
San Diego does not ask a roof to survive blizzards or months of standing water. It asks for something different,
and in its own way, something just as demanding. A roof here lives under strong sun for most of the year, sees
salty air in many neighborhoods, and then gets tested during the kind of rain that arrives fast and all at once.
Annual rainfall at Lindbergh Field averages only about 9.79 inches, which tells you a lot about local priorities.
Most homeowners are not shopping for snow load. They are trying to make a smart call on heat, weather
exposure, code compliance, and the occasional storm that exposes every weak detail.

That is why the tile versus shingle versus metal conversation in San Diego rarely has a universal winner. The right
answer depends on where the house sits, what the roof shape looks like, whether wildfire rules apply, whether
solar is part of the plan, and how much of the budget needs to go toward what is visible versus what sits
underneath the finished roof.

I have seen homeowners get stuck on material alone, as if the category name settles everything. It does not. Roof
choice is really a package decision. The visible surface matters, of course, but so do fire rating, cool-roof
compliance, underlayment, flashing details, deck condition, and how the whole assembly works together. If you
are talking with a roofing contractor in San Diego, that broader view is where the useful conversation starts.

San Diego’s climate rewards the right priorities
The climate here is mild, but roofs still age in very specific ways. Long stretches of dry weather and steady sun
exposure shape product selection differently than in wetter parts of the country. Then, because rain is less
frequent, many people underestimate how unforgiving a heavy event can be. A roof can seem fine for months,
then a sudden storm finds every shortcut around penetrations, valleys, skylights, and transitions.

Coastal exposure adds another layer. Salt air is not an issue every house experiences the same way. A property
blocks from the ocean is living a different life than one farther inland. That is one reason broad claims about any
roofing type tend to mislead. Two homes in the same county can face very different conditions.

And then there is wildfire risk. In wildfire-prone parts of San Diego County, roof selection is not just an aesthetic
decision. County guidance says roofs in those areas should be Class A fire-resistant rated, and wood shake
shingles are not Class A. County materials also refer to Chapter 7A and wildland-urban interface requirements,
which means material choice and assembly details have to line up with more than personal preference.

The roof you see is only part of the system
This is where many comparisons go wrong. People compare tile, shingle, and metal as if the top layer alone
decides the outcome. In practice, leak prevention and long-term performance are tied closely to what sits below
and around that finish layer.

Underlayment matters. Deck repairs matter. Flashings matter. The way the roof meets walls, chimneys, vents, and
solar equipment matters. Even in premium systems, manufacturers highlight weatherization and water intrusion
protection in the underlayment because that layer plays such a big role when the rain finally arrives. If a reroof
reveals damaged sheathing or tired underlayment, that changes the project in a real way, both technically and
financially.

That is also why replacement costs vary so much. The biggest drivers are not mysterious. They are the roofing
system you choose, the roof’s slope and pitch, code compliance, fire-rating and cool-roof requirements, solar



integration, and whether underlayment or roof deck repairs are needed. Material selection starts the discussion,
but it does not finish it.

Tile in San Diego, where it fits and what to watch
Tile is part of the visual language of Southern California, so it naturally comes up early in the conversation.
Homeowners often like the look because it feels right on many local homes, especially those with architectural
styles that already lean in that direction. But the smart way to assess tile is not just by curb appeal.

One practical consideration in California is code compliance under the current energy rules. The state’s 2025
Energy Code, effective January 1, 2026, includes cool-roof requirements as part of Title 24. For many residential
steep-slope roofs in climate zones 1 through 9 and 16, compliance can be required unless an exception applies.
One of those exceptions is for roofs with at least 25 pounds per square foot of thermal mass over the membrane.
That does not mean every roof a homeowner calls “tile” automatically qualifies, and it definitely does not mean
you should assume compliance without checking the exact assembly. It does mean heavier assemblies deserve a
closer look during design because the code pathways may differ from lighter systems.

That point is easy to miss. Homeowners sometimes ask, “Is tile better for San Diego?” A better question is, “Does
this specific tile assembly satisfy the energy code for this house, in this climate zone, with this roof geometry?”
That is the kind of question that saves time before permit review.

Tile also tends to push the conversation toward the full roof system, which is healthy. Because the field material
draws attention, people are more likely to ask about the membrane, edge details, valleys, and transitions. That is
useful. A roof is only as dependable as its weakest flashing.

