When a marriage passes the ten-year mark, the financial and emotional stakes in a divorce change. Careers have
been built, retirement accounts funded, children often born and raised, and one spouse may have scaled back

work to keep the household running.

If you are a wife facing a Maryland divorce after a long marriage, the most important thing to understand is this:
the law does not guarantee “half of everything,” but it does give you tools to reach a fair result, especially when

you have invested a decade or more into the relationship.

This guide walks through what a wife is typically entitled to in a divorce in Maryland after 10+ years, and the

practical decisions that protect or undermine those rights.

The big picture: what “fair” means in Maryland
Maryland follows “equitable distribution,” not automatic 50/50 division. That phrase trips people up.

Equitable does not always mean equal. Courts look at a full list of factors: the length of the marriage, each
spouse’s income and earning capacity, how each person contributed to acquiring property (financially and
non-financially), and what each will need going forward. After a long marriage, a Maryland judge is usually more
open to making significant adjustments to level the playing field.

For a wife in a 10, 15, or 20-year marriage, the most important entitlements typically fall into several buckets:
* A fair share of marital property, which can include the house, savings, investments, vehicles, and business
interests.
® A share of retirement assets and pensions earned during the marriage.
* Potential alimony, especially if there is a large income gap or you supported your spouse’s career.
® Child support and, sometimes, contribution to other child-related costs.

* A reasonable share of marital debts, including questions such as “Am | responsible for my spouse’s credit card

debt in divorce?”

How those general rights apply to your case depends on the details: how assets are titled, what existed before the

marriage, and how both of you handled money over the years.

The new law for divorce in Maryland: why it matters for long
marriages

If you have not looked at Maryland divorce law in a few years, some of what you heard might already be out of

date. The new law for divorce in Maryland, effective in 2023, significantly simplified grounds for absolute divorce.

The old list of fault-based grounds like adultery and cruelty is largely gone as formal grounds for an absolute

divorce. Instead, Maryland now recognizes three primary grounds:
1. 6-month separation, where you and your spouse have lived separate and apart for at least six months (this
can be under the same roof if you live completely separate lives).
2. Irreconcilable differences, which simply means the marriage is broken and cannot be repaired.
3. Mutual consent, where you have a full written agreement resolving property, alimony, and child-related issues.

This shift removes some of the tactical “fault” battles, but misconduct still matters. A judge can consider financial

abuse, dissipation of marital funds, addiction issues, and domestic violence when deciding alimony or how to



divide property.

For a wife in a long-term marriage, the new law may make it easier to move the case forward, but it does not

remove the need to build a careful financial picture.

Marital versus nonmarital property: what can be divided

A lot of anxiety comes from the question, "What assets cannot be touched in a divorce?” The answer is more

precise than many people think.
Maryland courts can only divide “marital property.” That term normally includes:

® Property acquired by either spouse during the marriage, regardless of whose name is on the title, unless it falls
into a specific exception.

Nonmarital property is usually off-limits. This is what many people mean when they ask about “what assets are

untouchable during divorce” or “what assets cannot be touched in a divorce.” Common examples include:

* Assets you owned before the marriage, kept separate, and never mixed with marital funds.
® |nheritances or gifts to one spouse alone, if not commingled or retitled jointly.

e Certain personal injury awards that compensate for personal pain, rather than lost wages or medical bills paid

with marital money.

After more than 10 years of marriage, the biggest practical issue is commingling. A premarital account that you
used as the family slush fund often stops being clearly “untouchable.” A house one spouse owned before marriage

can have a marital component if the mortgage or improvements were paid with marital income.

This is where a good Divorce Lawyer In Maryland earns their fee. Tracing money, accounting for premarital
contributions, and distinguishing marital from nonmarital interests in a long marriage can be detailed work. If you
are wondering how not to get screwed in divorce, accurate tracing and documentation is a major part of the

answer.

The marital home: why moving out can be a major mistake
Few topics create more confusion than the house. | hear variations of the same questions over and over:

* Who has to leave the house in a separation in Maryland?
* Why is moving out the biggest mistake in a divorce?

® Why should you never leave your house in a divorce?

