A top fireplace behaves like punctuation. It can pause a room or positioned a complete cease on a long wall.
When you introduce customized developed-ins round it, the total sentence has to examine cleanly. | have spent
satisfactory Saturdays with blue tape on flooring, shimming out face frames, and trimming scribe moldings in
opposition to wavy plaster to comprehend that fireside cabinetry succeeds or fails on small, early choices. Get

these perfect and the room rewards you daily. Miss them and you inherit a life-time of virtually-suitable.

What follows is a realistic journey because of the offerings that carry the such a lot weight. | will weave in
numbers, subject notes, and a couple of missteps | actually have noticed so you can forestall them. Whether
you're running with a cupboard maker, a customized cabinetry contractor, or occupied with a piece of your own

end carpentry, use this as a benchmark.

Start with the room, now not the fireplace

Fireplaces tempt you to layout in a vacuum. Resist that. Measure from casing to casing, from floor to ceiling, and
from the front of the hearth to the closest visitors route. If the firebox is based, symmetry can work, however
symmetry is not a commandment. In narrow living rooms, for example, one full-height cabinet balanced with the
aid of a shrink run with built-in shelving and paintings above steadily looks more advantageous than twin towers

crowding the hole.

Scale drives the entirety. Most dwelling rooms are 12 to 16 ft wide. In those, | intention for developed-ins
between 12 and 18 inches deep. Shallower than eleven inches, and books kitchen cabinet maker overhang or
doorways sense toy-like. Deeper than 18 inches, and you bounce stealing ground zone in a manner you possibly
can sense. If your own home has tall ceilings, take the uppers within 2 to 6 inches of the crown in place of

stopping quick. Dust cabinets are layout indecision in hide.

Mantel top is a clue. If the mantel sits at 52 inches and your constructed-ins quit at 60, the eye reads a step.
Extend the stiles and face frames in good verticals so the fire and cabinetry share a visual rhythm. If you desire a
cut down, more European mantel in the mid 40s, enable the cut cupboard tops align so the complete

composition forms one calm horizon.

Respect warm, code, and clearances

Nothing impressive comes from softening MDF with warmth. Before you draw a unmarried stile, pick out the
fireside classification and be certain clearances. Wood-burning units throw radiant warmth which can age finishes
and transfer reliable timber. Many gasoline inserts vent warmness otherwise, and a few electric powered gadgets
live cool to touch. Manufacturer specs rule the following. Common instruction asks for 6 to twelve inches from
the firebox to any adjacent vertical cabinet floor, from time to time more. Mantel projections also have law. If
your mantel juts 8 inches, the lowest side routinely has to sit countless inches bigger than a slimmer mantel

could.

| actually have a ordinary container test. On the coldest evening you're able to in finding, run the fire for several
hours with a floor thermometer taped to the edge the place the cupboard area may sit. If you see numbers above
the prompt limits for the constituents you plan to make use of, adjust the design. You can introduce a small go
back of tile or stone among the box and the cupboard stile, or add a hidden air hole behind the stile to burn up

warmth.

Finishes count. Lacquer and catalyzed conversion varnish grasp up superior near tender warmth than essential

waterborne paint, however latest waterbornes rated for trim do fantastic in the event you store the heat within
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spec. If you choose painted tradition outfitted-ins, ponder MDF for doors and quit panels where flow is a
nuisance, and plywood for carcasses for screw-maintaining energy. When you crave stained customized
woodwork, judge a sturdy species like rift white o.k.or walnut other than pink very wellthat telegraphs grain

below darkish stain.

The TV question you may want to reply early

Mounting a TV above the hearth puts kind in opposition t operate. Heat, neck angle, and glare all conspire. | even
have accomplished lovely shiplap panels with hid conduits and occasional-profile mounts, and | actually have
also had purchasers relocate a TV inside a year on the grounds that looking a two-hour movie felt like row two at
a matinee. Two principles guide. First, center the reveal so the underside area sits kind of 36 to 44 inches off the
comprehensive surface if it is easy to. If the mantel forces it bigger, attempt angling the mount down and picking
a dimension that maintains the high side under 60 to 65 inches. Second, run energy and sign as a result of
versatile conduit to a facet cupboard. Leave an get right of entry to panel. When HDMI criteria exchange, it is

easy to thank your previous self.

If you maintain the TV off the fireplace, the good-part cabinet more often than not turns into a discreet media
hub. Plan for ventilation. A clear-cut slotted to come back, mesh in a door panel, or a 12-volt cupboard fan can

amplify the life of your components.