Shingle roofs, and why “simple” is often more complicated than it
sounds
Shingle roofs are often treated as the straightforward option. Sometimes they are, but the phrase “just do
shingles” hides a lot of decisions. In California, cool-roof rules can apply to many residential steep-slope roofs
unless an exception applies, and the products used for compliance credit need to be CRRC-certified and labeled.
The code looks at aged solar reflectance plus thermal emittance, or in some cases solar reflectance index, rather
than relying on marketing language alone.

That means a shingle decision in San Diego should not stop at color samples. A product might look right on the
house and still fail to support the compliance path you need. If the home is in a wildfire-prone area, the fire
rating also has to be part of the conversation from the start. Homeowners are often surprised by how quickly the
“material choice” becomes a “code and assembly choice.”

The other reason shingles deserve a careful look is timing. A lot of reroof projects in San Diego happen when a
homeowner is already juggling other decisions, such as whether to add solar, whether to repair decking, or
whether to address long-postponed ventilation and flashing issues. Shingles may seem like the easiest route until
the roof is opened and hidden conditions appear. That is not unique to shingles, but it does show up often in the
budgeting stage because people tend to expect a cleaner, simpler job than the roof actually allows.

Metal roofs, and why specification matters more than the label
Metal has strong appeal in markets where homeowners want a crisp look or are thinking carefully about heat and
fire considerations. But “metal roof” is not a single thing. It is a category, and categories do not pass code,
products and assemblies do.



That distinction matters in California’s energy code. For compliance credit, roofing products need CRRC
certification and labeling where applicable. If cool-roof performance is part of your path, the actual Atlas Roofing
San Diego tested values matter. General impressions do not.

The same goes for fire and wildfire concerns. If the property is in a wildfire-prone area, the assembly needs to line
up with Class A expectations and any applicable Chapter 7A or wildland-urban interface requirements. A
homeowner Atlas Roofing in San Diego who has been reading broad national advice online can easily miss how
local code and exposure conditions narrow the field.

Metal also tends to bring solar timing into sharper focus. Some homeowners considering a premium roof surface
want to coordinate the reroof with photovoltaic work so they are not paying for penetrations, removals, or
redesign twice. That is sensible. The details just need to be handled in the right order.

The sun question is really a code question now
A few years ago, many roof conversations in San Diego treated “cool roof” as a nice feature. It is now much more
central than that. California’s 2025 Energy Code made the issue even more practical. For many residential steep-
slope roofs in the listed climate zones, compliance can be required unless an exception applies. For
nonresidential low-slope roofs, the code generally requires aged solar reflectance of at least 0.63 and thermal
emittance of at least 0.75, or an SRI of at least 75, again with exceptions such as roofs with at least 25 pounds per
square foot over the membrane.

There are two important takeaways here. First, code does not care about casual descriptions like “light colored”
or “energy efficient” unless the product and assembly actually satisfy the compliance path. Second, cool-roof
rules do not hit every roof in exactly the same way. Slope, building type, climate zone, and exceptions all matter.

This is one area where a careful roofing contractor in San Diego earns their keep. They should be able to explain
whether your project needs a CRRC-certified product for compliance credit, whether an exception might apply,
and how that affects your choices among tile, shingle, or metal.

Rain in San Diego is infrequent, but it is the best lie detector
Because the city is relatively dry, some roofs coast for a while on appearance alone. Then a winter system rolls
through and every weak detail gets exposed. Water rarely enters through the broad open field first. More often it
shows up where planes meet, where penetrations were handled casually, where old underlayment has reached
the end of its useful life, or where a prior installation left a vulnerable transition.

This is one reason I am wary of arguments that focus only on the visible finish. A well-chosen roof material
installed over a compromised substrate is still a compromised roof. Likewise, a project that budgets carefully for
underlayment replacement, flashing work, and deck repairs often performs better in the real world than one that
spends heavily on the field material while squeezing the details.

That dynamic matters even more if you are comparing bids. Two proposals can both say “metal roof” or “tile
roof” and still represent very different levels of weather protection once you look at underlayment scope, deck
repairs, and detail work.

Fire zones change the conversation immediately
In many parts of San Diego County, wildfire risk is not abstract. It is part of the property’s basic reality. County
guidance says roofs in wildfire-prone areas should be Class A fire-resistant rated, and wood shake shingles are
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not Class A. County documents also reference Chapter 7A and wildland-urban interface requirements, which is
your reminder that the assembly, not just the top layer, needs to be evaluated.

