
How to Verify an Online Casino's Licence Before
You Play
When you sign up at an online casino, you hand over personal details and deposit real money.
Most operators are honest, but a small number work without proper oversight. That is why
knowing how to run a casino licence check matters. It is one of the few steps that can tell you,
before you spin a single reel, whether the site you are on is accountable to a real gambling
authority.

Licensing is not a badge a casino gives itself. It is a permit issued by a government body or a
recognised regulatory commission. In the UK, the most respected licences come from the UK
Gambling Commission, the Malta Gaming Authority, or the Gibraltar Gambling Commissioner.
Each of these bodies sets rules about player protection, fair game mechanics, and responsible
advertising. A casino that holds one of these licences has agreed to follow those rules. A
casino that does not may still be legal in its home country, but it is not answerable to the same
standards.

What a Licence Actually Covers
A valid licence does more than prove a casino exists. It usually requires the operator to
segregate player funds from operational cash, so your deposits are not used to pay other
customers' winnings. It also obliges the casino to submit to regular audits of its software, its
random number generators, and its payout rates. Some regulators publish audited payout
percentage figures for each game, which gives you a rough sense of how much the house
keeps over time.

Beyond the financial side, a licence often dictates how a casino handles disputes. If you have a
complaint about a withheld withdrawal or a bonus term, the regulator can step in as a
mediator. Without a licence, you have no such safety net. The casino's own terms are the final
word, and those terms usually say they can change them at any time.

Where to Find the Licence Information
Reputable casinos display their licence details prominently. Look at the footer of the
homepage. You should see a logo from the UK Gambling Commission, the Malta Gaming
Authority, or an equivalent body. Next to that logo, there is typically a site licence number. Write
that number down and check it against the regulator's own register. Most regulators maintain
an online search tool where you can enter the number and see the current status of the licence.
Expired, suspended, or revoked licences will show up there.



If you cannot find a licence number at all, that is a red flag. Some casinos bury it in the terms
and conditions or the about page. If it is truly absent, you are likely dealing with an unlicensed
operator. In that case, any casino licence check should conclude with a clear recommendation:
do not deposit money.

The Role of Third-Party Seals
Alongside government licences, you may see seals from independent auditors like eCOGRA.
The eCOGRA seal stands for eCommerce and Online Gaming Regulation and Assurance. It is
not a government licence, but it is a widely recognised mark of fair play. Casinos that carry it
submit to regular checks on their game fairness, payout speeds, and responsible gambling
tools. It adds a layer of trust, especially for casinos based in jurisdictions where local gambling
laws are less strict.

That said, a third-party seal is not a substitute for a government licence. A casino can have an
eCOGRA seal today and lose it tomorrow if it fails an audit. Always verify the seal on the
auditor's own site, not just the casino's page. A screenshot of a seal means nothing if the
auditor's record shows it is no longer valid.

How Licensing Jurisdictions Differ
Not all licences are equal. The UK Gambling Commission operates under the UK Gambling Act
2005, which sets high standards for consumer protection. Casinos licenced by the
Commission must use software that is tested for fairness, and they must offer features like
deposit limits and self-exclusion tools. The Malta Gaming Authority follows similar rules,
though its focus is on the Maltese market and operators based there. The Gibraltar Gambling
Commissioner also enforces robust standards, but Gibraltar's regulatory system is smaller and
may have fewer staff to handle complaints.

Some casinos claim to be "licenced in Curacao" or "regulated in Kahnawake." These are not the
same as a major European or UK regulator. A licence from a tiny jurisdiction may offer little real
protection, especially if that jurisdiction does not require independent audits or fund
segregation. When you do a casino licence check, pay attention to which body issued the
licence, not just the fact that a licence exists.

What to Check Beyond the Licence
Even a properly licenced casino can have weak spots. Look at the terms for bonuses. Many
welcome offers come with wagering requirements that make it nearly impossible to withdraw
the bonus cash. If the terms say you must wager the bonus amount dozens of times before
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you can cash out, that is a sign the casino is using bonuses to keep your money in play longer
than you may want.

Check the withdrawal policy too. Some licenced casinos still take several days to process
withdrawals, and a few charge fees. The licence does not dictate how fast they pay, but a
reputable operator will publish clear timelines. If the terms mention "manual review" of
withdrawals, expect delays. That is not necessarily a scam, but it is a friction point worth
knowing about before you deposit.

Also look for safer gambling features. The best licenced casinos let you set deposit limits,
cooling-off periods, and time-out reminders. The UK Gambling Commission encourages these
tools, but not every licenced operator offers them. If a casino lacks basic player controls, you
may want to look elsewhere, even if its licence is valid.

When to Walk Away
There are plenty of online casinos that hold a proper licence and treat customers fairly. But
there are also operators that rely on the fact that most players never check. A quick casino
licence check takes five minutes and can save you from losing your deposit to a site that has
no obligation to return it. If the licence number does not match the regulator's records, or if the
regulator's website lists the casino as having a revoked licence, walk away. No bonus is worth
playing on an unregulated site.

Remember that a licence is a starting point, not a guarantee. Even a well-regulated casino can
have games with high house edges or terms that favour the operator. But a licence gives you a
path to recourse. Without it, you are on your own. That is the difference between playing for fun
and gambling blind.


