“Stake not returned” means the bookmaker does not give you the €10 stake back as part of your winnings. If your
free bet wins, you generally receive only the profit made at the odds you backed. The €10 token itself is used up,

whether the bet wins or loses.

That is the key to understanding the stake not returned meaning. A €10 free bet at 4/1 does not usually pay
€50. It pays €40 in winnings, because the €10 stake is excluded. With a cash bet at the same odds, you would

normally receive €50 in total: €40 profit plus your original €10 stake.

Free bet terms vary by bookmaker, so check the offer’s rules before placing a bet. Pay particular attention to how

the token is credited, whether you need to claim it manually, the minimum odds, and the expiry time.

How a €10 free bet works

A free bet is usually credited as a betting token rather than cash in your account. You choose a qualifying selection
and use the token to place a bet. If the bet loses, the token is gone. If it wins, the bookmaker pays the profit, but

not the token'’s face value, when the terms say “stake not returned”.
For a straightforward single bet, the calculation is:
Free-bet winnings = token value x fractional odds

At 4/1, the profit on a €10 token is €10 x 4 = €40. You receive €40, not €50. This is why people sometimes
describe a free bet as free bet token profit only: the winnings are the profit component, with no stake added
back.

Bet type Calculation at 4/1 Amount returned if it wins €10 free bet, stake not returned €10 x 4 €40 €10 cash bet
€10 x 4 profit, plus €10 stake €50

These figures assume a winning single bet at fixed odds and no special conditions. Returns on accumulators, each-

way bets, cash-out or other bet types can work differently. Always check the specific rules.



What does “€10 free bet 4/1 payout” look like in practice?

Suppose a bookmaker gives you a €10 free-bet token and you put it on a selection at 4/1. If the selection wins,
the calculation is €10 multiplied by 4, giving you €40 in winnings. The token is not added to that amount, and it is

not returned to your balance as cash.

If the selection loses, you receive nothing and the token is spent. If it wins, the €40 is normally credited as cash or
withdrawable balance, subject to any applicable account or promotion terms. Do not assume that every

bookmaker treats winnings in exactly the same way: read the offer rules and account conditions.

Decimal-odds comparison

Fractional odds of 4/1 dispute resolution betting ireland are equivalent to decimal odds of 5.0. For a cash bet,
decimal odds are multiplied by the stake to calculate the total return: €10 x 5.0 = €50. For a free bet where the

stake is not returned, subtract the token stake from that total, leaving €40 profit.

This can be a useful check when comparing prices. A bookmaker may display the potential return in a bet slip, but

make sure you know whether that figure includes the stake. With a stake-not-returned token, it should not.

Token credited does not always mean token ready to use

Some promotions automatically add a free-bet token to your account after you meet the qualifying conditions.
Others require you to claim the token manually, for example by selecting an offer in the promotions area or

entering a code. A token can also have a short expiry window once it is credited or claimed.
Before counting on an offer, check:

® Whether the token is awarded automatically or must be claimed manually.

What qualifying action is needed, such as placing a first cash bet or making a deposit.

When the token expires, and whether the clock starts at credit or claim.

® The minimum odds and any restrictions on eligible markets or bet types.

Whether winnings are credited as cash or subject to further conditions.

Expiry details deserve a practical check. If a token is valid for only a few days, make sure a suitable fixture is actually
scheduled during that window. A promotion that expires before the next match you want to bet on may leave you

rushing into a selection just to use it.

Matched deposit offers versus no-deposit offers

A free bet can come from different kinds of promotion. The headline amount alone does not tell you how much

you need to spend or what conditions apply.

Matched deposit offers

With a matched deposit offer, you usually deposit money and then meet one or more qualifying requirements. The
bookmaker may match some or all of your deposit with bonus funds or free-bet tokens. The offer may require a

qualifying cash bet at minimum odds before the bonus is released.