That has a practical effect on the tile, shingle, and metal decision. Some options that a homeowner might like
stylistically are narrowed or eliminated by fire requirements. Other options remain viable, but only in certain
assemblies. This is not the fun part of roof shopping, but it is one of the most important. If a home falls in a
wildfire-prone area, start there and let that filter the discussion early.

If solar is on the roadmap, decide that before the reroof if possible
Roofing and solar are often treated as separate projects until it is too late. That can create expensive sequencing
problems. If the homeowner knows solar is likely, it is worth folding that into the roof decision up front.

California’s energy code includes an exception for roof areas covered by building-integrated photovoltaic or solar
thermal systems, which can affect compliance strategy. And if a homeowner is considering an integrated product
rather than conventional rack-mounted panels, the roof category itself changes.

Tesla’s Solar Roof is one example worth mentioning because its published specifications are unusually relevant to
the code and risk issues San Diego homeowners ask about. Tesla states that the system is UL 7103 and UL 790
Class A, California cool-roof compliant, and a wildland-urban interface compliant roof assembly. Tesla also lists a
minimum roof pitch of 2:12. The company’s current warranty states that the product and weatherization
warranties last 25 years from installation. Its system documentation also notes a self-adhered underlayment that
protects against water intrusion and provides a Class A or Class C fire rating, depending on the assembly.

That does not make an integrated solar roof the right answer for every house. It does show how roofing, code
compliance, fire rating, weatherization, roof pitch, and electrical planning can all converge into one decision.

How I would narrow the choice on a real San Diego house
When the conversation gets too abstract, it helps to reduce it to the conditions on the property. Not every factor
carries the same weight on every home.

First, identify whether the home is in a wildfire-prone area and whether Class A and Chapter 7A or WUI
considerations will narrow the field.

Second, confirm the climate zone and the likely Title 24 compliance path, including whether a CRRC-certified
product is needed for credit or whether an exception may apply.

Third, decide whether solar is happening now, later, or not at all, because that can affect both roof design
and cost.



Fourth, inspect for hidden scope, especially underlayment condition and potential deck repairs, before
treating any bid as apples to apples.

Fifth, look at roof geometry and pitch, since complexity changes both installation demands and project cost.

That is not the romantic part of picking a roof, but it is the part that keeps the project grounded.

What homeowners should ask before signing
A good estimate meeting should leave you with fewer assumptions, not more. If a contractor speaks only in
broad preferences, push deeper. Material categories are too broad to carry the whole decision.

Ask how the proposed assembly addresses cool-roof compliance under the current California code. Ask whether
the product relies on CRRC certification for compliance credit. Ask whether any exception is expected to apply,
and why. Ask how the proposal handles fire rating if the property is in a wildfire-prone area. Ask what is included
for underlayment, flashing, and deck repairs if damaged sheathing is discovered.

Those questions often reveal more than the headline price. They also tell you whether the contractor is looking at
the house in front of them or just dropping in a standard package.

So which roof makes the most sense?
The honest answer is that San Diego does not reward shortcuts in reasoning. Tile, shingle, and metal can all be
the right choice in the right context, but none of them is automatically right just because it is popular, familiar, or
attractive on a sample board.

Tile often enters the conversation with strong design appeal and may intersect in useful ways with thermal-mass
exceptions, depending on the actual assembly. Shingle options can look straightforward but still need careful
checking for cool-roof compliance and fire rating. Metal can be an excellent fit for some homes, but only when
the exact product and assembly align with code, exposure, and the owner’s broader plans. And if solar is part of
the picture, especially integrated solar, the decision tree changes again.

What separates a smart San Diego reroof from an expensive mistake is not the ability to name a favorite material.
It is the discipline to evaluate the whole roof system against the real conditions the house faces: intense sun,
possible salt exposure, occasional hard rain, local energy rules, wildfire requirements where applicable, and the
practical realities hidden beneath the old roof.

That is why the best conversations are rarely about one single material winning on every front. They are about fit.
A good roofing contractor in San Diego should be able to walk you through that fit clearly, explain the code path
without hand-waving, and tell you where the real project risks sit. Once that happens, the choice between tile,
shingle, and metal usually gets a lot clearer.
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