
Look Closely At The Glass First
Hail damage does not always announce itself with a clean crack or a missing pane. In Dallas, TX, a storm can
leave behind small chips, bruised glass, weak seals, and damage that only becomes obvious after the weather
clears.

Start with the glass face. In daylight, look for pinpoint impact marks, spidering cracks, and pale spots that look
different from ordinary dirt or water spots. Those marks usually point to a direct hail strike.

A window can survive a storm and still be compromised. On insulated glass units, the outside layer may be
chipped or pitted even though the inside pane seems fine from the room side.

An experienced window replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

How To Tell The Window Has Structural Damage
Sometimes hail leaves only a mark. In other cases, it weakens the unit enough that the problem becomes a crack,
fogging, or an air leak days or weeks later. That is why you should inspect the whole window, not just the visible
glass.

Here are the warning signs that usually deserve a closer look:

A window that sticks, binds, or will not close squarely

Loose glazing, rattling glass, or damaged weatherstripping

Fogging between panes is a strong clue that the seal has failed. At that point, wiping the glass from inside or
outside will not clear the condensation, because the moisture is trapped in the insulated space.

Cracks are easier to identify, but even minor chips deserve respect. A pane that has already been struck can fail
later when temperatures swing, when the HVAC kicks on, or when the frame moves slightly. Dallas weather puts
real stress on windows, and hail damage often shows up only after that extra movement.

A Full Inspection Should Include The Whole Window
The glass is only part of the story. Hail can dent metal cladding, split trim, crack vinyl components, and disturb
the seal between the window and the wall opening. That kind of damage can create leaks even if the glass itself
still looks okay.

Look for chipped corners, bent tracks, separation at the caulk line, or parts that no longer sit flush. On double-
hung and slider windows, check whether the sash moves the same way it did before the storm. If the window
suddenly drags or will not lock correctly, the impact may have shifted the components enough to affect function.

The visible break is not the only concern. A window with hidden damage may still be letting in air or moisture
long before the problem becomes obvious.

The Practical Next Steps After A Hailstorm
Before fixing anything, record the damage. Good photos make a big difference if you need to talk to an adjuster
or compare the problem across several windows.



Insurance questions come up quickly after a hailstorm. Whether hail damage can be covered by insurance for
window replacement in Dallas depends on the policy, the cause of the damage, and how the claim is
documented. If the storm clearly damaged the unit, the repair path is usually more straightforward than if the
issue looks like old wear or prior seal failure.

A visible crack or shattered pane usually calls for replacement. Small surface chips may be repairable in limited
situations, but once a seal fails or the window starts fogging, replacement is often the more practical long-term
fix. Windows of Dallas 210-851-9378 In many cases, trying to patch a window after storm damage only delays the
real work.

Older windows can make the decision more complicated. If the system was already near the end of its life, hail
may simply be the push that makes replacement the better investment.

Why Dallas Homes Need A Careful Post-Storm Inspection
Windows in Dallas deal with a rough mix of heat, UV exposure, wind, and sudden weather changes. Once hail
adds impact damage to that mix, a minor problem can become a bigger one later.

When a home already has aging windows, hail can reveal problems that were building for years. That makes a
careful inspection worthwhile even if nothing is obviously shattered.

Call a professional if the damage is obvious or if the window no longer performs the way it should. A qualified
inspection can separate surface marks from problems that affect the unit's function and value.
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