
What to Expect During Tile Roof Installation in
Austin
Tile roofing has a long history in Texas, and for good reason. The materials handle intense sun,
occasional hail, and heavy rain better than many other options. If you live in Austin and you are
considering a new roof, clay and concrete tiles offer a combination of durability and visual
character that fits the local architecture. But the process of getting one installed is not as
simple as nailing down shingles. There are steps, materials, and choices that matter a lot to
the final result.

The Roof Deck and Underlayment
Every tile roof starts with the structure beneath it. The roof deck needs to be solid and flat, with
no sagging or uneven spots. In Austin, many homes use plywood or OSB sheathing over the
rafters. Before any tile goes on, the deck gets a layer of underlayment. This is usually a
waterproof membrane that protects the house if wind drives rain under the tiles. Some
contractors use a self-adhering membrane, others use a synthetic felt. The important thing is
that it is installed with proper overlap and sealed around penetrations like vents and chimneys.

After the underlayment, a batten system is installed. Battens are horizontal wood strips that
create a nailing surface for the tiles and also provide a ventilation gap. This gap allows air to
move under the tiles, which helps dry out any moisture that gets past the tile surface. In hot
Austin summers, that airflow also helps keep the attic cooler.

Choosing Tile Profiles and Materials
The type of tile you choose affects the look, the weight on the roof, and the installation
method. The most common profiles in Central Texas are Mission tile, also called Barrel tile, and
Flat tile. Mission tiles are the classic half-round shape that you see on Spanish-style homes.
Flat tiles give a cleaner, more contemporary line. There is also S tile, which has an interlocking
S-shaped profile that sheds water quickly and is popular on mid-century ranches.

Materials are usually clay tile or concrete tile. Clay tile has been used for centuries and
develops a patina over time. It is fired at high temperatures, so it has good fire resistance and
color that goes all the way through. Concrete tile is heavier and denser, but it can be made in a
wide range of colors. Both materials are rated for 50 to 100 years or more if the roof is
installed correctly. The weight difference matters: concrete tile can be around 800 to 1000
pounds per square, while clay is closer to 600 to 800. Your roof structure has to be engineered
to handle that load.



Spanish tile is a term that often gets used loosely. Strictly speaking, it refers to a specific
profile with a curved barrel shape and a tapered pan. But in Austin, many people use it to
describe any clay or concrete tile with a curved profile. The important detail is that Spanish tile
roofs usually require more attention to the mortar at the ridge and the hip lines.

Installation: From Battens to Ridge Caps
Once the batten system is in place, the actual tile roof installation austin contractors follow a
sequence that has been refined over decades. The first course of tile at the eave gets a special
piece called an eave closure. This is a flat piece that sits under the first tile and blocks birds,
insects, and wind-driven rain from getting under the roof. It also gives a clean finished edge.

From there, tiles are laid in rows from the eave up to the ridge. Each tile interlocks with the one
next to it and the one below it. The battens are spaced so that the tile head laps over the batten
by a specific amount, usually about 1.5 to 2 inches. That overlap is what keeps water from
running sideways under the tile. The tiles are fastened with nails or clips, depending on the
slope and the local wind codes. In Austin, where we can get straight-line winds, most roofers
use two fasteners per tile on the lower part of the roof and one on the upper portion.

Valleys, where two roof slopes meet, get a separate layer of valley flashing. This is usually
metal, either copper or painted steel, that runs down the center of the valley. The tiles are cut at
an angle to meet the flashing, and the gap is left open so water can flow freely. A common
mistake is to mortar the valley closed, which traps debris and leads to rust or rot. Proper valley
flashing lets leaves and pine needles wash through.

At the ridge, the top row of tiles is capped with ridge caps. These are half-round pieces that
cover the gap where the two sides meet. They are set in mortar or held with clips, depending
on the system. Hip tiles work the same way but run along an outside corner where two slopes
come together. Gable trim finishes the edge at the side of the roof, covering the exposed ends
of the tiles and giving a clean line.

Mortar, Clips, and the Role of the Contractor
A lot of the longevity of a tile roof comes down to how the mortar is mixed and applied. The
mortar used to set ridge caps and hip tiles is not the same as brick mortar. It has to be a soft,
breathable mix that allows moisture to escape. If the mortar is too hard, it will crack as the roof
expands and contracts with temperature changes. Water gets in those cracks, freezes, and
pops the mortar loose. In Austin, freeze-thaw cycles are less extreme than up north, but we still
get enough cold snaps to make this an issue.

Some modern systems use mechanical clips instead of mortar for the ridge and hip. That is a
valid approach and eliminates the maintenance of mortar joints. But many homeowners prefer
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the traditional look of mortar. Either way, the contractor needs to understand the behavior of
the materials over time.

Choosing a contractor for tile roof installation austin is not just about price. You want someone
who has experience with the specific tile profile you select. Mission tile installs differently than
Flat tile. Barrel tile requires different cutting techniques. A roofer who has only worked with
asphalt shingles may not know how to set the battens at the correct gauge or how to flash a
valley properly. Ask about their training and whether they have done a full tile roof on a house
similar to yours.

Cost Considerations and Lifespan
Tile roofs cost more upfront than composition shingles or metal panels. The materials are
heavier, the labor is more specialized, and the underlayment and batten system add to the bill.
In Austin, you might pay two to three times what you would for a standard asphalt shingle roof.
But the lifespan is dramatically longer. A well-installed tile roof can last 50 to 100 years.
Shingle roofs typically need replacement every 15 to 20 years. Over the life of the house, the
tile roof is often the cheaper option, especially when you factor in the cost of tear-offs and
disposal.

Another factor is fire resistance. Tile is non-combustible, which is a real advantage in areas
prone to wildfires. Even if you live in a suburban part of Austin, a tile roof can lower your
insurance premium and give you peace of mind during a dry summer.

What to Watch For During the Process
If you are having a tile roof installed, there are a few things you can check as the work
progresses. Look at the underlayment before the tiles go on. It should be flat, with no wrinkles
or gaps. The battens should be straight and evenly spaced. The eave closures should be in
place before the first row of tiles. And the valley flashing should extend at least 6 inches up the
slope on each side.

After the roof is finished, walk around the house and look at the ridge caps. They should be
level and consistent. The mortar should be smooth, with no large cracks or hollow spots. If the
contractor used clips, make sure they are all visible and not covered by excess mortar. Also
check the gable trim. It should be tight against the tile and sealed at the ends.

A good contractor will also show you how to maintain the roof. Tile roofs need less
maintenance than other types, but you should still keep the valleys clear of debris and check
the mortar every few years for cracks. If you have a clay tile roof, the color will not fade, but the
tiles can break if someone walks on them carelessly. Use a roofing ladder or stay off the roof
entirely for most tasks.



Tile roof installation austin projects are a long-term investment. The upfront cost is real, but
the payoff in durability, energy efficiency, and curb appeal is hard to match. If you choose
quality materials and an experienced installer, you will likely never have to replace that roof.


