A west-facing front door in Rowlett gets a very specific kind of punishment. In practical terms, the front of the

house becomes a heat collector, especially in the hotter months.

What Afternoon Sun Does To A Front Door

West-facing doors take the strongest heat load in the later part of the day, when the sun is lower and more
direct. You may also notice the door surface feels much hotter than the surrounding wall, which is often a clue

that the assembly is not managing solar gain very well.

If the entry already has air leakage, a hot west-facing exposure can make the draft problem feel worse than it

really is. For west-facing homes, the goal is to stop the door from acting like a heat plate.

Materials And Features That Hold Up Better

Material choice matters, but it is not the only thing that matters.
Fiberglass entry doors tend to handle sun exposure well, especially when the finish is built for UV resistance.

The glass package matters just as much as the slab itself. For homes where the entry gets bright and Rowlett TX
door hot, low-E glass is usually worth paying attention to because it helps control heat transfer without making

the house feel closed off.

The frame and install details are where a lot of real-world performance is won or lost. When that happens, the
door starts sticking, the latch gets finicky, and the air seal degrades at the exact point where the sun is already

stressing the assembly.
A useful way to think about the upgrade is this: - pick a stable door material,

® prioritize low-E or otherwise controlled glass where glass is present,
* make sure the weatherstripping and threshold are sized correctly,

¢ and choose finishes rated for UV exposure.

For homeowners who want fewer drafts and less afternoon heat, those details matter more than trim profiles or

decorative options.

How Door Choice Affects Comfort And Energy Use

On summer days, that can make the front of the home feel less punishing without changing the whole house at

once. That is especially true when the existing door is old, warped, or fitted with worn seals.

Homeowners usually notice a few signs before they decide to replace the door: - hot surface temperatures on the

door by late afternoon,

® light or air showing around the edges,
e fading or peeling on the exterior finish,
® sticking around the latch or threshold,

* and a front room that feels less comfortable than the rest of the house.

If the door also rattles during wind, has visible gaps, or shows water intrusion after storms, replacement becomes

easier to justify.
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Less heat and less glare at the door usually means the whole front of the home ages more slowly.

What To Ask Before You Buy

A good replacement starts with a careful look at the existing opening, because a slightly out-of-square frame can
affect the way any new door performs. If the opening is sound, a well-fitted replacement can improve comfort

right away and set the entry up for fewer maintenance issues down the road.
An experienced front door replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Before you move ahead, it helps to ask a few practical questions: - Is the door material stable enough for west-
facing sun exposure?

* Does the glass package reduce heat gain if the door has glass?

* Are the weatherstripping and threshold designed for a tight seal?

e Will the finish hold up to UV exposure without fading quickly?

* |s the frame condition good enough for an accurate install?

For west-facing homes, these questions matter more than style alone.
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