
Walk into ten remodeled kitchens in Los Angeles and you will see a handful of recurring cabinet looks, dressed up
in different materials and colors. The city has its own language when it comes to cabinetry: part contemporary,
part relaxed California, with a growing appreciation for craftsmanship and custom work.

If you are planning a remodel, knowing what is actually popular in LA right now helps you avoid two traps. First,
chasing short‑lived trends that will look tired in a few years. Second, defaulting to the same white shaker cabinets
your neighbor installed ten years ago, without asking whether that is still the best choice for your home, lifestyle,
and resale value.

Below is how those choices are playing out on real projects across Los Angeles, along with practical detail on costs,
materials, timelines, and how to work with a cabinet maker in this market.

What Los Angeles Kitchens Are Really Asking For
Styles on design blogs do not always match what people are signing contracts for. On the ground in LA, five
cabinet styles come up again and again, from Santa Monica condos to Studio City family homes.

Here are the most requested styles right now:

1. Clean, modern flat‑panel cabinets (often frameless, in wood veneer or matte paint)

2. Updated shaker cabinets with slim rails and softer whites or greige

3. Warm wood cabinets in rift‑cut white oak, walnut, or ash

4. Two‑tone kitchens: light uppers with darker or wood base cabinets

5. Transitional “quiet luxury” cabinets: inset or frameless, muted colors, minimal detailing

Most projects blend two or more of these. A common LA mix is flat‑panel rift white oak on the island, with painted
slab cabinets on the perimeter. Or slim‑shaker in a warm white, paired with walnut floating shelves and a matching
pantry.

Let us look at how each of these styles behaves in real life: how they age, what they do for resale, and when they
are worth the premium of custom cabinets.

Modern Flat‑Panel and Frameless: The LA Default
Ask a European‑style cabinet maker in Los Angeles what keeps their shop busy and they will say flat‑panel,
frameless kitchens. That is the signature of a modern LA home: flush fronts, crisp reveals, and a very intentional
line at the top of the uppers.

Frameless construction is a big part of that look. Instead of a face frame at the front of the box, doors and drawer
fronts cover the edges, creating a sleek plane. In practical terms, you gain a bit of storage width inside each
cabinet compared to framed cabinets, and you get the clean, minimal look many LA homeowners want.

Common modern combinations right now:

Matte painted slab doors in warm white or “greige,” paired with oak flooring and stone countertops.

Wood veneer slab fronts, especially rift‑cut white oak or walnut, often with integrated pulls instead of
hardware.

Mixed materials such as wood base cabinets and painted uppers, or a darker island in a charcoal or deep blue.



For resale value, this style performs well in newer builds, contemporary homes, and condos with open‑plan living
rooms. It feels current to buyers, especially when paired with quality hardware and drawer systems. Where it can
fall short is in older Spanish or Craftsman homes if the rest of the architecture is very traditional. There, buyers
sometimes sense a mismatch between a sharp, ultramodern kitchen and the original character.

From a durability standpoint, the weak points are the finish and the substrate. What material is best for kitchen
cabinets in this category depends on how you live:

Plywood boxes with durable veneer or high‑quality laminate fronts hold up very well.

Painted MDF fronts are common in frameless systems and can be beautiful, but cheap MDF and low‑quality
paint chip easily in a busy household.

Are plywood cabinets better than MDF? As boxes, yes, in most cases. Good plywood handles moisture and screw
fasteners better, which matters when you are bolting heavy cabinets to less‑than‑perfect LA walls. MDF, when
used only in the door and drawer fronts and finished properly, can give you a very smooth painted surface at a
lower cost than solid wood.

Slim Shaker: Not Dead, Just Smarter
People ask a lot: are white cabinets going out of style? Pure, bright white shaker with busy subway tile and grey
quartz is fading. However, shaker as a door style is not disappearing, it is evolving.

In Los Angeles right now, the popular interpretation is a slim‑rail shaker, sometimes called “skinny shaker.” The
stiles and rails are narrower, the panel is barely recessed, and the whole door looks more tailored and less
farmhouse.

