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Underinsured Motorist Attorney Los Angeles and
California Insurance Coverage: 7 Key Legal Facts You
Need to Know

If you were in an accident in California and the other driver is at fault, insurance you carry may be the only way to
receive compensation for your injuries. An underinsured motorist attorney in Los Angeles can help when the at-
fault driver does not have enough liability insurance. At Eisenberg Law Group PC, attorney Steven Eisenberg and
the legal team understand how to handle uninsured motorist claims. This article provides clear answers about

your case, your damages, and the compensation for your pain and suffering.

What Is Underinsured Motorist Coverage in California?

Underinsured motorist coverage is a personal injury protection that applies when a negligent driver has liability
insurance, but the policy limit is too low to pay for all of your damages. In this state, California insurers must offer
uninsured motorist coverage, including an option that can serve as protection when the at-fault driver is
underinsured. According to California Insurance Code Section 11580.2, this coverage may be rejected in writing,

but if you keep it, the coverage can help pay medical bills, lost wages, and other personal injury costs.

Many people assume that the other driver's car insurance will be enough. In reality, a driver who chooses only the
minimum limits can leave you with significant out-of-pocket expenses. An underinsured motorist claim is brought
against your own insurance company, not the driver's insurer. This is a key reason why attorney advice is

important: your carrier may use different procedures and defenses than a third-party liability claim.

How Is Uninsured Motorist Coverage Different from Underinsured
Motorist Coverage?

The main difference is the other driver's status. Uninsured motorist coverage protects you when the driver who
caused the accident has no liability policy at all. Underinsured motorist coverage protects you when that driver
has liability insurance but not enough to cover your losses. Both types of coverage respond to a situation where
you are not at fault. The legal suite of options can overlap, so you should seek advice from personal injury

attorneys before accepting a fast settlement offer.

For example, an uninsured driver may flee the scene or own a car without any insurance. In that case, uninsured
motorist coverage becomes a safety net. An underinsured driver, on the other hand, may have a policy with limits
of $15,000 per person while your injury damages reach $100,000. Your own underinsured motorist coverage may
fill that gap. Understanding these two terms helps you avoid gaps in your policy and ensures that you know what

coverage you need.

What Compensation Can You Receive for Your Injuries in an
Underinsured Motorist Claim?


https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=INS&sectionNum=11580.2

You may receive compensation for medical expenses, lost income, pain and suffering, and property damage. In
an underinsured motorist claim, the at-fault driver's liability limit is paid first, and then your own underinsured
motorist coverage may pay the remaining damages, up to the policy limit. For example, if your medical bills reach
$100,000 and the other driver has a $25,000 policy, your coverage may pay the remaining $75,000. You may be
able to recover compensation for your injuries from your own insurance company, especially when the other

driver is responsible for the accident.

Compensation may also include future medical care, rehabilitation, and loss of earning capacity. If the accident
caused a serious injury, you should not accept a quick offer from the insurance company. A personal injury
attorney can calculate the full value of your case and negotiate for an amount that reflects the true impact of the

accident. Your attorney can also explain whether a lawsuit is necessary to obtain fair damages.

Who Is Responsible for Proving Fault and Negligence After a Car
Accident?

In California, the injured driver must prove that the at-fault driver is responsible for the car accident. Proving
negligence eisenberg law group pc is the central part of any personal injury case. You must show that the other
driver failed to act with reasonable care and that this failure caused your injury. Evidence can include:

® Police reports from the accident scene
® Medical records and bills

* Witness statements

® Photos and video of the car damage

® Insurance policy declaration pages

® Expert testimony about the driver's negligence

An injury attorney can help you present this evidence to the insurance company. The burden of proof can be
difficult, but you do not have to face it alone. Your attorney can also address comparative fault issues. If the
insurance company claims that you were partially at fault, California law may reduce your damages. Therefore,
proving that the other driver is responsible for the accident is not just a legal formality; it is essential to

maximizing your recovery.

What Are California's Minimum Insurance Limits and How Do They
Affect Your Case?

California is a fault-based state with minimum liability requirements. Drivers must carry bodily injury coverage of
$15,000 per person and $30,000 per accident, plus property damage liability of $5,000. Those numbers are often
not enough after a serious motor vehicle accident. If you have $60,000 in medical bills, the at-fault driver's policy
may only cover $15,000. This is why an underinsured motorist attorney and uninsured motorist coverage are so

important. Insurance you buy above the minimum can protect you and your family from unpaid damages.

California does not require every driver to purchase underinsured motorist coverage, but insurers must offer
uninsured motorist coverage with limits equal to your bodily injury liability limits unless you reject it in writing. If
you were in an accident with a driver who has minimal coverage, the difference between the driver's liability limit
and your actual damages can be devastating. The right legal strategy can help you access all available coverage

and avoid leaving compensation on the table.
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How Can Eisenberg Law Group PC Help You Seek Compensation?

