
Surrogacy in Riverside is no longer rare or experimental. Local clinics in Riverside County work with intended
parents and surrogates every week, many of them from nearby cities like Corona, Moreno Valley, Temecula, and
Murrieta, and many others from out of state who choose California on purpose.

If you are just starting, the first practical fork in the road is simple to state and harder to answer: do you work with
a surrogacy agency, or do you pursue an independent surrogacy arrangement on your own?

I have watched families thrive on both paths, and also watched people burn out halfway through because they
underestimated the emotional, legal, and logistical weight of the process. The right answer is less about a universal
“best way” and more about your risk tolerance, budget, time, and personality.

This guide focuses on Riverside and California law and practice, and walks through how agency and independent
journeys actually play out in real life.

A quick primer: gestational vs. Traditional surrogacy
Before you choose between agency and independent surrogacy, it helps to be clear about what type of surrogacy
you are pursuing.

In California, almost all arrangements today are gestational surrogacy. The surrogate carries an embryo created
from the intended parents’ gametes or donor gametes, but she is not genetically related to the baby. IVF clinics in
Riverside County and throughout Southern California work with this model every day.

Traditional surrogacy, where the surrogate’s own egg is used, is legally possible in California but far less common.
It carries more emotional complexity and more legal risk, so many attorneys and agencies will not support it. If you
do pursue traditional surrogacy, you need very specific legal guidance and a highly experienced mental health
professional involved.

Most of what follows assumes gestational surrogacy, since that is what intended parents and surrogates in
Riverside almost always choose.

Why California, and Riverside in particular, is so active in surrogacy
California is a popular state for surrogacy because its laws are generally clear and favorable to both intended
parents and gestational carriers when handled correctly.

Courts in California have long recognized gestational surrogacy contracts. Pre birth orders usually establish the
intended parents as the legal parents before delivery, even if neither of them is genetically related to the child. This
applies to married couples, unmarried partners, single parents by choice, and same sex couples.

Riverside County follows this statewide framework. Local judges see surrogacy parentage actions often enough
that the process is relatively predictable when your attorney knows the local requirements. For many intended
parents, that predictability is as important as medical success rates.

You still need to follow very specific legal steps, though. California requires an independent attorney for the
surrogate and an independent attorney for the intended parents, and the contract must meet detailed statutory
criteria. Whether you use an agency or go independent, skipping legal corners here is never worth it.

How the surrogacy process actually works



People often ask, “How does the surrogacy process work?” as if there is one standard timeline. In practice, there is
a consistent backbone and then many variables around it.

The backbone is roughly: screening, matching, legal, medical cycle, pregnancy, and birth. The major difference
between agency and independent paths is who coordinates each piece, who troubleshoots problems, and who
carries emotional load.

Under the surface, each stage contains a lot:

First, matching and screening. This includes medical screening of the surrogate, background checks, psychological
evaluations for everyone involved, and detailed conversations about expectations. In Riverside, some screening
might happen through local clinics, while other pieces are handled by agencies or private professionals.

Second, legal contracts and financial structure. The gestational carrier agreement covers compensation, insurance,
decision making around medical issues, bed rest, multiples, and many more details. An escrow or trust account is
usually set up to manage payments to the surrogate and vendors.

Third, medical treatment and embryo transfer. IVF cycles, medications, monitoring, and the transfer itself are
handled through the fertility clinic, which may be in Riverside or in another California city. The clinic will also set
medical requirements for the surrogate, beyond any legal or agency criteria.

Fourth, pregnancy, delivery, and parentage orders. Ongoing communication, support, and medical appointments
continue throughout. Your attorney files the necessary court documents for parentage in Riverside County or
another county where the birth is anticipated.

Either an agency or you, in an independent journey, can coordinate all of this. The complexity level is the same. The
question is who holds the clipboard.

Agency vs. Independent: the core difference
When people ask, “What is the difference between an agency and independent surrogacy?” they usually mean:
what does an agency actually do, and can I realistically handle those tasks myself?

At its best, a surrogacy agency acts as project manager, matchmaker, and support system. At its worst, an agency
can be expensive and opaque. Independent surrogacy gives you more direct control and may reduce certain fees,
but it also places the entire management burden on you.

