
A door that suddenly starts dragging, scraping, or refusing to latch is easy to blame on the door itself. In North
Texas, seasonal soil movement is common, and it can distort openings before cracks become obvious.

What Happens To A Door When The Foundation Shifts
A door works only when the frame stays square. That is why a sticking door can show up long before a
homeowner notices a large crack in drywall.

If the bottom of the door scrapes the floor, the slab, framing, or both may have settled unevenly. A few screw
turns can help a minor issue, but they will not correct a foundation problem.

That uneven push and pull puts stress on door frames, interior trim, and exterior openings. Even a well-built
home can develop movement if the soil conditions around it are severe enough.

How To Tell If The Problem Is Foundation Movement Or Something
Else
Not every sticky door points to a foundation issue. A door that suddenly worsens over a few months deserves a
closer look.

These warning signs usually point toward structural movement:

Cracks running diagonally from the corners of door frames or nearby windows

Gaps that open at the top of the frame on one side and close at the bottom on the other

A door that swings open or shut on its own after the house has shifted

Trim separating from the wall or caulk pulling apart near the casing

Multiple doors or windows that start sticking at the same time

Wood can swell during a damp stretch and then shrink back later.

If you want a quick home check, close the door slowly and watch the gap between the slab and the jamb.

Practical First Steps For A Door That Sticks
Some sticking doors can be improved with basic maintenance. A warped slab, however, usually will not respond
to these fixes for long.

Before you call anyone out, check a few things carefully:

Tighten loose hinge screws, especially the top hinge

Look for paint buildup, swollen wood, or weatherstripping that is catching

See if the latch needs to be lifted or pushed to catch

Open and close the door after a dry spell and again after wet weather

Check nearby windows and trim for the same kind of movement

That is the point where a foundation inspection makes more sense than continuing to plane the door or bend the
hardware.

An experienced foundation repair company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.



The Difference Between A Temporary Patch And A Lasting Solution
In that case, a good carpenter can often rehang the door, window installation reset the strike, or correct the trim
so the room functions normally again. But if the house is actively shifting, the door repair is only cosmetic until
the foundation issue is handled.

A pattern of uneven floors, multiple sticking doors, and recurring wall cracks deserves a broader evaluation.

Foundation repair is usually worth investigating when the following are true:

The door problem keeps returning after hardware adjustments

Other openings in the home are also out of alignment

Cracks, gaps, or floor slope are becoming more noticeable

The issue changes with wet and dry cycles but never fully disappears

Sometimes it means addressing foundation movement first, then rehanging the door once the structure is stable.
In North Texas, doors often reveal soil movement before anything else does.
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