
What to Know About Cannabis-Derived Pet
Products for Your Dog or Cat

Understanding the New Options in Pet Wellness
Over the past few years, a quiet shift has been happening in the way we think about our pets'
health. Owners who once only reached for standard kibble or a basic joint supplement are now
exploring alternatives that were almost unheard of a decade ago. Among these are cannabis-
derived pet products, a category that has grown quickly alongside the broader acceptance of
hemp and CBD in human wellness.

If you have spent any time in a modern pet store or browsed online shops like Kush Station,
you have likely seen dog treats, tinctures, and topicals marketed for everything from anxiety
relief to joint health. The labels often mention hemp, CBD, or other cannabinoids. But what is
actually inside these products, and how do they work in a pet's body? The answers are more
nuanced than the marketing suggests.

How Cannabinoids Interact with Pets
Dogs, cats, and other mammals have an endocannabinoid system, just as humans do. This
system includes receptors throughout the body that respond to compounds found in the
cannabis plant. The two most well-known cannabinoids are CBD and THC, but the products
designed for pets almost always focus on CBD-rich hemp extracts with only trace amounts of
THC. That distinction matters because THC can be toxic to pets, especially dogs, in anything
beyond minuscule doses.

Reputable cannabis-derived pet products use hemp that has been bred to be high in CBD and
low in THC. The CBD itself is not psychoactive. Instead, it interacts with receptors linked to
pain perception, inflammation, and stress. This is why many pet owners report seeing calmer
behavior during thunderstorms or less stiffness in older dogs after a few weeks of use.

Reading the Label: What to Look For
Not every bottle on the shelf is created equal. When you are evaluating a product, a few details
separate the serious nutraceuticals from the gimmicks.

https://kushstation.co/product-category/pet-health/


Source of hemp. Organic, domestically grown hemp is a good sign. It means the plant
was grown without pesticides and under agricultural standards that limit
contaminants.

Lab-tested results. A certificate of analysis from a third party should confirm the
cannabinoid profile and verify that THC is below safe thresholds. This is non-
negotiable.

Carrier ingredients. Many dog treats and topicals include coconut oil, MCT oil, or
other fats that help the body absorb cannabinoids. Avoid products with artificial
preservatives or excessive sugar.



A dosing guide is also essential. Because the biphasic nature of CBD means that more is not
always better, a good product will include clear weight-based instructions. Starting low and
observing your pet's response is the safest path.

Common Forms: Treats, Tinctures, and Topicals
The most popular format is probably the infused dog treat. These are easy to give and mimic
the texture of traditional soft chews. They work well for daily maintenance, such as supporting
joint health in an aging Labrador or easing mild anxiety in a rescue cat.

Tinctures offer more flexibility. A few drops under the tongue or mixed into food can be
adjusted quickly if your pet needs a slightly higher or lower dose. This is especially useful for
acute situations, like a stressful vet visit or a long car ride.

Topicals, such as balms or salves, are rubbed directly onto the skin. They are often used for
localized issues like hot spots, dry paws, or arthritic joints. The cannabinoids absorb through
the skin and interact with nearby receptors without entering the bloodstream in large amounts.

Anxiety Relief and Joint Health: Real-World Use
Two of the most common reasons owners turn to cannabis-derived pet products are anxiety
relief and joint health. These are also the areas with the most anecdotal evidence and a
growing body of veterinary research.

Pets that struggle with separation anxiety or noise phobias often show signs of stress like
panting, pacing, or hiding. Owners who use hemp-based chews or tinctures before a known
trigger, such as fireworks or a thunderstorm, frequently report that their pets settle faster and
seem less distressed. The same goes for dogs that get anxious in the car or at the groomer.

For joint health, the anti-inflammatory properties of CBD seem to help older dogs with arthritis
or hip dysplasia. Many vets now acknowledge that while these products are not a replacement
for prescription medications, they can be a useful part of a multimodal pain management plan.
Some owners combine them with other supplements like glucosamine or omega-3s.



What the Veterinarian Community Says
Opinions among veterinarians remain mixed, and rightly so. No one wants to see a pet given a
poorly made product that causes harm. That said, the American Veterinary Medical
Association has not outright condemned hemp-derived CBD, provided it comes from a reliable
source and is used under guidance.

A cautious vet will ask about the product's lab results, the specific cannabinoid content, and
whether the pet has any underlying health conditions. They will also remind owners that
cannabis-derived pet products should never contain THC in concentrations meant for human
use. Edibles or concentrates sold for human consumption are dangerous for pets and should
never be given to them.



A good rule of thumb is to treat these products like any other supplement. Talk to your vet
before starting, keep a log of your pet's behavior and any side effects, and stop use if you see
negative reactions like lethargy or digestive upset.

The Place of Mushrooms and Other Botanicals
Some pet wellness products now include functional mushrooms alongside cannabinoids.
Lion's mane and reishi mushrooms, for example, are sometimes added to formulas aimed at
cognitive support or immune function. These are not psychedelic; they are adaptogens used in
traditional medicine for centuries.

Kush Station and similar retailers have expanded their pet sections to include these
mushroom-infused treats and tinctures. They are not meant to replace CBD-based products but
can complement them. As with any combination, start with one ingredient at a time so you can
tell what is working.

Practical Advice for First-Time Buyers
If you are new to cannabis-derived pet products, here is a simple process to follow.

1. Talk to your veterinarian first, especially if your pet has a medical condition or is on
other medications.

2. Choose a product that is organic and lab-tested. Look for the batch-specific
certificate of analysis on the brand's website or request one.



3. Follow the dosing guide exactly. If the product does not have a weight-based guide,
find one that does.

4. Observe your pet over the first few days. Note any changes in energy, appetite, or
behavior.

5. Adjust only after a consistent period of use. Many effects, especially for joint health,
build over a week or two.

Where the Market Is Headed
The conversation around cannabis-derived pet products is still evolving. As more research
comes out and regulations tighten, the quality of available products will likely improve. We are
already seeing a shift from vague labels like "hemp extract" to precise cannabinoid profiles and
batch-specific testing.

For owners who want to explore this option, the key is education. Understand what
cannabinoids do in a pet's body, know how to read a lab report, and never assume that a
product safe for humans is safe for a dog or cat. The best outcomes come from combining
good information with careful observation.

Whether you are looking for anxiety relief for a nervous rescue dog or joint support for an aging
cat, the current generation of hemp-based nutraceuticals offers a gentler approach than many
pharmaceuticals. Just like any wellness tool, they work best when used thoughtfully and in
partnership with a trusted veterinarian.