Open shelves, doors, and what you easily store

Every shelf you build will collect something. Name that anything in advance. If you need books, layout a majority
of cabinets at 11 inches deep and 12 to thirteen inches excessive, with a couple of taller bays for artwork books. If
you desire baskets, measure the basket footprint previously you hand the drawings for your cupboard maker. If
you're hiding board video games or toys, set the scale back cabinet intensity at sixteen to 18 inches, use
complete-extension undermount slides, and save the cupboard true round 30 inches high so little toddlers can

aid themselves without mountain climbing.

Glass doorways defend without separating. In basic homes, | desire inset doorways with slim rails, mortised butt
hinges, and European soft-near catches. In more modern-day rooms, overlay doorways with refreshing edges and
a bevel pull can seem to be basic. For coastal or cottage tasks, beadboard backs and easy face frames examine
hot with no a whole lot of fuss. If the apartment already has custom kitchen cupboards with a particular door

variety or rail profile, echo that vocabulary so the complete homestead speaks the comparable language.

Lighting inside of integrated shelving elevates the commonly used. A shallow rabbet at the entrance of each shelf
can disguise LED strips, or a percent at the height can wash the to come back panel. Keep coloration temperature
between 2700K and 3000K so framed footage do no longer seem like dental X-rays. Plan a dimmer, and run the

transformer to a serviceable region, now not buried in the back of the unit.

Do’s and don’ts | have discovered on authentic jobs

* Do template and dry-have compatibility ahead of paint. A cardboard or MDF mockup saves steeply-priced

surprises, peculiarly in historical homes in which plaster bellies and floors upward push at door thresholds.

* Do align reveals and sightlines. Keep consistent gaps at doorways, in shape the rail heights to the mantel or

window sills, and allow stiles land on logical breaks just like the fringe of the fireplace.

* Don't push cupboards flush to the firebox without a noncombustible go back. Use stone, tile, or metallic trim

to bridge those last inches and manipulate warm.



* Don't overbuild depth. Extra-deep shelves look like fridges flanking the fireplace. Keep most sections beneath

18 inches unless you've got you have got a plan for the mass.

* Don't pass stores and wire control. Place energy on each and every edge and a ground outlet if the seating

plan places a table lamp in the heart of the room.

Style that belongs to the house

A craftsman bungalow needs assorted trim than a center-hall colonial. You can appreciate that without copying.
In a bungalow, quarter-sawn very wellface frames, square-edged stiles, and useful cove crown can tie the
equipped-ins to the fashioned casing. In a colonial, a taller base, stepped crown, and implemented bead on inset
doorways suit the bones. In a midcentury ranch, flush inset doors, horizontal grain veneers, and a narrow screen

at the flooring continue the room pale.

Face body possibilities power character. Beaded inset doorways really feel customized simply because they may
be. They also require a cabinet maker with persistence and sharp chisels, and they can money extra by way of
tighter tolerances. Full overlay simplifies traces and trims settlement. For painted residential cabinetry, poplar
frames and MDF panels are conventional. For stained work, use reliable frames and veneered panels to control
circulation. A solid customized cupboard maker will stroll you via these business-offs other than hand you a

single catalog alternative.

Finish preferences stay longer while they may be trustworthy about use. At fireplaces, | generally tend to specify
pigmented conversion varnish or a outstanding waterborne teeth, each sprayed in a shop for a flat end and cured
onerous satisfactory to resist basket scrapes. Hand-brushed contact-ups turn up on web site after customized

cabinet deploy and inner end carpentry, but the deep build takes place earlier start.

The invisible infrastructure: chronic, records, and sound

You should not retrofit twine behind a glued cupboard conveniently. Plan the backbone early. Put a essential
outlet inside the back of each decrease cupboard close to the desirable so chargers and small audio system hide.
Add low-voltage earrings for HDMI and Ethernet so you do not snake wires thru door gaps. If you might be
severe about sound, take into accout a small soundbar cavity with a removable grille, or use speaker fabric on a
door panel. Conduit solves future you. A 1-inch flexible conduit from the TV area to the closest cupboard, and an

additional to the basement or crawl, expenditures little and saves walls later.

In older houses with confined circuits, fireplaces plus house warmers stress electric skill in iciness. If a buyer insists
on an electric insert and a collection of contraptions within the flanking cabinets, | ask an electrician to match the

panel and commonly pull a committed circuit. You won't be able to paint your method out of a tripped breaker.