Color is where LA kitchens have grown up. Instead of stark white, you are seeing:

Warm whites with a hint of cream that work better with natural light.

Soft greige and mushroom tones that hide smudges and feel calmer.

Deeper colors on islands or lower cabinets, paired with lighter uppers.

From a practical perspective, shaker is forgiving. It hides small dings better than flat panels, and it suits a wide
variety of homes. For resale value in LA, a restrained shaker in the right color is still one of the safest bets. If you
are asking what is the best cabinet color for resale value, the answer is rarely a trend color. Instead, think of
timeless neutrals: warm white, soft beige‑grey, or pale greige, potentially with a darker accent island if your floor
plan supports it.

Warm Wood and “California Natural”
A big shift in recent years is the return of natural wood. After a decade of all‑white everything, many homeowners
want warmth and depth, but not the heavy, red‑toned cabinets from the early 2000s.



The most popular woods for custom cabinets in Los Angeles right now:

Rift‑cut white oak for a soft, linear grain that looks refined, not rustic.

Walnut for a richer, mid‑tone brown with natural variation that reads high‑end.

Occasionally ash or maple, usually with a light stain or clear finish.

What is the best wood for custom cabinets? In my experience, rift‑cut white oak hits the sweet spot for LA: it
works with both modern and traditional homes, it hides dust and fingerprints fairly well, and it pairs beautifully
with both cool and warm countertop materials. Walnut is stunning, but it darkens rooms more and shows wear
slightly faster in very high‑traffic spots.

The best finish for kitchen cabinets in this natural wood category is typically a high‑quality catalyzed conversion
varnish or a durable waterborne polyurethane. You want something that resists yellowing in strong sunlight, since
so many LA kitchens have big windows or open to the backyard.

Warm wood cabinets also pair nicely with two‑tone layouts: wood below, light paint above. This kind of
composition Kitchen Remodeling Services In Los Angeles Bradco Kitchens feels very “LA now” and can help a
smaller kitchen feel grounded without looking heavy.

Two‑Tone and Mixed Materials
Designers in Los Angeles lean heavily on contrast to keep kitchens interesting without making them loud.
Two‑tone cabinets are a simple way to achieve that.

Common combinations in current projects:

Light oak base cabinets, warm white uppers, and a matching oak island.

https://www.pinterest.com/BradcoKitchens/


Warm white perimeter cabinets with a darker, stained wood or deep green island.

Wood cabinets with painted or plastered hood surrounds and minimal upper cabinets, relying on a pantry wall
for storage.

Two‑tone cabinetry also lets you balance budget. You might splurge on custom rift oak slab fronts for the island
and main base cabinets, then use a more straightforward painted shaker on the uppers and pantry.

From an investment point of view, two‑tone is relatively safe as long as one of your colors is timeless. An all‑navy
kitchen might age quickly, but a warm white mixed with wood usually will not.

Quiet Luxury and Transitional Inset
The term “quiet luxury” gets overused, but it captures a real trend in higher‑end Los Angeles neighborhoods:
understated, extremely well‑made cabinetry that does not shout for attention.

These kitchens often feature:

Inset doors and drawers that sit flush within a face frame.

Very simple profiles, sometimes almost flat with a tiny bead or micro bevel.

Soft, muddy colors: stone, mushroom, putty, French grey.

Exposed hinges on some projects, or very clean concealed hinges on others.

Are framed or frameless cabinets better for this style? Both have a place. Inset almost always implies framed
construction, which is traditional and tends to feel more crafted. Frameless is still common when the homeowner
wants the internal storage benefits and a more European function, but with very tailored fronts.

These rooms usually involve custom cabinets. Are custom cabinets worth the money? For this tier of project, yes,
because the whole point is flawless alignment, fully utilized storage, and a cohesive design that fits the existing
architecture. A stock line can mimic the look, but it rarely captures the precision and proportion that make these
kitchens feel so calm.

Custom vs Semi‑Custom vs Stock in the LA Market
A style is one thing. How you get there is another. The main question I hear is: are custom cabinets better than
stock cabinets, and is it cheaper to buy cabinets or have them made?

