
What Hail Really Does To Residential Windows
You do not always need a dramatic storm to see window damage. A few hard strikes can chip glass, crack panes,
bend frames, or knock weatherstripping Windows of Waco 254-276-3995 loose.

A typical window can do fine for years and still fail quickly in a strong hailstorm. The glass may crack on impact,
but even when it does not, the force can weaken the seal between panes.

The trouble is worse when hail arrives with wind. In hail-prone regions, better window construction is part of
protecting the home, not just improving comfort.

How Stronger Windows Stand Up To Severe Weather
The biggest upgrade is usually in the glass itself. Instead of shattering into loose pieces, the glazing is designed
to resist penetration and stay attached longer.

A well-made standard double pane window is not the same thing as an impact rated system. The frame is part of
the protection, since weak framing can compromise an otherwise decent glass package.

That comparison is worth doing because the gap in protection can be meaningful. Standard windows may be
cheaper up front, but they are more likely to crack, chip, or fail at the seals after repeated storm exposure.

A solid frame helps the window stay square and sealed after impact and temperature swings. A window that
works fine in mild weather may not be the best match for heavy sun and storm exposure.

An experienced window replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

When Hail Protection Is Not Enough Anymore
Once a unit is compromised, a storm can finish the job. That weakness becomes more noticeable when wind-
driven hail hits the same side of the house.

You may also notice the window rattles, sticks, or sits out of square. If the glass is constantly sweating between
panes, the insulating seal has probably failed already.

It is better to assess vulnerable windows before the next severe weather season arrives. Areas of the home with
broad glass surfaces tend to be hit harder and heat up more, which shortens the life of weak windows.

This is also where a full home inspection helps, because hail damage is not always isolated to one window.

What To Look For In Stronger Windows
The right choice depends on the age of the unit, the amount of damage, and how much protection you want
going forward. Once the insulating layer is compromised, repairs usually do not restore the original performance.

It is not the only option, but it is the one built specifically for stronger resistance. For others, a well-built
replacement with durable framing and good glazing may be enough if the exposure is lower.

Costs vary based on glass type, frame material, labor, opening size, and whether the work is retrofit or full frame.
A detailed quote should spell out both the product and the labor.
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Strong windows can also reduce heat gain if the glass package is selected well. Low-E coatings and proper solar
control help keep the house cooler while still improving durability.

A strong warranty will not stop a hailstorm, but it can soften the blow if a product fails early. Good planning
reduces the chance of leaving openings vulnerable during the job.

How To Get More Protection Before The Next Storm Season
A few practical habits can extend the life of stronger windows and help weaker ones last a bit longer. The tighter
and cleaner the opening, the better the window can do its job.

If you are considering upgrades, start with the most exposed elevations first. Then work through the rest of the
home based on age and condition.

What matters is how the window performs in the weather your home actually gets. For homes that take repeated
hits, better windows can save money and frustration over time.