Here is a compact comparison to anchor the discussion.

1. First list: comparison snapshot

1) Agency surrogacy in Riverside

The agency recruits and screens surrogates, coordinates matching, organizes psychological and background
evaluations, refers you to lawyers and clinics, helps locate or structure insurance, manages an escrow account,
and often provides ongoing case management and support for everyone involved.

You pay a substantial agency fee on top of surrogate compensation and medical expenses, but you gain a
single point of contact and usually a tested process.

2) Independent surrogacy in Riverside

You find and vet a surrogate yourself, often through personal connections, online communities, or regional
networking. You hire lawyers and mental health professionals directly, coordinate all screenings with the clinic,
and directly manage logistics, payments, and conflict resolution.



You may save on agency fees but can spend more time, energy, and sometimes money if problems arise or if
you have to redo screening or matching.

Both paths rely heavily on your fertility clinic and attorneys. Agencies are an additional, optional layer on top of
that, not a replacement for medical or legal professionals.

Cost realities: what surrogacy actually costs in California
One of the most common questions I hear is, “How much does surrogacy cost in California?” Many people have
seen numbers online and are not sure what is realistic.

For a typical gestational surrogacy journey in California using an agency, a conservative total range is often
somewhere around $130,000 to $200,000 or more, depending on:

Fertility clinic fees and medications

Surrogate compensation

Agency fees

Insurance and legal costs

Independent journeys can be less, particularly if you already have embryos created and if you match with a
surrogate without paying an agency. However, most independent intended parents in Riverside still spend well
into six figures by the end, because medical costs and surrogate compensation remain similar.

When people ask, “How much does a surrogacy agency charge?” they are usually referring to the agency fee,
separate from medical expenses. Many California agencies fall in a rough band that can run from around $20,000
up to $40,000 southerncaliforniasurrogacy.com Riverside Best Surrogacy Agencies or more. Some structure fees in
phases, others require large upfront payments.

“What is included in surrogacy agency fees?” varies. You should never assume; you need a line item breakdown.
Typical inclusions are matching services, screening coordination, case management, and some administrative costs.
Things that are often not included: legal fees, medical costs, surrogate base compensation, and insurance
premiums.

“Are there financing options for surrogacy?” Sometimes. A few agencies partner with lenders who offer medical or
fertility loans. Some intended parents tap home equity, employer fertility benefits, or specialized financing
companies. You need to weigh the emotional urgency of building your family against long term financial health.
Surrogacy is life changing, but debt is also real and can add strain to the early years of parenting.

Surrogate compensation in Riverside and California
“How much do surrogates get paid in Riverside?” and “How much do surrogates make in California?” are sensitive
questions but important for planning.

Compensation ranges vary by experience, region, and specific agency or independent negotiation. In California, a
first time gestational carrier might receive a base compensation in a range roughly between $45,000 and $70,000,
with experienced carriers higher. On top of base pay, there are usually additional payments for invasive
procedures, maternity clothing, embryo transfer, multiples, lost wages, and other contingencies.

Agencies in Riverside County may set standardized compensation packages. In independent surrogacy, you and
your surrogate negotiate directly within the boundaries of what your IVF clinic and attorneys consider ethical and
lawful.

https://maps.app.goo.gl/VkSV16DhktwueGue9


Remember that surrogate compensation is not purely “income.” Surrogates invest considerable time, absorb
medical and emotional risk, and often rearrange their work and family lives. California law also protects surrogates
with clear contract requirements and a mandate that they have independent legal counsel.

Insurance: a constant headache, agency or not
“Is surrogacy covered by insurance in California?” is one of the most frustrating questions, because the answer is
deeply case specific.

Some health plans in Riverside County will cover a gestational surrogate’s pregnancy as if it were any other
pregnancy, without excluding surrogacy. Other policies have explicit surrogacy exclusions, or they cover the
pregnancy but not complications, or they require employer notification.

An experienced surrogacy agency often has staff or external specialists who review insurance policies and help you
understand what is and is not covered. In an independent journey, you may need to hire an insurance review
professional yourself.

