
15 Interesting Facts About Hungarian Driving License Process You've Never Seen

Navigating the Hungarian Driving License Process: A Step-by-Step
Guide
Securing a chauffeur's license is a milestone that grants liberty and movement. For citizens and expats residing in
Hungary, the process of getting a regional driving permit is thorough, highly structured, and strictly managed.
Whether an individual is a complete novice behind the wheel or an experienced motorist needing to exchange a
foreign license, understanding the legal and practical steps is vital for a smooth journey.

This comprehensive guide breaks down whatever one needs to learn about navigating the Hungarian driving
license procedure, from medical assessments to last road tests.

1. Requirements and Eligibility
Before enrolling in a driving school ( autósiskola) in Hungary, applicants must satisfy specific legal and physical
requirements.

Age Requirement: The minimum age to obtain a basic Category B (car) driving license in Hungary is 17 years
of ages. Nevertheless, students can begin theoretical classes and studies as much as six months before
turning 17.

Residency: Applicants need to be official citizens of Hungary. This is shown by holding a valid Hungarian
Address Card ( Lakcímkártya) alongside an EU registration certificate or house authorization.

First-Aid Certificate: Completion of a qualified Red Cross first-aid course is compulsory before getting the
final license.

2. Step-by-Step Breakdown of the Process
The journey to getting a Hungarian driving license follows a rigorous sequence of events. Skipping an action is
not an option.

Action 1: The Medical Examination

Before touching a steering wheel or taking any main tests, an applicant needs to check out a general practitioner
(GP) or an occupational health doctor. The doctor conducts a fundamental health check-- testing vision, hearing,
cardiovascular health, and general physical fitness.

Once passed, the medical professional problems a Medical Fitness Certificate ( Orvosi Alkalmassági Vélemény),
which stands for a restricted time and needs to be provided to the driving school.

Action 2: Choosing a Driving School and Theory Classes

Hungary has numerous driving schools, and lots of now offer courses taught entirely in English to accommodate
the expat community.

The theoretical course generally consists of 28 to 32 hours of classroom or online instruction ( e-learning).

Topics cover Hungarian traffic rules ( KRESZ), road signs, basic vehicle mechanics, and first-aid essentials.



Action 3: Passing the KRESZ (Theory) Exam

Once the theoretical coursework is ended up, the student should pass the main computer-based KRESZ exam.

Format: 55 multiple-choice questions.

Time frame: 30 minutes.

Passing Score: At least 65 out of a maximum 75 points.

Keep in mind: The test can be taken in English, Hungarian, or German at designated government testing
centers ( Kormányhivatal).

Step 4: Practical Training (Driving Lessons)

Upon passing the KRESZ examination, the trainee is coupled with a driving instructor. In Hungary, learners must
complete an obligatory number of driving hours and distance requirements before they are permitted to take the
useful road test.

Minimum Driving Time: 29 hours behind the wheel (each lesson is normally 50 minutes).

Minimum Distance: A cumulative total of at least 580 kilometers driven.

Night and Highway Driving: The curriculum should include driving on city roadways, rural roads, highways,
and throughout nighttime hours.

Step 5: The First-Aid Course

Eventually during or after the practical training, students should finish a one-day Red Cross first-aid course and
pass its corresponding useful https://expresszkártya.com/ and theoretical test. Exemptions apply to those who
hold certain medical degrees or particular prior professional accreditations.

Action 6: The Practical Road Test

The final hurdle is the practical driving test, performed in the presence of a main inspector from the federal
government transportation authority.

Car Check: The examiner will ask the student to check specific parts of the cars and truck (e.g., examining tire
pressure, lights, or oil levels) before beginning.

Traffic Test: The real driving part lasts around 50 minutes. The examiner will evaluate spatial awareness, risk
understanding, adherence to speed limits, and overall vehicle control in genuine traffic conditions.

Summary of Costs and Timeframes
Obtaining a license requires a financial and temporal investment. Below is a general summary of what to expect.

Phase of Process Approximated Time Required Estimated Cost (HUF) Medical Examination 1 day 7,000-- 15,000
HUF Theory Course (KRESZ) 2-- 4 weeks 40,000-- 70,000 HUF KRESZ Exam Fee 1 day 4,600 HUF Practical
Lessons (per hour) 2-- 4 months 8,000-- 12,000 HUF/hour Practical Road Test 1 day 11,000 HUF First-Aid
Course & & Exam 1 weekend 15,000-- 25,000 HUF

(Note: Prices can differ considerably depending on the driving school selected, inflation, and whether the trainee
needs extra driving lessons beyond the statutory minimum).

Exchanging a Foreign License in Hungary

https://xn--expresszkrtya-ceb.com/


For people who currently hold a driving license provided beyond Hungary or the European Union, the process is
rather different.

EU/EEA License Holders: Drivers with a license from an EU or EEA member state can usually drive in
Hungary using their existing license until it ends. They might also choose to exchange it for a Hungarian
license without retaking tests, offered they are habitual citizens.

Non-EU License Holders: Citizens from non-EU countries (often described as "third-country nationals")
usually can not merely exchange their licenses. In many cases, they must:

1. Obtain a valid Hungarian residence authorization.

2. Translate their foreign driving license into Hungarian through the main translation office (OFFI).

3. Take and pass both the KRESZ (theory) examination and the useful road test in Hungary.

Final Tips for Success
1. Language Barriers: If speaking Hungarian with complete confidence is an obstacle, make sure the selected

driving school explicitly advertises "English-language courses" and that English testing choices are available
for both the KRESZ and the useful examination.

2. Patience is Key: Government bureaucracy and scheduling availability can often cause hold-ups between
passing the theory test and protecting useful test dates. Booking slots well in advance is extremely advised.

3. Practice Outside of Lessons: If possible, practicing maneuvers with a knowledgeable licensed motorist (who
sits in the passenger seat) can drastically improve self-confidence and lower the requirement for pricey
additional lessons.

By following this structured course, mastering the rules of the road, and preparing diligently for each assessment,
candidates will find themselves successfully holding a legitimate Hungarian driving license and prepared to
explore the open roads of Europe.