How the paintings in point of fact happens

The most advantageous customized equipped-ins don't seem to be a unmarried business. There is structure and

layout, save fabrication, website online coaching, and indoors end carpentry. Here is an average cadence | use:

* A web page degree with laser and story pole, plus images of latest casing, baseboard, and crown, and a

communication about what will stay in every single cabinet.

e Scaled drawings with elevations and a part at any problematical junction, like the fireside return. If the house

already gains customized kitchen cabinets, we pull door profiles and paint codes for continuity.



® Shop fabrication. For a pair of 9-foot-tall flanking items with face frames, doors, adjustable shelves, and LED

lights, predict 60 to one hundred store hours based on complexity. Painted paintings can add healing time.

e Site readiness. Walls get skimmed where vital, shops moved, blocking off added. | love to set cleats alongside

the again wall into studs so the cupboards hold rectangular no matter if the surface dips.

e Custom cabinet installation, scribing, and trim. This is the tremendous carpentry that hides the sins of an

antique house. It can take two days or it may take per week if not anything is plumb. Plan for that.

Costs range with area and conclude, but for reference, a ordinary pair of painted constructed-ins flanking a
wellknown masonry fireplace, approximately eight feet tall with cut doors and top open cabinets, primarily lands
within the 8,000 to 18,000 wide variety which include store conclude and installation, now not together with
stone or tile. Stained walnut with beaded inset and glass uppers can double that. A custom cabinetry contractor
will quote after a domain discuss with and drawings considering the fact that small important points swing the

variety.

Material decisions that behave over time

| get requested about MDF versus plywood just about weekly. MDF paints like a dream, machines cleanly, and
makes awesome doors and cease panels. It hates water and crushes once you over-tighten screws, so use
authentic hardware and respect pilot holes. Plywood affords energy, takes pocket screws, and resists sagging on
lengthy spans. For carcasses, | use prefinished maple plywood with a not easy manufacturing facility topcoat at
the interior. For shelves, | step up thickness to a few/four or maybe 1 inch if a span exceeds 30 inches and you

wish to load heavy books. A hidden hardwood nosing stiffens a shelf devoid of altering the visible thickness.

Solid picket is for frames and edges wherein it could movement without cracking. Face frames in poplar take
paint good and prevent edges crisp. For stained paintings, rift white oak deals instantly grain that looks
composed in vertical stiles. If you favor the warmth of cherry, take into account it darkens in sunlight. If solely one

cabinet gets southern mild, you could see the difference in a 12 months.

Hardware is the handshake you consider each day. Soft-near undermount slides bring 75 to ninety pounds and
conceal out of sight. Butt hinges seem to be basic but call for cautious mortising. Euro hinges adapt good and
make wonderful changes on web page when walls don't seem to be sq.. | ward off push-latch doors around

fireplaces in view that the heat can soften bumpers and result in springy conduct through the years.

Light, shadow, and the returned panel decision

Back panels change the temper. A painted shiplap back introduces shadow strains and feels casual. A veneered
returned in walnut or very welladds richness without shouting. A primary painted gentle lower back helps to keep
the main target on gadgets. If you pale from the the front with a rabbeted LED strip, a lighter lower back bounces
gentle and makes shelves believe ethereal. If you uplight or downlight from a appropriate %, a darker again

reduces glare and emphasizes silhouettes.

Crown and base tie the entire to the room. | generally pull the prevailing crown profile and length it to bridge any
ceiling waves. At the base, rather than notching round current baseboard, eliminate the baseboard throughout
the cabinet footprint and run the cupboard to the wall, then return the baseboard into the face body. The

outcomes looks intentional and is more straightforward to smooth.

Tricky rooms and learn how to tame them



Not each fireside sits inside the heart of an ideal wall. In one Nineteen Twenties Tudor, the firebox hugged a
corner at a 45-diploma perspective. We custom cabinets solved the asymmetry by constructing a deep, low
console on the long wall and a tall, narrow cupboard near the quick wall, hooked up by way of a mantel that
wrapped the nook. The cabinet close the attitude had a curved scribe to satisfy the plaster. It took an extra day of

cautious coping, however the ultimate sweep felt authentic.

In a small house, we saved cabinets shallow at 10.five inches and skipped doorways altogether to prevent the
visible bulk of rails and stiles. Thin cabinets with metallic pin supports, finished to event the wall, gave simply
ample screen with no crowding the loveseat. A ground outlet lower than a narrow console taken care of a lamp

and kept cords off the fire.

Old houses require humility. Expect partitions out of plumb by way of 1/2 inch over eight feet and floors that dip.
This is where scribe moldings and wider stile edges pay. | bring 1-inch scribe on the outside edges so | can cut to
the wall. If you order manufacturing facility-complete parts with skinny finds, there's no picket left to shape. A

wonderful cupboard maker plans for the scribe, then paints it after fitting so the seam disappears.