Legally, if Family Lawyer In Maryland both names are on the deed or the home is marital property, neither spouse
is required to leave unless a court orders it, for example because of domestic violence (through a protective order)

or through a use and possession order as part of a custody case.

The phrase “moving out is the biggest mistake in a divorce” is oversimplified, but it contains a truth. Walking out

without a plan can hurt you in several ways:

First, you may weaken your argument that you are the children’s primary caregiver if they stay in the home with
your spouse. A judge looking at stability often favors continuity, including the parent who kept the children in the

familiar environment.

Second, you risk creating a new status quo that is hard to unwind. If your spouse has been living in the home and

paying all the bills for a year, a court may be slow to disrupt that arrangement, especially early in litigation.
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Third, moving out without securing temporary financial or custody arrangements can leave you dangerously
exposed. If your husband controls the house and the bank accounts, you may suddenly be asking, “Can my
husband cut me off financially during separation?” Practically, he can make your life difficult even if a court later

orders support.

That does not mean you must stay in an unsafe situation. Safety is always the priority. But if your situation is not

dangerous, talk to a Divorce Lawyer In Maryland before you move out, not after.
In terms of entitlement, after a 10+ year marriage, a wife can make a strong case for:

* A share of the equity in the home.

* Temporary “use and possession” of the home if she has primary physical custody and the house is the

children’s established home.

You might not end up owning the house long-term, but you often can negotiate buy-outs, refinances, or

structured sales that account for your share.

Retirement accounts and pensions: does a wife get half?

After a long marriage, retirement assets frequently represent the largest pot of money on the table. Many wives

ask, “Is my wife entitled to half my 401(k) in a divorce?” or “Does my wife get half my pension if we divorce?”
In Maryland, the answer depends on what portion of those accounts was earned during the marriage.

Retirement accounts are usually split into two conceptual pieces: marital and nonmarital. Contributions and
growth during the marriage are generally marital. Contributions before marriage, and sometimes after separation,

are usually nonmarital. The court can only divide the marital share.

For defined contribution plans like 401(k)s, 403(b)s, and IRAs, the math is straightforward. If your husband's
401(k) balance at marriage was 50,000, and at divorce it is 350,000, the 300,000 growth is marital. You may
receive, for example, 150,000 through a Qualified Domestic Relations Order (QDRO), adjusted by other factors.

For defined benefit pensions, especially government or military pensions, the “time rule” formula typically applies.
Courts often use a fraction based on how many years of pension service overlapped with the marriage. After a
20-year marriage with 20 years of service, the marital portion is essentially the whole pension. In a 10-year
marriage with a 30-year career, it might be one-third. You can receive your portion through direct payments when

your spouse starts drawing benefits.

The longer the marriage, the more a judge tends to see retirement division as central to fairness. If you reduced
your own retirement contributions to support the household, a substantial share of those accounts is often

justified.

If you are the wife with the greater retirement savings, you have the same exposure on the flip side. That makes

early, informed negotiations crucial.

Alimony after a long Maryland marriage

"What qualifies you for alimony in Maryland?” is not answered by a simple checklist. Maryland judges look at

multiple factors, including:

® The length of the marriage.

® The standard of living during the marriage.



® FEach spouse’s income, expenses, and earning potential.
® The time needed for the supported spouse to become self-supporting.

* Any circumstances that led to the breakup, such as financial misconduct or abuse.

After a short marriage, alimony is rare. After 10+ years, especially when there is a large income gap or one spouse

has been home with children, alimony becomes much more common.
Alimony in Maryland generally comes in three forms:

1. Rehabilitative alimony. Support for a limited period, to allow you to get education, training, or work
experience. For example, three to seven years while you finish a degree and re-enter the workforce.

2. Indefinite alimony. This is not literally permanent, but it has no fixed end date and continues until death,
remarriage, or further court order. It is typically reserved for long marriages where, even after efforts to

become self-supporting, there will be an “unconscionable disparity” between the spouses’ standards of living.

3. Temporary (pendente lite) alimony. Short-term support while the case is pending, based on immediate need

and the other spouse’s ability to pay.

In practice, a wife in a 15- or 20-year marriage who stayed home with children, and whose husband earns

significantly more, has a realistic claim for substantial rehabilitative or even indefinite alimony.

