine a Serengeti Safari and Zanzibar
Beach Holiday
Planning a trip to Tanzania often means choosing between the wildlife of the mainland and the
beaches of Zanzibar. Many travelers assume they have to pick one or the other. But a well-
organized itinerary allows you to experience both, and the most ambitious option is a Serengeti
safari from Zanzibar. This approach lets you base yourself on the island and take a short flight
to one of Africa’s most famous national parks.

The idea might sound complicated, but it is simpler than you think. You stay in Zanzibar, enjoy
the coast, and then fly into the Serengeti for a few days of game drives. After the safari, you
return to the island to unwind. This format works especially well for travelers who want a
diverse trip without spending days on the road between parks.

Why Fly from Zanzibar?
Most standard safari itineraries start from Arusha or Moshi, near Kilimanjaro. From there, you
drive or fly to the northern parks. But if you are already on Zanzibar, you have a different
starting point. Instead of heading back to the mainland and traveling overland, you can take a
direct flight from Zanzibar to the Serengeti. This saves time and lets you avoid long transfers.

Flights to the Serengeti are operated by small charter aircraft that land at airstrips inside or
near the park. The flight itself is short, usually under two hours. Once you land, you are met by
a guide and taken straight into game drives. The whole transition from beach to bush happens
in a single morning.

What to Expect on a Fly-In Safari
A fly-in safari is not the same as a multi-day road trip through multiple parks. It is more
focused. You typically spend two or three nights in the Serengeti, staying at a lodge or tented
camp inside the park. Game drives happen in the morning and late afternoon, following the
movement of animals. Because you are already in the park, you do not waste time entering and
exiting each day.



The Serengeti ecosystem is vast, covering about 15,000 square kilometers. Even with limited
time, you can cover a good portion of the central and southern areas. The Seronera region is
the hub for most fly-in safaris, as it has reliable wildlife year-round. During the migration
season, you may also venture into the northern parts or down to the Ndutu area.

One of the advantages of this style of safari is that you do not need to pack for a long overland
journey. You travel light and the lodge handles the logistics. Meals, transfers, and activities are
arranged from the moment you land.

Combining Wildlife and Beach Time
The real draw of a Serengeti safari from Zanzibar is the chance to combine two very different
experiences. On the island, you have the Indian Ocean, coral reefs, and spice farms. On the
mainland, you have lions, elephants, and vast plains. The contrast is striking and makes for a
memorable trip.

Many travelers find that the beach portion of the trip works well as a rest period after the
safari. You can spend a few days on Zanzibar before the safari, or after, or split your time on
both ends. The flexibility is one of the main reasons people choose this format.

Zanzibar itself has plenty to offer beyond the beach. Stone Town is a UNESCO World Heritage
Site with narrow alleys, old forts, and a rich history. You can also visit the Jozani Forest to see
red colobus monkeys, or take a spice tour to learn about cloves, nutmeg, and cinnamon. But
the main appeal remains the coastline, with its white sand and turquoise water.

https://goldentripstanzania.com/zanzibar-safari/


Planning Your Itinerary
When planning a combined trip, the order of activities matters. A common approach is to fly
from Zanzibar to the Serengeti first, spend three days on safari, and then return to the island for
the remainder of the stay. This way you do the active part early and relax later.

If you prefer to start on the mainland, you can fly to Zanzibar after the safari and finish with
beach time. Both sequences work, but the key is to book flights and accommodation that align
with the charter flights. These flights do not run daily, so you need to coordinate your dates
carefully.

Another factor is the season. The Serengeti has two main seasons: dry and wet. The dry
season, from June to October, offers the best wildlife viewing because animals gather around
water sources. The wet season, from November to May, brings calving season and the
migration. Zanzibar’s weather is warm year-round, but the rainy season runs from March to
May and again in November and December. If you want both good game viewing and sunny
beach days, aim for June to October or January to February.

Pack accordingly. For the safari, bring neutral-colored clothing, a hat, sunscreen, binoculars,
and a camera. For Zanzibar, pack light cotton clothes, swimwear, and insect repellent. The
dress code on the island is modest outside the resorts, so a sarong or scarf is useful.

Alternatives to the Serengeti



If you have more time or want to see other parks, you can extend the mainland portion. Lake
Manyara is known for its tree-climbing lions and large bird populations. Tarangire National Park
has huge herds of elephants and baobab trees. The Ngorongoro Crater is a volcanic caldera
with a dense concentration of wildlife, including black rhinos and hippos.

These parks are accessible from Arusha or Kilimanjaro, so they work best if you start on the
mainland rather than flying from Zanzibar. A common addition is to combine the Serengeti with
a visit to the Ngorongoro Crater, since they are relatively close. But for a short trip, sticking to
the Serengeti alone is enough.

Some travelers also add a stop at Lake Manyara for its flamingos and soda lake landscape.
Tarangire is a good option if you want to see baobabs and large herds of elephants. Each park
has its own character, and a tailor-made tour can include any combination that fits your
interests and time.

Practical Considerations
Flights from Zanzibar to the Serengeti are not cheap, and they require booking in advance. The
aircraft are small, so seats are limited. You should secure your flight and lodge at the same
time to avoid last-minute changes.

Visa requirements are straightforward for most nationalities. You need a tourist visa for
Tanzania, which can be obtained online or on arrival. The visa covers both the mainland and
Zanzibar, so you do not need separate permits.

Health precautions include yellow fever vaccination if you are arriving from an affected country,
and malaria prophylaxis for the mainland. Zanzibar has lower malaria risk, but it is still wise to
take precautions. Drink bottled water, use mosquito repellent, and have travel insurance that
covers medical evacuation.

Currency on Zanzibar is Tanzanian shillings, but US dollars are widely accepted for larger
purchases. On the mainland, the same applies. Credit cards work in major hotels and lodges,
but cash is useful for small purchases and tips.



Is This Trip Right for You?
A Serengeti safari from Zanzibar is ideal for travelers who want a taste of the wild without
committing to a long overland journey. It suits couples, small groups, and solo travelers who
value efficiency and comfort. If you have limited time but want to see both the beach and the
bush, this is a practical solution.

It is less suitable for budget travelers, since the flights add cost. It is also not the best choice if
you want to visit multiple parks over a week or more. For those with a longer trip, a traditional
safari loop that includes the Serengeti, Ngorongoro, and Lake Manyara may offer better value
and variety.

Ultimately, the decision comes down to how you want to spend your time. If you prefer a
relaxed pace with a few days of intense wildlife viewing in the middle, then a fly-in safari from
Zanzibar is a smart way to do it.


