
If two slots advertise the same return to player (RTP), that does not mean they will feel or perform the same
during a session. RTP is a long-run statistical measure, not a prediction of what will happen to your balance
tonight. To compare games properly, look beyond that headline figure at variance, hit rate, bonus frequency,
features, bet limits and the information the operator provides.

For example, a slot with a 96.5% RTP and one with a 94% RTP differ by 2.5 percentage points in their theoretical
long-run return. But neither figure tells you whether a particular player will win or lose in the next hundred spins.
And if two games both show 96.5%, their short-term results can still look very different.

First, check that you are comparing the same kind of RTP
RTP means the proportion of total stakes a game is designed to return to players over a very large number of
spins. In plain English, it is a theoretical average across many plays—not a promise that your own stake will come
back in the same proportion.

The UK Gambling Commission (UKGC) explains how RTP is calculated in its guidance for licensees and businesses.
That is useful background, but players should also check the game’s information screen and the operator’s rules
for the version actually available to them.

A slot may have different RTP settings in different markets or at different operators. So before comparing two
games, confirm that both figures refer to the versions you can play, and that you have not confused the game’s
stated RTP with a different statistic or promotional claim. A site such as MrQ can be a starting point for browsing a
casino’s game catalogue, but check the individual game information and terms rather than relying on a general
description.

RTP is not the same as variance, hit rate or bonus frequency
RTP answers a long-run return question. Other measures describe different parts of the experience. They can help
you understand why two slots with identical RTPs may feel nothing alike.



Measure What it means What it does not tell you RTP The game’s theoretical return over an extremely large
number of plays. What you will get back in a short session. Variance How widely results may swing, including how
often small wins or larger payouts occur. Whether a big win is due soon. Hit rate The proportion of spins that
produce a win, according to the game’s definition. Whether those wins are larger than the stake. Bonus frequency
How often a bonus feature is expected to trigger, if the provider publishes that information. How much a bonus
will pay when it appears.

Variance: how bumpy the ride can be

Variance, sometimes labelled volatility, describes how unevenly a slot’s results can be distributed. A lower-variance
game may deliver more frequent, smaller wins; a higher-variance game may have longer quiet stretches alongside
the possibility of less frequent, larger payouts. These are general tendencies, not guarantees about any session.

Two slots can have the same RTP but use very different payout patterns. One might return a larger share through
frequent small line wins. Another might put more of its potential return into occasional bonus rounds. The total
theoretical return can be equal while the experience feels markedly different.

Hit rate: a win is not necessarily a profit

Hit rate is the percentage of spins that produce a winning result, as defined by the game. A spin that returns less
than the stake may still count as a hit. For example, if you stake £1 and receive a 50p payout, the game may
record a winning spin, but your balance is still down 50p for that spin.

That distinction matters when reading player reviews or game descriptions. A high hit rate does not automatically
mean a slot is generous, and a low hit rate does not prove that a larger win is more likely next time. It describes
past or theoretical frequency, not a schedule.

Bonus frequency: how often the feature might appear

Bonus frequency concerns features such as free spins, pick-and-win rounds or special bonus games. Some
providers publish an estimated trigger frequency; many do not. If the number is unavailable, do not treat informal
claims on forums or promotional pages as a reliable measurement.

Even where a frequency is stated, it is an average across a large sample. A bonus described as occurring once in a
certain number of spins can arrive earlier, later or not at all during your session. It also says nothing by itself about
the feature’s average payout.

Compare the features that shape the actual play
Once you have checked the RTP version and the game’s statistical information, compare the rules and mechanics.
These determine how wins are formed and what can change from spin to spin.

Pay structure: Check whether the slot uses paylines, ways to win, clusters or another system. The paytable
explains which symbol combinations count.

Wilds and scatter symbols: See what they substitute for, whether they trigger features and whether their
behaviour changes during a bonus.

Bonus rules: Check how free spins or other features start, whether multipliers can build, and whether the
bonus can retrigger.

