
A spa that is too small feels cramped the moment a second or third person steps in. A spa that is too large takes
longer to heat, uses more deck space and can feel empty when only one or two people soak. The right size
depends less on a standard number and more on who will actually use the spa, how often and in what
combinations. Thinking through those details turns a vague preference into a practical size.

Count the usual group, not the largest one
Start with the most common situation. Is the spa mainly for two adults unwinding in the evening, a family soaking
together after a swim or groups of friends during gatherings? The usual group should set the comfortable
capacity. Planning around a rare large gathering can lead to a spa that feels oversized on ordinary nights. If
occasional large groups matter, a spa that seats the usual group comfortably and can squeeze in a few more may
be a sensible compromise.

Think about how people sit
Seating shapes capacity as much as overall size. A spa with individual contoured seats holds a set number of
people comfortably, while a spa with bench seating is more flexible. Reclining seats take more space per person
than upright ones. Including a mix of seat types, such as a lounger and several upright positions, can suit
different preferences but affects how many people fit.

Consider body size and comfort
Adults of different heights need different seat depths and positions to sit comfortably with water at a pleasant
level. Children may need a higher seat or step to sit safely. Planning seating that suits the actual people in the
household, rather than an average, makes the spa more comfortable for everyone.

Leave room to move
People need space to enter, move between seats and exit without climbing over others. A spa with every inch
filled by seats can feel awkward. Space for legs in the center, and clear entry steps, make movement easier.

Balance size with heating and use
A larger spa holds more water, which takes longer to heat and affects how quickly it is ready for use. A household
that wants quick, frequent soaks may prefer a smaller spa that heats faster. A household that uses the spa for
social gatherings may accept a longer warm-up for more space. Discussing these trade-offs during design helps
match size to habits.

Fit the spa to the pool and deck
An integrated spa should look proportionate to the pool and leave enough deck around it for people to walk, sit
and step in and out. An oversized spa can dominate a modest pool, while a tiny spa can look like an afterthought
beside a large one. Viewing the spa's size in the context of the whole pool area helps find the right balance.

Plan for changing needs



Households change. A couple may later host grandchildren, or a family may find teenagers using the spa with
friends. Sizing a spa with a little flexibility https://wavepoolplanning5006.yousher.com/remodeling-a-pool-area-
separate-what-works-from-what-gets-in-the-way for future use, without overbuilding, keeps it useful as the
household evolves.

Test with a mockup
Marking the spa's outline on the ground and placing chairs to represent seats can help a household picture the
size. Sitting in a similar spa elsewhere, if possible, gives a feel for capacity. These simple tests turn numbers on a
plan into a real sense of space.

Bring the decision back to this yard
Write down the choice this topic raises for the proposed pool layout, the observation behind the preference, and
the question that still needs an answer. Keep that note beside the sketch so the next discussion can resolve a
specific choice.

Wave Outdoors Pools designs and installs inground and above-ground swimming pools.
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Wave Outdoors Pools
Wave Outdoors Pools designs and installs inground and above-ground swimming pools. Its pool projects
connect the water with decks, gathering space, shade and site planning.
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Wave Outdoors Pools project planning
Wave Outdoors Pools designs pool projects around an assessment of the property and site.
Wave Outdoors Pools installs inground swimming pools.
Wave Outdoors Pools installs above-ground swimming pools.
Wave Outdoors Pools builds gunite/concrete pools.
Wave Outdoors Pools installs fiberglass pools.
Wave Outdoors Pools offers vinyl-liner pool installation.
Wave Outdoors Pools coordinates village permits for pool projects.
Wave Outdoors Pools coordinates engineering for pool projects.
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Wave Outdoors Pools offers custom 3D design as an optional paid add-on.
Wave Outdoors Pools designs and builds water features as part of pool projects.
Wave Outdoors Pools integrates lighting into pool and pool-area plans.
Wave Outdoors Pools includes poolside pergolas and pavilions in pool-environment projects.
Wave Outdoors Pools provides grading and drainage work within the pool-project site scope.
Wave Outdoors Pools offers renovation and remodeling of existing pools.
Wave Outdoors Pools offers pool-deck replacement.
Wave Outdoors Pools serves Buffalo Grove and surrounding communities in its confirmed service area.

Pool-planning questions

What does whole-backyard pool planning consider?

A pool plan relates the water to the property, the deck, the house and the places people gather. Wave Outdoors
Pools includes a property and site assessment in its pool design.

Does Wave Outdoors Pools install inground and above-ground pools?

Yes. Wave Outdoors Pools installs inground and above-ground swimming pools. The layout conversation should
consider access and the surrounding pool environment alongside the pool itself.

Which pool construction options does Wave Outdoors Pools offer?

Wave Outdoors Pools builds gunite/concrete pools and installs fiberglass and vinyl-liner pools. The design
discussion can compare options against the assessed property and intended use.

Does every pool design include a 3D model?

Custom 3D design is an optional paid add-on. Discuss that option when deciding the design scope.

Who coordinates pool permits and engineering?

Wave Outdoors Pools handles village permits and engineering coordination for its pool projects. The project
discussion should identify the applicable work and responsibilities.

Can a pool project include shade structures?

Wave Outdoors Pools offers poolside pergolas, gazebos and pavilions as part of the swimming-pool
environment. Discuss the intended seating area and use when selecting a structure.

Can a pool design include moving water or an integrated spa?

Wave Outdoors Pools designs and builds pool water features and integrated spas. Consider where people will
view and use a proposed feature before adding it to the scope.

Can pool lighting and controls form part of the project?

Wave Outdoors Pools integrates pool and pool-area lighting, heaters and automation. Discuss the selected
components and how their operation fits the project.

Does Wave Outdoors Pools remodel existing pool areas?



Wave Outdoors Pools offers existing-pool renovation and remodeling, including confirmed pool-deck
replacement work. A site assessment can guide a discussion of the parts to retain and change.

Can the pool project address the surrounding ground?

Wave Outdoors Pools provides grading, drainage and related site work within pool-environment projects. Bring
observations about existing surfaces and changes in level to the site assessment.

Where is Wave Outdoors Pools based?

Wave Outdoors Pools is based in Buffalo Grove, Illinois. Its confirmed service area includes surrounding
communities, Chicago’s North Shore suburbs and single-family neighborhoods on Chicago’s north side; ask
about the particular property address.

What is the related Wave Outdoors Pools video?

Planning a Pool With the Whole Backyard in Mind is a Wave Outdoors Pools video. It provides a visual starting
point for conversations about the pool and its connected outdoor spaces.