Maintenance, touch-ups, and living with the result

Painted outfitted-ins assemble fingerprints at youngster peak and scuffs at the toe. Use a cleanable conclude and
prevent a small quantity of touch-up paint labeled with the mix date. Microfiber towels, a tender brush
attachment at the vacuum, and a twice-every year wipe-down retailer airborne dirt and dust and soot off the
crown and top shelves. If your hearth burns wooden, upload a discreet recess or a tile pad near the hearth to

relaxation a log provider for a moment. Little habits restrict the sort of bangs that drive mammoth touch-u.s.a.

Humidity is the enemy of tight unearths. Keep the house between 35 and 50 p.c. relative humidity when that you
could. In very dry winters, inset doorways cut down a hair. That will not be a defect, simply wood appearing like
picket. Good hinges provide you with a millimeter or two of seasonal adjustment. Plan to tweak as soon as a 12

months in the event that your weather swings.

Two tasks that taught me something new

A kinfolk in a Seventies ranch needed current traces with no shedding warm temperature. We outfitted flush,
complete-overlay cupboards in rift white oak, horizontal grain matched across doors. The hearth turned into a
basic brick surround. Rather than skin the brick, we flooring the mortar flush, wiped clean the face, and delivered
a low, 2-inch-thick very wellmantel that lined up with the cabinet tops at 30 inches. LED strips lived in a shallow
disclose beneath each one shelf. The influence felt very nearly Scandinavian. The lesson was once restraint. We
deleted crown fully and permit a 0.5-inch shadow gap on the ceiling elevate the aspect. That unmarried
demonstrate did greater work than any molding ought to.

In a Victorian with 10-foot ceilings, the problem used to be mass. The consumer wanted bookcases that felt like
they'd at all times been there. We designed full-top instances with arched tops that echoed pocket door headers,
beaded inset doors less than, and a deep mantel bridging the space. Adjustable cabinets were 1 inch thick with a
concealed metal strip under the entrance facet to restrict sag. We used a hand-brushed paint end after fitting to
mixture into the customary plaster quirks. | needed to scribe 3/4 inch on one area in opposition t a wall that
bellied two times. The task took longer than deliberate, but when the gasoline hearth lit for the first time, the

room exhaled. It belonged.

Working with the right people
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If you lease a custom cabinetry contractor, search for the small things. Do they template on website or eyeball?
Do they ask what you're going to store or simply quote an elevation? When you hear phrases like face body,
inset, reveal, and scribe used safely, you might be very likely speaking to anybody who has wrestled ancient
plaster. Ask to see a achieved deploy, now not simply save pieces. Interior conclude carpentry makes or breaks a
task like this, and the maximum the best option cabinet needs a patient installer to fulfill a crooked ceiling with

grace.

For householders who like to basic settlement their possess assignment, focus on sequencing. Painters work
wonderful after shelves are in however prior to remaining hardware goes on. Electricians tough in earlier than
anything arrives, then trim out after installation. Tile and stone around a firebox go in until now the last cabinet
scribe so you are usually not reducing stone grime next to sparkling lacquer. This is choreography, no longer

chaos.

A quick planning direction that easily works

* Define operate first. Make a list of what have got to dwell in each part, from books to a cable container, with

sizes. Measure baskets, speakers, and paintings.

® Decide on symmetry or intentional asymmetry. Sketch possibilities with blue tape on the wall and live with it

for several days.

e Confirm warm and clearances. Pull the hearth guide, take a look at temperatures, and prefer substances rated

for the conditions.

* Lock electrical and AV. Place stores, conduits, and low-voltage feeds on the drawings so the cabinet maker

can drill and route neatly.

® Choose finishes with preservation in brain. If the room sees childrens and logs, decide upon long lasting

paint or a forgiving stain, and continue contact-up to be had.

The quiet payoff

When custom cupboards flank a fireplace thoughtfully, the room profits a balance that you are feeling extra than
see. Books find a residence. Speakers hum with no wires across the fireplace. A portray sits the place it belongs,
no longer hunched above a blazing container. None of that takes place through accident. It occurs while you,
your cabinet maker, and the installer treat the fireplace as an anchor and the outfitted-ins as a body. Good
residential cabinetry hardly ever shouts. It listens to the condo, to the way you reside, and to the physics of picket
and heat. Do that, and years from now it is easy to easy the fireplace, settle into the sofa, and become aware of

merely that all the things round it feels proper.
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