Eisenberg Law Group PC is a personal injury law firm that helps clients in Los Angeles and throughout California.
Attorney Steven Eisenberg has experience with uninsured motorist and underinsured motorist claims. The firm
can investigate the accident, communicate with your insurer, value your injuries, and negotiate a fair settlement.
If necessary, we can take your case to arbitration or court. You should not sweat the legal process. Instead,
contact us and let an attorney handle the paperwork while you focus on your recovery. You may be entitled to

money from your own policy, and we are ready to help.

At Eisenberg Law Group PC, our attorneys understand how insurance companies handle these claims. We know
that your insurer may delay your claim or argue that your injury is not serious. We also understand the legal
procedures set by the state, including the need to provide evidence of liability and damages. By working with an

attorney who focuses on personal injury representation, you increase your chances of receiving a fair result.

When Should You File an Underinsured Motorist Claim or Lawsuit?

Time is critical after a car accident. The statute of limitations for personal injury lawsuits in California is generally
two years from the date of the accident. However, an uninsured motorist claim or underinsured motorist claim
may involve arbitration and shorter deadlines under your policy. You may need to file a claim within a few
months. If you delay, you risk losing the ability to receive compensation, and important evidence may be harder
to find. An attorney at Eisenberg Law Group PC can help you meet each deadline and preserve your right to

compensation.

In some cases, you must notify your own insurance company promptly after the accident, even if you are still
treating with a doctor. Failing to provide timely notice can jeopardize your claim. The policy may also require you
to submit to an examination under oath or provide medical records. An experienced personal injury attorney can

guide you through these steps and protect your legal rights from the beginning.

What Risks Can an Uninsured or Underinsured Driver Create for Your
Claim?

When the at-fault driver has no insurance, there is a serious risk that your medical expenses, lost wages, and
repair costs will not be paid. An underinsured driver creates the same risk when the liability limit is lower than
your damages. You may be forced to turn to your own coverage, including uninsured motorist coverage, to cover
the difference. This is why you should review your policy with an attorney before an accident happens. Knowing

your coverage in advance can prevent financial harm and give you peace of mind.

There is also a risk that the at-fault driver will provide false information or claim that you share fault. If the driver's
insurance company believes you are partly responsible, your damages may be reduced. Without legal help, you
may accept a low settlement before you understand the full value of your claim. An underinsured motorist

attorney can investigate the facts, identify all responsible parties, and fight to protect your recovery.

Does Eisenberg Law Group PC Handle Underinsured Motorist Cases in
Los Angeles?

Yes. Eisenberg Law Group PC handles underinsured motorist cases in Los Angeles and across California. The firm
is associated with YMPK Law Group LLP and provides legal help from a suite on Cahuenga Blvd in North
Hollywood, CA 91601. At YMPK Law Group LLP, the focus is on helping accident victims obtain the compensation



they deserve. The Cahuenga Blvd Unit 200 North Hollywood office is located near 5503 Cahuenga Blvd, North

Hollywood, CA 91601. If you need directions from Hollywood, CA, or anywhere in Los Angeles, contact us.

You can use the online form to request a free consultation with an experienced personal injury attorney. We are
one call away from helping you understand your case. During a free case review, we can explain your options,
answer your questions, and outline the steps you may need to take. Whether your claim involves a minor injury

or a life-changing accident, we are prepared to help you seek the compensation for your losses.

Common Questions and Answers About Underinsured Motorist Claims

Many accident victims have the same questions. These answers can help you move forward.

Can a passenger receive underinsured motorist benefits?

Yes. A passenger injured in an accident may be covered under the driver's policy or under their own personal
policy. The driver whose negligence caused the accident is responsible for the injury, but if that driver lacks
enough coverage, the uninsured motorist portion of your own policy may pay. An attorney can help you identify

every possible source of compensation.

Do | need an attorney for a simple underinsured motorist claim?

You may be able to handle a small property damage claim alone, but a personal injury attorney can help you
obtain a better result. Insurance companies try to pay as little as possible. An injury attorney knows how to

negotiate and can help you seek damages for medical bills, lost income, and pain and suffering.

What if the at-fault driver leaves the scene?

A hit-and-run driver might be treated as an uninsured motorist for purposes of your policy. You may still recover
compensation if you report the accident promptly and cooperate with the police. California state law requires
uninsured motorist coverage for bodily injury in many policies, but property damage may require additional

coverage.

Will my case go to court?

Many underinsured motorist claims are resolved through settlement or arbitration. If the insurance company
refuses to pay fair compensation for your injuries, a lawsuit may be necessary. You have the right to pursue the

full amount of damages available under your policy.

Directions to the Legal Help You Need and Contacting Eisenberg Law
Group PC

If you or a loved one was in an accident with an underinsured driver, you do not need to search alone. Eisenberg
Law Group PC, in coordination with YMPK Law Group LLP, is here to help. The legal team can review your policy,
calculate your damages, and explain how to seek compensation. The Cahuenga Blvd Unit 200 North Hollywood
office is located near 5503 Cahuenga Blvd, North Hollywood, CA 91601. If you need directions from Hollywood,
CA, or anywhere in Los Angeles, call us or fill out the contact form. Attorney Steven Eisenberg and the attorneys

at YMPK Law Group LLP and Eisenberg Law Group PC are prepared to fight for you.
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