Stock cabinets come in fixed sizes, finishes, and door styles. They are cheaper and faster. Semi‑custom is a step up,
with some dimension changes and more finishes available. Full custom means a cabinet maker builds each box to
your space, often from raw materials.

The difference between custom and semi‑custom cabinets shows up in odd corners and tricky layouts. In older LA
homes with wonky walls and existing windows, custom lets you size every drawer correctly, tuck storage around
plumbing, and line everything up to the tile and windows. Semi‑custom can get close, but you may end up with
filler strips or awkward compromises.

How much does a custom cabinet maker cost in Los Angeles? For a typical mid‑sized kitchen, full custom cabinetry
often starts around 1,200 to 1,500 dollars per linear foot of cabinetry and can climb to 2,500 dollars or more per
linear foot for high‑end materials and hardware. That means many full custom kitchens land somewhere in the
40,000 to 90,000 dollar range for cabinets alone, depending on size and complexity.

So how much do custom kitchen cabinets cost in Los Angeles in total? A modest condo kitchen might see custom
cabinets run 25,000 to 35,000 dollars. A large single‑family home with a walk‑in pantry, an island, and integrated



appliances can easily reach six figures on cabinetry if you choose premium finishes and hardware.

How much should you pay for custom cabinets? A practical rule of thumb is 20 to 35 percent of your complete
kitchen remodel budget for cabinets. If a contractor is charging far below the typical LA range for “custom” work,
ask carefully about construction, materials, and finish quality. Sometimes those “custom” cabinets are just
semi‑custom boxes with limited options.

Is it cheaper to refinish or replace kitchen cabinets? If your existing cabinets are solid, well‑built plywood or
hardwood and the layout works, refinishing or refacing is almost always cheaper. Painting and minor carpentry
might run a fraction of a full replacement. Cabinet refacing, where you keep the boxes but replace doors and
drawer fronts and add new veneer, often lands in the 8,000 to 20,000 dollar range in LA, depending on kitchen
size and door style. Whether cabinet refacing is worth it depends on the condition of the existing boxes. If they are
cheap, sagging particleboard, you are better off replacing.

How much does it cost to reface kitchen cabinets? In Los Angeles, realistic numbers for an average kitchen often
sit between 10,000 and 25,000 dollars, material and door choice being the main drivers.

Why Custom Sometimes Costs So Much
Many homeowners are shocked by the price difference between big‑box stock cabinets and what small LA cabinet
shops charge. Why are custom cabinets so expensive?

Part of it is labor. A cabinet maker in Los Angeles is paying LA rents, LA shop space rates, insurance, and skilled
workers. Custom work means design time, detailed measurements, shop drawings, material selection, machining,
assembly, sanding, finishing, delivery, and installation.

The process of making custom cabinets typically looks like this:

1. Site measure and design discussion, often with the designer and GC present.

2. Shop drawings and revisions, where every dimension and appliance is confirmed.

3. Material ordering, including plywood, hardwoods or veneers, hardware, and finish materials.

4. Cutting and assembling boxes, then milling and building doors and drawer fronts.

5. Sanding, priming, finishing, and curing in a controlled environment.

6. Delivery, on‑site fitting, and installation, with adjustments and final alignment.

How long does it take to make custom cabinets? For a standard kitchen in LA, expect 6 to 12 weeks from final
approval of drawings to delivery, depending on the shop’s backlog and the complexity of your design. How long a
custom kitchen takes to install is another timeline. Simple installations might take 3 to 5 days. Complex projects
with tall built‑ins, panel‑ready appliances, and detailed trim can stretch to two weeks or more, especially if there is
coordination with countertop templating and other trades.

What is the average lifespan of custom cabinets? Properly built and finished custom cabinets can last 25 to 50
years, sometimes longer, particularly with high‑quality hardware that can be adjusted over time. That is why many
people consider custom cabinets a good investment, especially in higher‑value LA neighborhoods. Do custom
cabinets add value to a home? They often do, not dollar‑for‑dollar, but by lifting the perceived quality of the entire
property and helping it sell faster at a stronger price point.