Maximum win: A stated maximum is a theoretical ceiling, not an indication of how likely it is to happen.



Stake range: Make sure the minimum and maximum bets suit your budget. A feature’s potential is not a
reason to raise your stake.

Game pace and controls: Look at spin speed, autoplay availability and accessibility settings, where
applicable.

Jargon in one sentence: a “mechanic” is the rule that determines how symbols interact and how the game creates
wins. Two titles may share a theme or RTP while relying on very different mechanics.

How slot design has changed over two decades
The UK slots market has matured over roughly two decades. Games have moved from relatively simple reel-and-
payline formats towards more varied systems, more layered bonus rounds and increasingly polished presentation.
That change has given players more to compare, but it has not made the underlying odds easier to predict from a
game’s appearance.

Megaways, for instance, changes the number of symbols shown on reels from spin to spin, creating a changing
number of possible ways to win. Cascading wins remove winning symbols and drop new ones into place,
potentially allowing another win within the same paid spin. Both mechanics can make a game feel more dynamic.
Neither, on its own, tells you the RTP, variance or likely value of a how slot variance works feature; those details
depend on the individual game’s maths and rules.

Production quality has also improved. Modern slots may include original soundtracks, detailed animation, richer
visual effects and story-led bonus rounds. Established studios such as NetEnt helped shape expectations for
polished online slot presentation, while the wider market now includes many different styles and providers.

Those improvements are worth considering if you care about the entertainment experience. But sound, animation
and a dramatic feature reveal are not evidence that a game pays better. A slot can look lavish and still have long
dry spells; a simpler-looking game can have a different mathematical profile. Keep the presentation separate from
the probability information.

How experienced players assess slots—and how marketing differs
Experienced players tend to separate what a game promises emotionally from what its rules and maths say. They
look for the full paytable, the exact RTP version, the bonus conditions, the stake range and any available volatility
or hit-rate information. They may also try a game in demo mode to understand its controls and features, while
recognising that a demo does not guarantee the pattern or result of real-money play.

Marketing, by contrast, often puts the most eye-catching elements first: a huge maximum-win figure, a dramatic
bonus round or language about “big potential”. Those details can describe a feature, but they do not establish
how often it occurs or how much it usually returns. Ask what is missing: Is the RTP for this version stated? Are the
feature rules clear? Is the quoted maximum framed as an exceptional ceiling rather than a likely outcome?

A useful rule is to treat every claim according to what it measures. “High hit rate” concerns frequency, not profit.
“Big maximum win” concerns a possible upper limit, not typical results. “Same RTP” concerns long-run theoretical
return, not identical sessions.

A practical checklist for comparing two slots
1. Confirm the game versions. Check that both RTP figures apply to the versions available at the operator you

are using.
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2. Read the information screens. Compare paytables, bonus rules, bet limits and any published details about
variance, hit rate or bonus frequency.

3. Compare payout patterns. Work out whether each game appears to centre on frequent small wins, feature-
led payouts or another structure. Treat this as a description, not a forecast.

4. Consider your preferences. Decide whether you value a steady pace, complex bonus mechanics, faster play
or a particular visual style. Preference is not the same as better odds.

5. Set a limit before playing. Choose an amount you can afford to lose and a time limit. Do not increase either
to chase a bonus or recover losses.

6. Ignore “due” thinking. A run of losses does not make a win or bonus more likely on the next spin. Each
result is not a promise that the game will balance your session.

So, which slot is better?
If two slots have the same RTP, neither is automatically the better choice. The more useful comparison is how each
game distributes its theoretical return, what its variance and hit rate are, how its bonuses work, and whether its
pace and presentation suit you. If those details are not published clearly, you cannot reliably infer them from the
theme, soundtrack or maximum-win figure.

RTP remains worth checking, but it is only one part of the picture. A 96.5% slot does not promise a better short
session than a 94% slot, and two games at 96.5% do not promise similar results to each other. Compare the
information available, choose stakes that fit your budget, and remember that no measure can remove the
uncertainty of a spin.