Misconduct can affect alimony. Chronic financial abuse, hidden spending, or reckless use of marital funds can all
weigh in your favor. On the other hand, intentional unemployment or underemployment can hurt your case.

Judges expect an honest effort to contribute financially, within your realistic capacity.

Debts, credit cards, and being “on the hook”

People rarely think about debt as “property,” but Maryland tackles it the same way: by looking at whose name it is

in, and whether it is marital.

If a credit card is in your husband’'s name only, and you never signed on the account, the credit card company
cannot pursue you individually. That is the direct answer to “Am | responsible for my spouse’s credit card debt in

divorce?” from a creditor’s standpoint.

From a divorce standpoint, if that card was used for marital expenses, a judge can still treat it as a marital
obligation and assign some responsibility, or offset it against other assets. For example, your husband might keep

more debt in exchange for you keeping more equity in the house.

The trouble comes with cards in both names, or cards in your name that your spouse used freely. In a 10+ year
marriage, couples often mix their finances so thoroughly that clean separation is hard. You are not powerless, but

you do need to approach debt with the same attention you give to assets.

If you are trying to understand how to protect money before divorce, one measure is to stop joint borrowing and
close or freeze joint accounts, especially if you see reckless spending. Do not secretly drain accounts or run up new

debt on purpose. Those tactics usually backfire once the spending is examined in court.

What assets are truly “untouchable”?

There is no blanket category of “totally untouchable” property, but some assets are strongly shielded if handled

correctly:

® Separate inheritances or gifts received by one spouse and kept segregated.



e (Certain trust interests where you have limited control and cannot demand distributions.

® |egal claims that are personal rather than economic.

Even here, the details matter. If you inherit 200,000 and immediately use it on a joint down payment for a marital
home, you probably converted that inheritance into marital property. If you inherit 200,000, keep it in a separate
account in your name, and never use it for marital expenses, you have a much better argument that it is off the
table.

The question "What assets cannot be touched in a divorce” therefore has a conditional answer. They are
untouchable if you did not commingle them, retitle them jointly, or treat them as a marital resource. In a long

marriage, those conditions are often not met, so realistic expectations matter.
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Costs, fees, and who pays for a divorce in Maryland

Another recurring worry: “Who pays for a divorce in Maryland?” and “How much does a divorce lawyer cost in
Maryland?”

Generally, each spouse is responsible for their own legal fees. However, courts can order one spouse to contribute
to the other's attorney's fees and costs, based on need, ability to pay, and fairness. If the husband is the primary
earner and the wife has little or no income, a judge can require him to pay part of her fees, especially when his

behavior has prolonged or complicated the case.

As for cost, there is no fixed price tag. A very rough range for a contested divorce with significant property issues
might run from several thousand dollars into the tens of thousands, depending on complexity and conflict level. A

negotiated or mediated settlement is usually much cheaper than a fully litigated trial.



This is where finding the right fit matters more than obsessing over “Who is the best divorce attorney in
Maryland?” The “best” lawyer for someone else’s high-conflict case may not be ideal for your situation. Look for

someone who:

* Handles family cases regularly in your county.
® Explains things in clear language and gives you realistic expectations.

* Treats your long-term financial stability as a priority, not just “winning” arguments.

You are building a professional relationship that may last a year or more. Comfort and trust matter.

Mediation, what not to say, and how to present yourself

A large number of Maryland divorces settle through mediation, either privately or with a court-appointed
mediator. That leads to two related questions: “What not to say in divorce mediation?” and “"How to impress a

judge in family court?” even if your case never goes all the way to trial.

In mediation, your goal is strategic honesty, not venting. Talking about your spouse’s every failing rarely moves
the needle on money or parenting schedules. What usually helps is focusing on specific, concrete interests: stable

housing, retirement security, time with the children, and manageable debt.
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Things that rarely help you in mediation or court:

Threats like “I will take you for everything you have.”

Absolute refusals to compromise on any issue.

Wild accusations without evidence.

e Criticizing your spouse more than you discuss your children’s needs.