What is the markup on custom cabinets? That varies widely. Some shops separate labor and materials and work
on a target gross margin. Others bundle everything. What matters most from a homeowner’s perspective is
clarity. You want to understand what is included: finish, hardware, installation, delivery, and any coordination with
countertops or appliances.



Do custom cabinet makers offer financing? Some do, often through third‑party finance companies. Most smaller
shops work on deposits and progress payments instead. If you need financing, also talk with your GC or look at
lines of credit dedicated to home improvement.

Cabinet Makers, Carpenters, and How to Choose the Right Pro
What is a cabinet maker, in practical terms? A cabinet maker focuses on building boxes, doors, and furniture‑grade
casework, in a shop environment. What does a cabinet maker do day to day? They design, cut, assemble, and
finish cabinets, then often install them. Many also build bathroom vanities, built‑in bookcases, laundry room
cabinets, and sometimes custom furniture.

Can a cabinet maker make furniture? Yes, many do. In fact, the skills overlap heavily, especially for dining tables,
media units, and built‑in seating. Some LA shops even offer matching pieces so the kitchen island detailing carries
through to a banquette or bar.

What is the difference between a carpenter and a cabinet maker? Carpenters usually work more on site, framing
walls, installing doors, hanging trim, and doing rough and finish carpentry. Cabinet makers usually work in a
controlled shop and specialize in precise joinery and fine finishing. Some professionals wear both hats, but when
you are paying for custom kitchen cabinets, you want someone with a real background in casework, not just
general carpentry.

Do cabinet makers install cabinets? Most custom shops in LA do, or they work closely with an installer they trust.
Stock and semi‑custom cabinets might be installed by your general contractor’s crew instead.

Do cabinet makers also do countertops? Some coordinate countertop supply and installation, but most focus on
the cabinets and bring a stone or solid surface fabricator into the project team.

How do you find a good cabinet maker in Los Angeles? The best source is usually your general contractor or
interior designer. They know who delivers on time, who actually hits the dimensions on the drawings, and who
takes care of issues without finger‑pointing. If you are searching directly, visit showrooms and ask to see real
samples, including drawer boxes, hardware, and finishes.

How do you know if a cabinet maker is good? Besides reputation and referrals, look at the details: full extension,
soft‑close drawers, plywood or high‑grade box construction, tight and consistent reveals between doors and
drawers, smooth finishes, and how they handle design questions. A good cabinet maker will push back gently if
you request something impractical or likely to fail.

What should you look for in a cabinet maker and what questions should you ask? A simple checklist helps.

2. Questions to ask a cabinet maker in LA 1) What box material do you use as standard, and can I upgrade or
change it? 2) Are your cabinets framed or frameless, and why do you recommend that for my project? 3) Who
installs the cabinets, and how is that work scheduled with my contractor? 4) What finishes do you offer, and
can I see real samples of painted and stained doors? 5) What is your typical lead time, and how do you handle
delays or on‑site surprises?

You can also ask whether they build bathroom vanities, laundry cabinets, and other casework so you can keep a
consistent style across the house.

Who is the best cabinet maker in Los Angeles? There is no honest single answer. LA has many excellent shops,
from larger operations that focus on modern, frameless systems to boutique studios that specialize in inset,
furniture‑like pieces. The “best” one for you is the shop that matches your style, budget, and timeline, and that
communicates clearly.



Materials, Thickness, and Construction Choices
What material is best for kitchen cabinets overall? For boxes, high‑quality plywood is usually the sweet spot in LA.
It is stable, strong, and handles the climate shifts better than cheap particleboard. For fronts, you can choose
between solid wood, wood veneer on MDF or plywood, and painted MDF.

Are plywood cabinets better than MDF? For cabinet boxes, yes, almost always. For door fronts, MDF can actually
be a smart choice on painted doors because it avoids seasonal wood movement that can cause little cracks along
the joints. Everything depends on grade and finish.

How thick should custom cabinet wood be? Typical good practice:

Box sides and bottoms: 5/8 to 3/4 inch hardwood plywood.

Shelves: 3/4 inch plywood, sometimes with edge banding for strength and a cleaner edge.

