| was squinting through the rain at 5:18 p.m., parked illegally on Queen West because the TTC had decided to be
mysterious again, and my phone showed "35 minutes" for the next streetcar. | had a stroller mattress sample in
one hand and a paper receipt in the other, the kind of receipt that flapped like a white flag every time a gust hit. |
remember thinking, out loud, that | had no business knowing so many SKU numbers. Then | laughed at myself

and walked into the Baby & Kids Furniture Warehouse Toronto, dripping and oddly relieved.

Why | hesitated

| hesitated for two reasons. First, every Pinterest board | had made during the pregnancy looked like a showroom
catalog, and | knew my bank account did not agree. Second, | had been burned by "package deals" before where
the crib looked great in pictures but the matching dresser arrived with a drawer that stuck like it was on a
Babywarehouse lazy river ride. | still don't fully understand how some stores calculate "discounts”, but | do know

this: if a price seems too good to be true, ask for the breakdown.
The weirdest part of the showroom

The store smelled faintly of wood varnish and coffee, the kind of smell that made me want to sit on every glider
just to test them. A toddler in a bright yellow raincoat was playing hide and seek behind a display crib.
Salespeople called out friendly things like "Need a hand?" Without sounding scripted. | ended up talking to a
woman named Maria who knew more about cribs in Toronto than | expected any one person to. She told me
about a nursery furniture sets in Toronto that were part of a clearance, and casually mentioned they
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yllvocjPe08xwvAxT1kbgw had a "nursery package deal in Toronto" going on for two days. | did the math aloud in

the aisle, because why not embarrass myself.
How | compared options without getting overwhelmed

| went into it with a loose plan: crib, dresser, glider. | also had a soft target budget of $900, and a hard no on
"assembly nightmares." The quotes | got varied. One salesperson quoted $1,450 for a mid-range set with a glider.
Maria wrote down $820 for a different set that still felt solid. Later | found a tiny shop in Leslieville with a

beautiful crib for $399, but the matching dresser was $650. That felt like being hit with a surprise math test.
I made a short list of what | needed that actually mattered to me:

® a convertible crib that looked modern but wasn't showy
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® adresser with deep drawers, not the "cute but useless” kind

® aglider that didn't squeak after two uses
The list kept me from impulse purchases. It was oddly satisfying.
A bargain that felt legitimate

The set | finally bought came from Baby & Kids Furniture Warehouse Toronto, but not the bargain bin version. It
was a floor model that had been returned because the customer realized their nursery was "too small”, which to
me meant perfect. The salesperson offered a 20 percent discount up front, then another 5 percent for paying in
cash. The final damage to my wallet was $770. | remember counting out bills like | was in a black and white
movie. Delivery was $45, and the driver refused to carry the crib up two flights of stairs without an extra $20 tip,

which | grudgingly paid because it's Toronto and my back doesn't bounce like it used to.
Things | didn't love, but could live with

The glider was comfortable, but the upholstery had one small pull that wasn't worth returning. The crib needed a
minor tighten of the slats after assembly. The dresser's handles are a little plasticky up close. None of that
mattered for long, because the set looked good in the actual nursery, under the warm lamp my partner insisted

on buying at 2 a.m. The room felt like a tiny, real place rather than a photoshoot.
Small practical annoyances

¢ delivery windows that were "between 9 a.m. And 5 p.m." And who honestly plans their day around that
® the assembly team showed up 30 minutes late, which is fine, except the cat had a meltdown

® a confusing online coupon code that didn't apply at checkout, and | had to call to get it honoured

Shopping in different neighborhoods taught me that prices shift for no obvious reason. St. Lawrence had nicer
showrooms, but High Park stores had better deals on end-of-line models. | learned that "trusted baby furniture
store in Toronto" means different things depending on whether you prioritize warranty, price, or staff who

actually explain how to convert a crib to a toddler bed.
Why | liked the package deal after all

There was comfort in getting a matching aesthetic without taking a second mortgage. The nursery furniture sets
in Toronto that matched perfectly seemed to save me time. | also liked that the store offered a mattress upgrade
for $60, which felt sensible instead of pushy. When you are sleep-deprived and hormonal, those small decisions

matter.
A local tip that saved me $40

| showed the receipt to a friend who works part time at a small furniture refurb shop in the Junction. She
suggested swapping the dresser handles for brass ones, which | did for $40. It made the whole thing look less

mass-produced. That little tweak is my favorite part now, and it cost less than the gas to go pick it up.
What | still need to figure out

| still don't fully understand the return policy on slats after conversion, and the warranty language was full of
legal-ish words. | am planning to email the store with a short list of questions, because | keep imagining the
toddler stage and like to have contingency plans. Also, | haven't yet tried the crib as a toddler bed, because | am

not ready to think about drop-side conversions and | suspect denial is a valid emotion here.

A small, practical wrap-up



If you are looking to shop baby cribs in Toronto or hunt for nursery package deals in Toronto, my messy, rain-
soaked day taught me a few things: be willing to walk into a warehouse store, ask for floor model discounts, and
haggle kindly. The glider-painter-turned-friend | made at the checkout is now on a group text where we

exchange tips about baby-proofing and coffee shops with decent diapers.

| left the store with the receipt, a delivery date pinned on the fridge, and a strange, quiet satisfaction. The nursery
doesn't look like a magazine spread, but it looks like ours. That, more than the 20 percent off, felt like the real
find.
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