If no suitable existing coverage is available, you may need to purchase a specific maternity policy for the surrogate,
or in some cases, rely on self pay negotiated rates. For the baby, you usually want your own insurance ready to
step in from birth. This detail needs to be sorted before pregnancy, and certainly before the third trimester.

Legal framework: rights and responsibilities in California
The question “Is surrogacy legal in California?” can be answered simply: yes, with detailed requirements. The more
nuanced questions are where people get lost.

“What are the legal requirements for surrogacy in California?” In brief:

Both sides must be represented by separate attorneys.

The gestational carrier agreement must comply with California Family Code provisions, including specific
disclosures and timing.

The contract must be fully executed before any embryo transfer procedures.

Compensation must be clearly defined and handled through proper channels, often escrow.

“Who are the legal parents in a surrogacy arrangement?” In a properly documented California gestational
surrogacy, the intended parents are established as the legal parents through a court order, often before birth. This
is true for heterosexual couples, same sex couples, and single intended parents, whether or not they contribute
genetic material.

“What rights does a surrogate have in California?” The surrogate retains the right to make medical decisions about
her body. Contracts can describe the parties’ intentions about termination or selective reduction, but a gestational
carrier cannot legally sign away her bodily autonomy, and reputable attorneys and agencies will make that clear.
She also has the right to independent legal advice, psychological support, and full disclosure of medical risks.

“Do you need a lawyer for surrogacy?” In California, absolutely yes. You need a lawyer for the contract and for the
parentage orders. The surrogate needs her own lawyer, paid for by the intended parents but professionally
obligated to represent only her interests.

Agencies can recommend lawyers, but in independent surrogacy you select your own counsel. My strong advice:
use attorneys who focus heavily on reproductive law, and preferably who have handled multiple cases in Riverside
County specifically. Local court practice matters.



Who can be a surrogate, and who can use one?
“Who can use a surrogate?” In California, there is no legal requirement that intended parents be married, straight,
or resident in the state. Single people can use a surrogacy agency. Same sex couples can use surrogacy in
California. Out of state and international intended parents regularly work with clinics and agencies in Riverside and
across the state, though cross border arrangements add extra legal steps.

“What are the requirements to become a surrogate in California?” There is no single state checklist, but common
baseline criteria from reputable clinics and agencies include: being between roughly 21 and 40, having had at least
one prior uncomplicated pregnancy and delivery, no major medical issues, stable lifestyle, and no current
substance use problems. Psychological screening is standard.

“What disqualifies you from being a surrogate?” Significant unmanaged mental health conditions, recent serious
complications in pregnancy, certain chronic diseases, active substance abuse, some criminal histories, or lack of
reliable support at home can all disqualify someone. IVF clinics often have stricter medical standards than agencies.

“Can you choose who you are a surrogate for?” Yes. Surrogates in both agency and independent arrangements
meet intended parents and choose whether to move forward. Many surrogates describe a “gut feeling” when they
meet the right match. Choice runs both ways.

How to choose: is an agency worth it for you?
The core questions many people raise are: “How do I choose a surrogacy agency?” “What should I look for in a
surrogacy agency?” and “Are surrogacy agencies worth it?”

There is no single “best surrogacy agency in Riverside” that is ideal for everyone. Any organization claiming that
status without nuance warrants a skeptical look. What matters is fit: their strengths, their transparency, and your
needs.

If you are considering an agency, focus less on glossy branding and more on three things. First, depth of
experience with California and specifically Riverside County parentage processes. Second, how they handle
problems: failed transfers, mismatched expectations, medical scares, or breakdowns in communication. Third, how
clearly they explain money: what they charge, what is included, when fees are due, and what refunds or credits
exist if things go sideways.

Independent surrogacy may make more sense if you already have a deeply trusted potential surrogate, such as a
close friend or relative, and both sides are comfortable handling logistics with trusted professionals rather than
through an agency. It can also appeal to people who strongly dislike structured programs and prefer to build their
own support teams.

However, I have watched independent intended parents underestimate how exhausting it is to coordinate every
email, every appointment, every payment, and every awkward conversation. If your work and family life are already
full and you burn out easily when juggling details, an agency in Riverside or elsewhere in California may be a better
use of your resources, even if the upfront cost stings.