For example, imagine an offer that gives you a €10 free-bet token after you deposit €10 and place a qualifying
€10 cash bet at the stated minimum odds. You have risked your own €10 on the qualifying bet to unlock the

token. If that cash bet loses, the token may still be awarded if the rules only require the bet to be placed; if the
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rules require it to win, it may not be. The wording decides the outcome, so check the precise condition rather than

relying on the promotion headline.

No-deposit offers

A no-deposit offer does not require an initial deposit to receive the advertised reward, but it may still come with
conditions. You might need to register, verify your account, opt in, claim the offer, or place a qualifying bet. There

may also be minimum odds, market restrictions, an expiry date or limits on how winnings can be withdrawn.

“No deposit” does not mean “no conditions”. Nor does it guarantee that a token is available immediately after
signing up. Read the offer terms before registering, especially where the token must be claimed manually or the

qualifying window is short.

Money-back specials: what triggers a refund?

Money-back offers are different from a standard free bet. They usually refund some or all of a losing qualifying
stake if a stated event happens. The refund might be returned as a free-bet token rather than cash, and it may be

capped at a set amount.

For example, a bookmaker could advertise money back if a team loses by one goal. The refund may apply only
when your selected team loses by exactly one goal—not if the match is drawn, the team loses by two, or the bet is
void. Other specials might cover a particular player to score first, a team to lead at half-time, or a named result.

The exact trigger and refund method must be spelled out in the terms.
Check these points before placing a money-back bet:

* What precise result or event triggers the refund?

® Does the refund apply to the full stake or only up to a maximum?
¢ |s the refund cash, a free-bet token or bonus funds?

* Does the refund token also have “stake not returned” rules?

® When will the refund be credited, and when does it expire?



If a losing bet is refunded as a token, that does not necessarily make you whole in cash terms. A €10 token with
stake not returned is not the same as €10 cash: if it wins at 4/1, it would generally generate €40 profit rather than

a €50 total return, and it can still expire unused.

Minimum odds rules and choosing a bet

Many free-bet offers require you to place the token at or above a minimum price, such as 2/1 or 3.0 in decimal
odds. The aim is to make sure the token is used on a qualifying bet rather than on a very short-priced selection. A

bet below the stated minimum may fail to meet the terms, even if it wins.

Minimum odds can shape your bet choice, but they do not make a selection more likely to win. A longer price
offers a larger potential profit if successful and a greater chance of losing the token. For example, a €10 stake-not-
returned token at 2/1 would produce €20 profit if it wins; at 4/1 it would produce €40 profit. Neither price tells

you by itself whether the bet represents good value.

Use the minimum as a qualification rule, not as a reason to choose a bet you would otherwise avoid. Check
whether the odds condition applies when you place the bet or when the market is settled, and whether the
bookmaker counts fractional and decimal prices in the same way. Also confirm that your chosen market is eligible:

some offers exclude certain bet types, cash-out bets, multiples or specific markets.

Common misunderstandings

* “A €10 free bet pays €50 at 4/1.” Not if the stake is not returned. The usual profit is €40.

* “The token is cash in my account.” Usually it is a restricted betting token, with its own rules and expiry.
e “] will receive the token automatically.” Some offers require you to opt in or claim it manually.

* “Money back means | get my stake back in cash.” The refund may be a token or bonus funds instead.

* “Any bet at the minimum odds qualifies.” Market and bet-type exclusions may also apply.

Quick checklist before using a €10 free bet

1. Confirm the token is in your account and check whether you had to claim it manually.
2. Read the expiry date and make sure there is a suitable fixture before it runs out.

3. Check the minimum odds and eligible markets or bet types.

4. Confirm whether the stake is returned. If not, calculate profit only.

5. Check how winnings and any money-back refund are credited.

The bottom line

For a €10 free bet with “stake not returned”, the token is not added back to your winnings. At 4/1, the typical
payout is €40 profit—not €50. The token is spent whether the bet wins or loses, and its value may depend on

claim steps, odds rules and an expiry window.

Before placing the bet, read the offer terms from top to bottom. Check what unlocks the token, whether it must
be claimed, what triggers any refund, and how long you have to use it. A clear understanding of those details is

more useful than the headline bonus amount.