Backs: 1/4 to 1/2 inch, depending on the design and whether the cabinet is hung on a French cleat or similar
system.

Doors and drawer fronts: usually 3/4 inch, sometimes 7/8 or 1 inch on high‑end projects.

What are the most expensive kitchen cabinets? Fully custom, inset, furniture‑grade cabinets with premium
hardwoods, complex finishes, and integrated appliance fronts typically sit at the top of the range. Very high‑gloss
lacquered finishes and exotic veneers can also push costs up dramatically.

What is the cheapest way to get custom cabinets, or at least custom looking cabinets, in LA? A few strategies help:

Use custom boxes with simpler, stock‑profile doors.

Choose a single paint color instead of multiple stains and glazes. Limit glass doors and intricate moldings. Keep the
layout efficient rather than sprawling.

In some cases, semi‑custom with careful planning gives you most of the look at a lower price point, especially in
straightforward spaces.

Timing, Permits, and Practical LA Details
Do you need a permit for kitchen cabinets in Los Angeles? If you are only replacing or refacing cabinets in the
same layout with no plumbing, electrical, or wall changes, it often falls under work that does not require a full
building permit. The moment you move plumbing, change gas lines, open walls, or alter structural elements, you
are into permitted territory. In practice, most full kitchen remodels involve enough electrical and mechanical
changes that a permit is required. Always check with LADBS or your contractor, because rules and enforcement
can change.

How much does it cost to remodel kitchen cabinets in Los Angeles? If we are talking only about the cabinets,
hardware, and installation, not appliances or countertops, the range is wide:

Stock or entry‑level semi‑custom: roughly 8,000 to 20,000 dollars installed for a modest kitchen.

Midrange semi‑custom or partial custom: roughly 20,000 to 40,000 dollars.

Full custom: often 40,000 to 90,000 dollars or more, depending on size and complexity.

Custom cabinet makers in LA rarely offer one‑size‑fits‑all pricing because each project’s design, material, and
installation conditions are different.

Is cabinet refacing worth it for LA homes? If your boxes are solid and the layout mostly works, yes. It gives you a
fresh style at a lower cost and with less disruption, which can be important in dense neighborhoods or condos



where long, messy construction is hard to live with.

Can custom cabinets be modified after installation? Minor modifications like adding pull‑out trays, changing
hardware, or adjusting shelves are usually straightforward. Significant changes such as widening a cabinet or
relocating tall units are far more difficult and sometimes impossible without visible scars. That is why spending
time on layout and details up front is so important.

Measuring and Planning Your Own Kitchen Cabinets
If you want to start the conversation with a cabinet maker prepared, basic measurements help, even if they will do
professional field measurements later.

How do you measure for custom cabinets at a high level? Measure wall lengths from corner to corner, note the
location and size of windows and doors, measure ceiling height in several spots, and mark plumbing, gas, and
electrical locations as they exist now. Take photos of each wall. For peninsula or island layouts, note clearances and
walking paths; LA kitchens often double as entertaining spaces, so circulation matters.

What is the process of making custom cabinets once you hand those measurements over? Typically, you will
review layouts, elevations, and 3D drawings with the designer or cabinet maker, refine door styles and finishes,
approve samples, and then the shop takes over. You will stay involved for appliance coordination, hardware
choices, and on‑site walk‑throughs as cabinets are installed.

Are custom cabinets a good investment in Los Angeles? In many neighborhoods, yes. Buyers in LA often walk into
the kitchen first during a showing. Well‑designed, solid cabinets that reflect current but not faddish styles can tilt
the entire perception of the property. A modern flat‑panel or quiet transitional kitchen that feels cohesive with the
home’s architecture usually pays you back through faster sale and stronger offers.

The key is to remember that style and craftsmanship go hand in hand. A trendy color on poorly built boxes is not
value, it is lipstick. A thoughtfully chosen cabinet style, executed by a capable cabinet maker, will make your
kitchen work better every single day, whether you are making coffee at 6 a.m. Or hosting a dozen people on a
Saturday night with the patio doors rolled open to the LA air.