Concrete questions to ask any agency you interview
Whether you are searching phrases like “How do I find a reputable surrogacy agency near me?” or “Where can I
find a surrogacy agency in Riverside?” you eventually end up talking to real people. Those conversations are where
you get the real measure of an organization.



Here is a second and final list that can guide that conversation.

2. Second list: questions worth asking an agency

1) How many gestational surrogacy cases have you completed with births in Riverside County or nearby
counties in the last few years, and how many are you managing right now?

2) What are your exact fees, when are they due, and what is your refund or credit policy if a match fails or
medical screening disqualifies a surrogate? 3) Who will be my day to day contact, what is their experience, and
how quickly do they usually respond during emergencies and during routine periods? 4) How do you screen
surrogates medically, psychologically, and legally, and what criteria would lead you to reject an applicant? 5)
How do you support surrogates and intended parents emotionally throughout the process, including after a
failed transfer, miscarriage, or birth?

Listen not only to the content but to the clarity and tone of the answers. Defensiveness, vague generalities, or
heavy pressure to sign quickly are red flags.

Matching timelines and success rates
“How long does the surrogacy process take?” and “How long does it take to be matched with a surrogate?” are
questions where expectations often collide with reality.

In Riverside and across California, typical timelines from initial agency intake or independent planning to embryo
transfer often run around 9 to 18 months, sometimes shorter, sometimes longer. Matching alone can take a few
months if your criteria are narrow, such as very specific views on termination, geographic constraints, or very
limited embryo availability.

Agency surrogacy may speed up matching if the agency has a robust pool of pre screened surrogates in California.
Independent matching can be quick if you already have a candidate, but can also take longer if you are searching
on your own.

“What is the success rate of surrogacy?” depends primarily on embryo quality, the surrogate’s health, and the
clinic’s expertise. Many clinics report high live birth rates for transfers with tested embryos and well screened
surrogates. However, even the best clinic cannot guarantee a specific outcome. Multiple transfers are often
needed. When comparing agencies, ask not just for success rates, but for statistics on how many matches dissolve,
and how they handle rematching.

Riverside specific considerations
Riverside County has a mix of urban and suburban communities and a growing number of families open about
using assisted reproduction. Surrogates in this region may prefer intended parents who are relatively nearby so
that appointments and visits feel manageable, though many are open to matches elsewhere in California or
beyond.

If you are local, working with clinics and lawyers who understand the dynamics of Riverside courts and hospitals
can reduce surprises. For instance, different hospitals have slightly different internal policies about intended
parents’ names on wristbands at birth or who can be in the delivery room. An experienced case manager or
attorney who has navigated Riverside facilities before can set expectations early and smooth those details.

There are surrogacy agencies in Riverside County and many more in neighboring counties like Los Angeles,
Orange, and San Diego that regularly work with Riverside residents. Location of the agency’s main office matters
less than their familiarity with your clinic and your birth hospital.



Bringing it together: choosing your path
By the time most people have asked all the questions above, another one emerges: “Are surrogacy agencies worth
it, for me, right now?”

If you are:

Overwhelmed by administrative details

Short on time

Unsure how to vet surrogates, attorneys, and insurance

Emotionally exhausted from prior fertility treatments

Then an agency in or near Riverside can be a relief. The extra fee buys you structure, screening, and a seasoned
guide.

If you are:

Working with a trusted friend or relative as surrogate

Comfortable managing complex projects

Very cost sensitive and willing to trade time for money

Ready to build your own professional team carefully

Then independent surrogacy can work well, provided you still invest in top tier legal, medical, and psychological
support.

Either way, the constants in California are clear: surrogacy is legal, contracts and court orders matter enormously,
surrogates have rights and deserve respect and support, and there is room for diverse families, including single
and same sex intended parents.

The decision between agency and independent surrogacy in Riverside is less a question of “Which is better?” and
more “Which set of responsibilities, risks, and costs fits who I am, and the family I am trying to build?” Once you
answer that honestly, the next steps, though never easy, become a lot more manageable.