If you are wondering “What colors do judges like to see?” and “How do you show the court you are a good
parent?” focus less on color charts and more on demeanor and documentation. Neutral, conservative clothing is

fine. What judges notice more is:

* Whether you show respect to the court, the staff, and even your spouse.
* Whether you have specific, child-focused proposals.

* Whether you demonstrate insight into your children’s needs and routines, not just your own grievances.

Parents who come in with calendars, school emails, and proof of involvement tend to fare better than parents who

only come with accusations. That is the real answer to “How to show the court you are a good parent.”

What a wife should not do during separation

People ask these in many ways: “What should a wife not do during separation?” “What is the biggest mistake
during a divorce?” “What is the biggest mistake in a divorce?” The patterns are consistent. The same missteps

come back to haunt clients in court.
Here are some of the most damaging behaviors | see from wives in Maryland separations:

1. Abandoning the house and children without legal advice, creating a status quo your spouse later uses against

you.

2. Spending down joint savings out of fear, then having to explain that spending to a judge who sees it as

financial misconduct.
3. Relying solely on informal promises and not getting temporary support or custody orders when needed.
4. Posting or texting in anger, creating a written record that contradicts your courtroom story.

5. Failing to gather financial documents early, which makes it easier for your spouse to hide or “reframe” the

money story.

If you avoid those five, you are already ahead of many litigants. Calm, organized, and consistent behavior is far

more persuasive than dramatic gestures.

Practical preparation: what to know before you divorce

The spouses who do best in a Maryland divorce after 10+ years usually take time to prepare before filing. That

preparation is less about aggression and more about clarity.
A simple starting checklist of what to gather and understand can make a huge difference:

1. Recent statements for all bank, investment, and retirement accounts, including your spouse’s accounts if you

can access them.
2. Mortgage statements, property tax bills, and any home equity loan or line of credit information.

3. Pay stubs, tax returns for at least the last three years, and any information about bonuses, stock options, or

business interests.
4. A basic monthly budget that reflects your real living expenses, not just guesses.

5. Any evidence of significant spending that seems unusual, hidden, or selfish, such as transfers to unknown

accounts or large cash withdrawals.

This documentation feeds directly into issues like how to protect money before divorce, whether your husband has

been cutting you off financially, and how not to get screwed in divorce negotiations.



Maryland does not require a formal “separation notice” to start the clock. The law looks more at your behavior:
whether you are living separate lives, not holding yourselves out as a couple, and not engaging in marital
relations. That said, a written separation agreement can be extremely helpful in setting terms for support,

parenting, and use of property while you work toward a final divorce.

Child support, parenting time, and stability

So far, this article has focused heavily on property and alimony, but if you have children, their needs shape almost

every financial and housing decision.

Maryland'’s child support guidelines look at both parents’ incomes, the number of overnights with each parent,
health insurance, daycare costs, and certain other expenses. Support is the child's right, not the parent’s windfall.
After a 10+ year marriage, when children are often school-aged or teenagers, stability in housing and schooling

tends to carry significant weight.

If you are the primary caregiver, you are usually entitled to guideline child support and often some contribution to
other expenses, such as extracurriculars or uninsured medical costs. If parenting time is shared more evenly,

support may be lower or, occasionally, flow the other way.

From a judge's perspective, the parent who supports the child’s relationship with the other parent, keeps good
records, and stays focused on the child's daily needs usually has more credibility. Align your behavior with that

lens.

Pulling it together: playing the long game

Divorce, especially after 10+ years of marriage, is not a series of isolated questions. “"Who pays for a divorce in
Maryland?” connects to whether you can afford strong representation. “What assets are untouchable during
divorce?” connects to how you have managed money for a decade. “Why should you never leave your house in a

divorce?” connects to child custody, support, and housing stability.

The law in Maryland gives a wife in a long marriage real tools: a share of marital property, access to retirement
assets, potential alimony, and child support. The outcome you achieve depends heavily on how early you seek

advice, how disciplined you are about documentation and behavior, and how realistic your expectations are.
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If there is one piece of advice | would give to any wife asking what to know Divorce Lawyer In Maryland before
you divorce, it is this: treat your case like a long-term financial and parenting project, not a short-term emotional

battle. The way you handle the next year can shape your finances and your children’s stability for the next twenty.
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